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DISCOVERING 
The {mall number of trie 


BELEEVERS, 


And the great difficulty of Saving: 
CONVERSION. 
Wherein is ove ane plainly opened 


thefe choice an e Principles ; 


( 1. That there is a God and this God is moft glorious, 
2. That God made man ina blefled eftate, 
FIZ <3 Mans milery by his fall. 
4. Chrift the only Redeemer by price 
2 s+ That few are faved, and that with di ficulty, 
6. That mans perdition is of himfelf 


Whereto isnow addedthe Saiats Fewel, 
fhewing how to apply the Promifes ; ie d 
the Souls Invitation unto fefus ( rift. 
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To the ChriftianRraper. 


oN thee evil and persilous times, God hath nok 
left us without fome choice mercies. Our finnes 
'  aboundand his mercies {wper-abound.T he Liovd 
weep might jufily have fpoken thofe wor ds of death 
S againft ws,Which of old he did againft the fews, 
Thave taken away my peace from this people, loving 
kindnefg and mercies, which had he pulled from us we had 
eaufe enonch to monrn with Rachel, and to refafe comforts 
for all our happine/s lies wrape 4p in peace, loving kind: 
nefsand mercy. But God is yet good uno rael ( Pfal. 
73. 1.)he commands delinerances for J acob, (Pfal.44. 4.) 

he ever.rules all the powers of darkne/s,(Plal. 76. 1 0.)and 
tells tne fons of Belial, (men of Corrupt minds, and curfed 
prastife,) rhat they thall proceed no fi urther, S¢ that 
cheir folly fhall be manifett unto all (2 Tim. 3.8, 9.) 
He makes all enemies, all Devils, all creatures, to further 
his own glory, and the Sod of his peculiar people. When 
times are naught and dangerous, he faith, Come my peo- 
ple, enter into thy chambers, and fhut thy doorsabout 
thee, hide rhy felf as ir were fora little moment, till 

_ }the indignation be over- patt (I/ai.26.10.) If troubles 
| fthreaten Life, he faith, When thou paffett through the |. 
_ | waters I will be with thee, and through the rivers they | 
fhall not over-flew thee; when thou walkeft throug | 

| the fire, thou fhafé not be burar, neither fhall che ames 
} kindle upon the’; for Tam the Lord thy God, ec. 
| > G Ifai 


tn) rene ce ete Sete ge - 


ee 6 


= 4 : 


é 
oes a em re pa hppa Ae 


ont ee eeeenieeeeneem 


Peco. 271 oxhe Reader, ic) 
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if [at. 43. 3. When enemies are inecnfed , fear and far- 
'Towes multiplyed , “he faiths Fear thoo ‘noc, tor] am 
j with thee, benor difmayed, forlam thy God, I will 
' ftrengthen thee , I will helprthee, yea I will uphold | 
thee with che ‘ight hand of ‘my-righteoultets. “Behold | 
allehey that were incenfed againit thee, fhail be afha- 
| med, and condemned, chey ‘hall he asgorhing, and 
they that frive with thee fhall’perifh ; Vai. 4. T0111. 
| Such words of comfort and life deth God (peak unto his. And 
among other mercies he pirresap the Spirits of bus fervants 
| to write many ‘precious trurhs and contratts to further. the 
cverlafting good of bis beloved ones. If the borromlefs 
pit be open, and {moak rife ‘thence , 10 darken thé aire, 


; 
| and obfcure the way of the Saints, Rev. 5.2. Heaven alfo 
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| te inlighten ther [pirits, and direct their paths. Had ever \ 
| any age fech lightnings as we have ? Did'ever any [peak | 


js opened, Rev.11.19. and there are lixhtnings and,voices |. 


fince Chrift and his Apoftles, as men now [peak ? We may | | 


iruly and fajely [ay of our Divines and Writers, The voice | 
of God, and norofmin? Sach absndanee of the Spirit 
hath God podred into [ome men, that it isnot they, but the’ | 
| Spirit of the Father that (peaks in them, | | 


xfinite caufe barb this age to acknowledg the une | 


| Whati | 
[peakable mercy of God in affording us [uch ‘plenty of {pi- 
‘vitual Tratlates, full of Divine, necef[ary, and conference | 
| fearching truths,yea prectins {.ul-comforting,and [oul im- | 
preving truthsi{uch wher: by Head Heart,and Soul-cheat- 
Line errours ave difcovered,and prevented ; [uch as fewudly 
| difference true grace from ull feemsngs and pusutings. No 
| ince. no Wation,exceeds us berein, and {ball we that a- 
| hound in traths, be penstrious in praifes ¢ Confidir, Reader, 
' he ther [pirttnal rruths be wot worthyof thy choicep prasfes. 
Every Livine rath is cne'of @ castterea, thoughtsit’s bta- 
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4) «To the-Reader. 


born, bears she Image of Ged.. Trushis the glorpef the 
Laered: Trinity;..tence. be Spitic.s is call:d Truch,2 7 ehs 
5-6. Cheift er called. Trash, 74). 44. 6azd God bimfelf is | 
frid tobe cheGad of truth, De8t.32.4.(8.45 fo.delig hefal 
bo bie that. his. ses are 5 Si ies ACH if te oe I.) 
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Truck Can. atssion her is Be 32 ry Wf esepald abe | 
ful of filthy. thaupony 4 i luikiy 2 or, One 1%, mpurities, the. 


Froth can farébifie¢ 4,401 Dy EAel7: i dar kee[k and faint | 
nels 5 poffe/s your fouls, Truth 1s lumen § & pagel anim: = 
| the light andlife. of the foul, PGi LEQ, 105. crt. 
|. Let ws then advance, onr thoughts of Tenth, and rate | 
| it above all Sablonary things Ad GAY tf though t it cof 
us all:it 18.9 Simony, 2 is BOF J too. ear fou cannot over- 
| value Truth. Je w jiffer to the Peace of Godwhick palm 
feth all ander fixnairg nb SER ane. God h maf clfe cflimates 
his word and input, PL 338, 23 St hon haft magnity'd thy 1 
_-| Wordiabove al} thy Name: Mepallocu er Gods skagen by | 
| | befides his Word, is beneath. a Word. Take. (3 whele | 
Creation, which i Gods wm Bane: ia poe ‘oreateled thers 1's sl 
nothing to.kis word and Lei Res Sa ep ons Corp tells Nee i 
Phari/ces tt is eaper for fH Heave wand earth palsy: the 

one tittle <4) the Law to falls Tf the least Jod or Tittle re 
| the Law,be prized by ish is all the \vorld let Us take |! | 
beed of undervalujag ag the great. ana glorarns 9 Truths of | 
the Gofpel, and ff [mile it as ‘a law apon er hearts, tha? || 
We Can mever Ae joe or yeild {offi sent it praile fore any | 
| trish, 2 A 3 Men I! 
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| Men can praife God for the bleffings of the field,the Seas 
\the momb, and of their foops ; bat where is. the man that 
praifes God for his bleffing of bleffings, for Truth, for geod 
b Books , for heavenly Treatifes ? Adem feldom purpofely 
Life up seit hearts aud voices to Heaven to praife Goa for 

| he vicherof knoyledge beftowed mpon them. In good books 
| you have mons labear and Gods truch;the tribute of thanks 
is due for both; that God enables men to fo great labors,and 
that he conveys [uch precious treafure throngh earthen 

| veffels. David rhowghe it his duty to piaife God for Truth, 
/Pial. 143, 2. and hath left it upon record for ovr smstation. 
| He faw fuchexteRency, and found fo much fwect gain in 
Truth, that he nuff break ont inte praifes for it. | 
- Reader,give over chy old wont oj flighting and cenfuring 
ysens labours. Eperiex ce hath long fince told thee, that no 
“good comes that way. Now learn to turn thy prejudice nato, 
praifes, and prove what willbe the fruit of honouring and 
praifing God for truths di[penced by his fasthful fervants. 
Let me tell thee, this is achsef Way to keep truth Stil a- 
mong us. If Truths be not received with the love of 
hem 4nd God honourea for thews, prefeutly ftrong delufi- 
Ons Gome,and Truth muft (nffer or flie.God hath mad: gooa 
thab premife in Jeremy, be hath reveal unto as abun- 
dance of peace and truch @> we thraw¢h ingratitude have 
forfeited both.Oter peace is foal enyand wo can promife him, 
felf ith Rezehiah, there fhall be pace and trath inmy 
dav >Peace may fasl chee bist Let not Yruth. Every good 
Chriftian my and foanla fay weish the goon King here fost 
bo ch te my days, tf no Peace and Truth, J wil fo far 
how wr Toth, as ra receive the love of ic. I wae hold st tft | 
by hea by’ bla ix Forth by pratlife,praife Gad datly for it,and | 
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| ter (uffering for eruth, then wish truoh : yee 6f Truth maf 
| faffer, or can die, bester itis to die wsrh Truth, then ont- 
| Live it: iow 
| But that Trath say live, and we live by Trath, let as 
magnifie God much for Truth. for his word and good books 
that [pring thence. Some probably may {ay, it's exongh to 
praileGod for hes Word, other books are wot tanci. Wit | 
thom prasle God jor the Sea, and be unthankfal for the rie 
vers and {prings ? Wile thou lift up thy vote for the great 
waters, and be filent for the filver drops ana foovores ? If 
che former rain affeEl rhee,be not ungrateful for the Latter. 
God wenld have men to value his Servants, and praife hin : 


fer thetr labours. 

But they have errours in them. 
Beit [o,foall we refufe to praife God for the Flowers and 
the Corn, becaufe there be [ome Weeds inthe Garden, and | 
Thiftles inthe Field? Prejudice not thy felf, buy, read, | 
take thy delight ; Here ssa Garden Without Weeds ,a Corn 
Field without Cockle or Darnel, Thorn or Thiftle, eArt | 
thon a Sincere Convert ? Here are truths fuitable,folid, 
and Wholefome thon may ft fred and feast without fear. 
The Author is one of fingular picty,snward acquaintance, | 
with God, skildin the deceits of mens hearts, able to en: | 
lighten the dark corners of the little world, andto give | 
fatisfattion to ftaggering fpirits. His Work needs wot the | 
purple of anothers commendation to adorn it. But becaufe | 
cuftome not neceffity( for it 3s Troths prerogative to travel 
without apafporc,) fay, becanfe cuftome canfeth Truth 
to crave andcarry Epiftles commendatory ; know that the 
workis weighty, quick, and{piritual, and if thine eye be 
fingle is perufixgit, thon fhalt finde many preceisus fonl- 

| fearching foul-qhickning, and foul-enriching truthsinig? | 

| yea, be fo warntd and awakened as that thon canft nor bur; yy 
| 0 a? A blef: Bs 
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‘ble/sGod forthe san and matter, ‘nanle/s 
Piha dumb Devil, 8 WBBWVAA OG Te ‘ 
|  Toconcludes C>riftian Reader take heed of nntbank- | } 
Yolue/s 3 [piritual mercits fhouldbave the quickeft and| = 
fale? prabes.’ Such is thw work, thou fore(aweft re not, 
eos contributedft nothing tothe birth ofits Lt°s @ pres 
venting mercy. By it, and other of the {ame nature, God 

| bath made knowledge to abound; the waters of the San: 
| Giary ave daily increafed, and grown decp: Let not-the 
: waters of the SanQuary pat ont the firaof the Sanctuary: 
Tf there be no vraifetheréts no fire, If thy head be likea 
BL ers wef ull of li ghtjand heart like a Winters earth 
without fruit, fear leaft thy light end inatter.darknefs, | 
and the Tree of knowledge ep ive theecof the-Tree of | 


jife: The Lord gran’ thou mayeft find {ach ben. fic by this | 
word, as that thy beart may be ravifbed With Truth,aza 
| vailéd to praife God'to purpofe, and mate to pray Lord 


| fill fend’ forth thy light and'teath; that they:may-lead 


1 Os. So prays, 


Thinein Chritt jun | 
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The Sincere Convert. 


STPESES TTT 

eA n Introduttion tothe 
WORK. 

BLE knowledge of Divinity is 

an neceflary for all forts of men, 


‘ both co fettle and eftablifh the 
73, £00d, and to convert and fetch 


| " inthe bad. Gods Principles pul 
Jown Satans falfe Principles fet up in mans 
head ; loved and beleeved with mens hearts, 


and defended by their rongues; whileft 


{ftrong holds remain unfhaken, the Lord! 


fus is kept off from conquering of the 
ul. 


Now fpiritual truths are either fuch as. 


tend to enlarge the underftanding, or fuch 


as may work chiefly upon the affections. | 
I pafs by (in this knowing Age) the firft of 
thefe, and (being among a people whofe 


hearts are hard enough) I begin with the 
lacter fort: For the sxderftanding although it 
may litterally, yet it never favingly enter- 


tains any truch, ontil the affectionsbther e- 


with {mitten and wrought upon. 

} Ifhall therefore here profecure the un- 
folding of che‘s divine Principles. 

Firft, that there is one moft glorious 

od. ais Second: 


u 


| 


See SS 
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‘this wo‘ul eftate by Chrift, are very few and 
| Cy 


| miany dye and perith in chis eftate e, is from 


oes The Introduction. 


ol 


Secaudly’ thac this God made all Manet 
kind at fir in eidam in a molt glorious 
eftate. 

Thirdly, that .all Mankinde i is now fallen! 
from.that eftate) into.a: bottomless gulf of ' 
finand mifery.5  o : 

Fourthly , that the ord Jefus Chritt is | 
the onely means of eagupacs of this; 
eltate. . : 

Fifthly , that wae chat are faved out of 


chat thefe fi few are faved with mee dt ficul- 


Sixthly,, that the’ greatelt canfe why fo | 


| themfelves : : either 
1. By reafon of their bloody ign orance,they | 
know not their milery : or | 
2. By reafon of their carnal feeursty, the 
- feel not,they groan not under their fin} 
and inilery. : 
3. By reaion of their carnal confidence, they 
feex- to help ‘themfelves ounce of thet 
mifery by their own. duties, when they 
fee or feelit: or 
4 By reafon of thetr Fa//e Fach, whereby | 
they catch hold upon, and truf unto} 
the merits of Chrift too foon, when | 
they fee and feel they cannot help 
_themfelves. 
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CHAP. I: 


That there is a God, and this God is moft 
| glorious. | | | 


Exod. 33. 18. 
J befeech thee foew me thy glory. 


9? GPs. Vis is the firft divine Truth, | 
$@ and there are thefe two| 
Said Parts confiderable in it: 
Keay 1. ThacthereisaGod, | 
a 2+ That this God is mof?| The frft 
eS 


glorious. | Principle, | 


MEER I wil begin with the fir | 
part, and prove (omitting many Philofophi. | 
cal Arguments ) nl there isaGod, atruc | 
Ged ; For every Nation almoft in the world, : 
until Chrifts coming had a feveral God.Some | 

? B Wor | 
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_ | thipped the Suz, fome the coon, called 
eit 8 8 lby Ezekiel, The Queen of Heaven, which] 
L-~~v~) | fome made Cakes unto; Some the whole 
Plin.lib.s.| Heavens , fome worfhipped the fire, fome 
Nat. Hift. | the brute beasts, fome Baal, and {ome Ao. 
Rom.t. | joch, The Romans (faith Varro) had 6000 
| gods: who imprifoning the light of nature, 

were given up to [ins again(t nature, either 

to worfhip Idols, of mans invention, as the 

ignorant: or GOD and Angels in thofe I. 

dols, a8 the learned did: but chefe are all 

falfe Geds. | 

| God the Iam now to prove that rhere as one true 
Being of | God, the Being of Beings, or the firft Being. | 
Beings | Although the proving of this Point feems| 
needle(s, becaufe every man runs with the. 

cry,and faith there 1s aG od; yet few through- | 

| ly beleeve this Point. Many of the children. 

| of God, who are beft able to know mens 

hearts , becaufe they evely ftudy their 
| hearts, feel this temptation, /s there a God ¢ 
| bitcerly affaulcing them fometimes. The De: 
| vil will fometimes undermine’, and feek to! 
blow up the ftrongeft walls and bulwarks._ 
‘The light of nature indeed thews , that | 
| there isa God ; buthow many are there , 
in blows | that by foul fins againft their confcience , 
ees blow out and extinguith almoft all the light 
of Nature? and hence though they dare, 
not conclude, becaufe uy have fome light , 
ithough dim; yet gf thely faw their heart, 
| chey mighe fee it fecretly, (ufpect and queftt- 
on, wheiher there be aGod ; but grant that 
none 
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| none queftions this truth ; yet we that are 


builders, mutt not fall to a work without our 
main props, and pillars: It may. appear 
therefore that there is aGod; from thefe 


grounds... 


}., Firlt, From the works of God. Rom. 1, 20 
| When we fee a flacely houfe, although we 
| fee not the manchat built.ic; alchough alic 
} we know not the cime when it was buile, ye: 
| will we concludexhus, Surely fome wife Ar- 
| cificer hath been. working here ; can,we, 
when we behold the ftarely Theater of Hea 
; ven and Earth, conclude other, but that the 
| finger , arms, and, wifedom of God.hath. 
{ been here, although we fee not him that i: 
invifible; and although we know hot the 


time when he began to build? Every crea- 


| cure in Heaven and Earth is a.Joud Preacher 
of this truth :. Who fet thofe Candles, thofe 


jtorches of. Heaven. on the Table? Who 


| hung out thofe Lanthorns in Heaven to en: 
j lighten a dark world ? Who can makethe 
j fatue of 4 inan, but one wifer then the tone 
| out of which itis hewn ?.Coald aay fraine 


aman, but one wifer and greater then man ? 


ae fa 


j Who taught the Birds to build. cheir nefts, } 
j and the Bees ro fer up and order their com: | 
; mon-wealth ? Who fends the Sun poft from | 
one end of Heaven to the other; carrying fo 


; many thoufand bleflings to fo many. thou. 
{ands of peopleynd kingdoms ? What pow. 
/ ec of manor Angelscan make the leaf pile 
| of grafs, or put life into the leat Aig: if once 

iy te eB Se dead 
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The firft | 
ground to 
prove a 


God, 


{ Rr stir beeciectileieds Sik ine ti Ky 


| 


\ 


Rai ARE ce OME, oe 


ground to 
prove a 


| God. 


Tt is the 
word of. 
God that 
guickens 

the dead. 


The third 
ground to 
prove a 


God., 


‘| co fpeak, the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, | 


: 
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dead? There is therefore a power above all | 
created power, which is God. | 

Secondly, From the word of God ; There is 
fach a Majefty ftirring, and fuch fecrets re- 
vealed in the word, that if men will not be | 
wilfully blind, they cannot but cry out, the 
voice of Ged, and not the voice of man. Hence 
Calvin undertakes to prove the Scripture to 
be the word of God, by reafon, againtt all 
Atheifts under Heaven. “Haft thou not | 
thought fometimes ata Sermon, the Mint- | 
fter hath fpoken to none but thee, and chat 
fome or other hath cold the Minifter what | 
chou haft faid, what thou haft done, what 
thou haft thought ? now that word which | 
tells thee the thoughts of thy heart , can be} 
nothing elfe but the word of an all-feeing 
God, that fearchech the heart. 

Again, that word which quickeneth the | 
dead, is certainly Gods word, but the word | 
of God ordinarily preached, quickeneth the | 
dead, it maketh the blind to fee, the dumb | 


thofethat never felc their fins to load them, 
to mourn, thofe that never could pray, to] 
breath out unutterable groans and fighs for } 
their fins. 2 | 
Thirdly, From the children begotten of God: | 
For we may.read in mens foreheads, as toon 
as ever they are born,the fentence of death ; | 
and we may fee by mens lives what hellifh | 
hearts they have. Now thepeis a time that 
fome of this monftrous brood of men are} 
. quite | 
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ers, new lives, and fuch a difference there is 
| betwixt thefe and others,thac they are hated 
| by others, who loved them well while they 
| loved their fins: and whence came this 
ftrange change ? Isit from themfelves ? No; 
| for they hated this new life, andthefe new 
/men once themfelves. Is it becaufe they 
| would be credite@ thereby ? No, it isto be 
| hated of father, mother, friends, and ma- 
| ligned every where. Is it out of fimplicity, 
or are their brains grown crazy? They were 
indeed once fools, and I can prove them ali 
to be Solomons fools: but even fimple men 
| have been known tobe more wife for the 
| world, after they.have been madenew. But 
laftly , is it now froma flavith fear of hell, 
which works this alteration ? Nothing lefs; 
| they abhor to live like flaves in Bridewel, 
to doall for fear of the whip 

Fourthly, From Gods Regiffer, or Notary, 
| which is in every mans I mean, the Confcs- 
| ence ef man; which telleth them chereisa 
| God : and although they filence it fomtimes, 
| yet in time of thunder,or fome great plague, 
| 8s Pharaoh, or at the day of death, then they 
| are near Gods Tribunal, when they ac- 
Knowledg him clearly. The fearful terrors 
of confeience prove this, which like a Bailiff 
arrefts men for their debts; Ergo, there is 
| fome Creditor go fet icon; fometimes like 
3 B 3 a 


: 


—_—_——— 


quite changed, and made all new ; they have There is a 
| new minds, new opinions, new defires,new God, 
Joys, new forrows, new fpeeches, new pray= | “~V~ 


Job 3.3. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
The fourth | 


gtound to 
prove a 


God, 


There isa 
God. oN A 
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| Mafter in the houfe ; becanfe the Servants | 


in the "world’, as‘ that “fhiflings ftand for, | 
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\ahangman it tormentsmen, Ergo, there is 


fome ftrange Judge that gave it that com- 
mand. Whence arife thefe dreadful terrors 
inmen. Of themfelves? No furely, allde- 


| fire to be in peace, and foto live and fleep 


in a whole skin: Comes it from Melan- 
choly 2? No; for A4elancholy comes on by 
deprees: thefe ‘terrors of confcience fur- 
prife the foul fuddenly at a Sermon, fudden- 
ly after the commiflion of fome fecret foul 
fin. Again’, melancholy fadnefs may be 


‘cured by Phyfick ; but many Phyficians have 


given tuch men over to other Phyfitians. |. 
Melancholy fadnefs may be born, b4t a woun- 
ded fpirit who can bear? Thus you fee that 
thereisa@Gods 80° 

~ Obje#. who ever [aw God, that every one 
is thus bold to affirm thar thereisaGea® 
'; Anfw. Indeed his ‘face never was feen by | 
mortal man, but’his’back parts have been 
feén, ‘are feen, and may be feen by all the’ 
world, as hath been proved. 


Obj. eAll things are brought to pals by 


fecond caufes. | 
Anfw. ‘1. What though ? Is there no 


do all the work? This great God maintains 
ftate by doing’all ‘the creatures’ fubjection’; 
yet fometimes we may’ cry out in beholding 
fome Special ‘pieces of his adminiltration , 
Here isthe fingerofGod. 0 
“22 Whar'though there be fach confufion 


ro Pence. | 
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Pence, and counters ftand for pounds, the 
beft men are bought and fold at a low rate, 
and worft men prized and preferred; yetif 
we had eyes to fee and conceive, we (hould 
fee an harmony. in this difcord of things. 
God is now like a wife Carpenter , but hew- 
ing out his work. There isa lumber and con. | 
fufion feemingly among us, letus ftay till 
the day of judgement, and then we {hall | 
{fee infinite wifdom in fitting all this for 

his own glory, aifd for the good of his peo- 
ple. ) : 

Obje@. But if there be aGod, why hears 
| Fe. not bis peoples Prayers? why doth he 

forget them when they have moft need of 
bim 2 

Lanfwer ; Noahs Dove returns not pre- 
| fently with an Oiive-branch of peace in. his 
mouth. Prayer fometime thatfpeeds well 
return. not prefently, for want of company 
enough to fetch away that abundance of 
mercy which God hath to give: The Lord 
ever gives them their asking in money or 
money-worth, in the fame thing or a better. 
The Lord ever gives his importunate beg- 
gers their defires , either in pence by little 
and little, or by pounds; long he is many 
times before he gives , but payeth them well 
for their waiting. | 

This ts a Ule of reproof t0 all Atheifts ei- Ufe 3: 
ther in opinion or practife. 

Firkt, in opinion ; fach as either conclude, | A difcove- 
or fufpec there is no God. Oh blafphe- |'yo%4- | 

, B4 mous. theifm. 


Objet. - 


Anfw, 


4 
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Theeisa | OU thoughts! Are there any fuch men ? 
God, | Men? nay beafts, nay Devils , nay worfe| 
wry | than Devils, for they deleeve and rremble. 
Vet rhe fool hath (aid in his heart, there ss no. 
God, Pfal. 14. 1. Men that have little heads, 
lictle knowledge, without hearts, as fcho- 
lars fometimes of weak brains, being gut- 
ded only by their Books, feeing how things 
| come by fecond caufes, yet cannot raife their 
dull thoughts to the beholding of a firf 
caufe. Great Polititians are like children, | 
always ftanding on their heads, and fhaking } 
their heels againft Heaven ; thefe think Re- | 
ligion to be buta piece of policy, to keep | 
people in awe: profane Perfons defiring | 
to go oninfin, without any rub or check | 
for fin, blow out all che light of nature, | 
wifhing there were no God co punifh, and | 
therefore willing to fufpe& and fcruple | 
that not to be which indeed is. Thoiealfo | 
that have finned fecretly, though not open: | 
ly againft nature, or the light of confcience : | 
God fmites men for inceft , Sodomy , felf- | 
| pollution, with difmal blindnefs. Thofe | 

alfo that are notorious worldings, that look | 
no higher than their barns, no further than | 
‘| cheir fhops : the world is a‘pearl in their eye; 
they cannat feeaGod. . 

Laftly, I fofped thofe men that never | 
found out thisthief, this fin, that was bred 
and born with them, nor faw it in their own 
hearts, but chere ic fies ftill in fome dark | 
corner of their fouls , to cut their throats ¢ | 

| oth | thefe | 


sy 
is 
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thefe kind of men fometimes fufpe there 
is no God, O! this isa grievous fin; for 
if no'God, no'Heaven , no Hell, no Mar- 
tyis, no Prophets, no Scriptures: Chrift was 
then a horrible lier; and an Impoftor, Other 
fins wrong and grieve God, and wound him, 
but this fin ftabs the very heart-of God, ‘it 
ftrikesat the life , and is (as much «as lies in 
‘| finfulbman) the deachof God = for it faith, 
There no God. 0° Br. 
“Secondly, this reproveth Atheifts én pra- 
tice, which fay there is a God; and quefti- 
onitnot, butin worksthey deny him. He 
| that plucks the King from his Throne , is as 
| vile ashe that faith , he isna King.» Thefe 
/;men are almoft:as bad as Atheifts in o- 
| pinion,- And of fuch duft-heaps we may 
| findin every corner, that in their practice 
| deny God , men that fet up other Godsin 
| Gods room, their wealth, cheir:bonour, their 
| pleafure, their backs and bellies to be their 
gods, men that?make bold todo that a- 
gainft this true God, which Idolaters dare 
not do againft their Idol gods, and that is, 
continually to wrong this.God3:.Men that 
feek not for all they. want by prayer, nor re- 
turn all back again to God by praife. 
| A fecond Uleis, for Exhortation. ~Oba- 


if 
H 


bour to fee and behold: this God. Is there! 


a God, and wilt thou not give him! a good 
look ? Oh pafs by allthe rivers, cill thou 
come tothe fpring-head ; wade through all 
| creatures, until chou art drowned, plunged 
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There isa 
yod, 
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If no God, 

no heaven f 
nor hell, 


Ai fecond 
reproof to 


Atheifts, 


Ufe2. 


There is a} 
God. 


Ufe 2. 
} Make 


‘choice of 


God for: 


| thy God. 
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ih 


and {wallowed up with God. When thou 


‘feeft the Heavens, fay, Where is that.great 


Builder that made this?-When thou hear- 
eft of mutations of Kingdoms, fay, Where is 
the Lord of Hofts, the great Captain of -rhefe | 


| eArmies? Whenthou taftett fweetnels in | - 


the creature, orin: Gods Ordinances, fay, |. 
Where is fweetne/s ix felf, beauryjit-[elf ? 
where. is the Sea of thefe drops, the San of 
thefe Beams ? Oh! that men faw this-God, | 
it?s'Heaven to behold hint; thou are. then | 
ina corner.of Hell, that canft not ,-doft |. 
not fee him, and yet what is lefs known 
than.God? Me thinks, when men hear 

there is a God about them, they (hould lie | 
-groveling inthe duft, becaufe of his glory: 


_ Lf mendid.fee him, they would fpeak of him; 


| Who fpeaks: of God? Nay , men ,cannot }- 
fpeak. to God; butasbeggers have Jearned 
tocant;fomany amanto pray. Oh men | 


|-fee'not' Godin prayer , therefore they can- 


not fpeak to Godby prayer. Men fin, and 
God frowns, (which makes the Devils to 
quake) yet mens hearts fhake not, .becaufe 
they fee:him not. © : 

‘Ufe 3x Oh make choice of this God as 
thy God. What though there bea God, if it 
be not thy God, whatvart thou the better ? 
down withallrhy Idol gods, and fet up this 
God. Ifthere beany creature that ever did | 
thee any good, that God fet not a work for } 
thy good, love that,think on that as thy God. 
Ifthere be any thing that can give thee any 

, uc: I 
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Wecour on thy death-bed; ‘or when thou art i 
departed from this world,take that to be thy Gsie ate 
God. Thou mighteft have been bornin Jn BA, 
dia and never have heard the true God, but |.” 
|-worfhipped the Devil for thy God? Oh 
therefore make choice of him alone ‘to be 
{ thy God; give away thy felf wholy and for 
ever to him, and he will give away his whole 
| felf éverlaftingly unto thee. Seck him wee- 
| ping, and thou fhalt find him, Bind thy 
felf by the ftrongeft oaths and bonds in Co- 
venant tobe his,and ‘he will enter into Cove- 
nant with thee.and fo'be thine sPere§0-3,495 

The’ fotrth Ule is! an/Ufe of comfort to 
them'that forfake all for this God : thou haft 
not tofvall for nowghe; thou haft not caft a- 
way fabftance for fhadows , but fhadows for 
fomewhat, Prov. 8: 18°: When all’comfort 
is gone\there i is'a’God tocomfort thee. When 
chou haft no reft here, there is a God to reft 
in swherrthow are dead, lie can quicken thee; 
| when'thow art weak:-heis ftrong ; and when 
friends are gone, he wil be‘a-fure one to thee. 

Thus *much of the’ firft: part of this Do- 
rine, or divine Truch, That there is aGod: 
| Now it Followerl to thew you that this God 
‘is a mof? glorious God: and’ that in foyr things 
he 4s glorious. Wve 

; i In his Efince: 
2. Inhis Ateribures2 
3, ‘In his Perfons, 
“In his Yi arks. 


i} Hei is Glorious: in his Effence. Now wat : Sau 
_ this, 
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Saran EIS SER ne nnenernneneennnen nna! 
i this Glory is, no manor Angel hath, doth, 


There is a tis ever thall know. their cockle fhell can 


glorious 


never comprehend this Sea; he moft have 


Go 
U-v™) | the wifdom of God , and fo be aGod, chat 


2. Gods 


comprehendeth the Effence of God: but 
though iccannot be comprehended what it 
is, yet it may be apprehended , that itis in- 
‘comprehenfible and glorious ;_ which makes 
his glory to be the more admired, as.we ad: 
mire the luftre of che Sun.the more, in-thac 
it is fo. great we cannot bénold it. 

2, God is glorious in his, Attributes, which 


Attributes. are thofe divine perfections whereby. he 


a 


An expla- 
nation of 
Gods at- 
tributes, 
x. A {piri- 
tual God. 


soakes himfelf known untous. Which At. 
tributes are not qualities in God,buc natures. 
Gods wifdom is God himfelf , and Gods 
Power is God himfelf , cc. Neither are 

| they divers things inGod, but they are di- 

| vers only in regard of our underftanding,and 
in regard of their different effe@s, on diffe- 
rent objeds. God punithing the. wicked, 
is the juftice of God ; God. compaffionating 
the miferable,is the mercy of God, 

Now the Attributes of God ,, omitting 
curious divifions, are thefe: 

1. He is a Spirit, or-a fpiritual God , 
Fobn 4.24. therefore. abhors all worship , 
and all duties performed without the influ- 
ence of the Spirit ;. as to. confefs. thy fins 
without fhame or forrow ; and to fay the | 
Lords Prayer without underftanding, to hear 
the Word that thou mayit only. know more, 

‘and not that thou mayeft be affeGed more ; 
oO 
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oh thefe carkafles of holy duties are mor 


odious facrifices before God. 
- 2. He is a living God , whereby he liveth 
of himfelf , and gives life to all other things. 
Away then with thy dead heart co this psin- 
ciple of life to quicken thee, that his Al- 
mighty power may pluck thee out of thy Se- 
pulchre, unloofe thy grave-cloaths, that fo 
thou mayeft live. 

3. He isan infmite God, whereby he is 


‘| without limits of being, 2 Chr,6. 18. Horri- 


ble chen is the leaft fin that ftrikes an infinite 
great God,and Jamentable is the eftate of all 
chofe with whom thisGod is angry:thou haft 
infinite goodnefs to forfake thee, and infi- 
nite power and wrath to fet againft thee. 

4. Heisan €ternal Ged, without begine 
aing or end of being, P/al: 80.1. Great 
therefore is the folly of thofe men that pre- 
‘er alittle fhort pleafure before this eternal 
God, that like E/as fell away an everlafting 
inheritance for a little pottage, for a bafe luft 
and the pleafure of ic. 

5. He isan e4/l-fufficsent God, Gen. 17.1 
What lack you therefore ? you that would 
‘ain have this God, and the Jove of this 
God, but you are loath co take the pains to 
find him, orto beat coftco purchafe him 
with the lofs ofall ? Here’s infinite, eternal, 
orefent fweetne’s, goodnefs, grace, glo- 
ry and mercy to We found in this God. Why 
poft you from mountain co hill, why fpend 
you your. money, your shonghrs, time, en- 
f CA- 
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deaveurs, on things that-fatisfie not? Here 
is thy refting place.” Thy cloaths may warm 
thee, but they cannot feed thee ; thy meat 


may feed thee ; but cannot heal thee; thy 
Phyfick may heal thee, but cannot maintain 


thee s thy money may maintain thee 5 but. 


cannot comfort thee, when diftrefles of con 


fcience,and anguifh of heart come upon thee, 
this God is joy in fadnefs, light in drak- 
nefs, life in death, Heaven in Hell. Here 


is allthine eye ever faw, thine heart ever 
defired, thy tongue ever asked, thy mind 
ever conceived: » Here is all light in this Sun, 
and all water in this Seaj our of,whom as 


out of a Chriftal fountain, thou fhale drink | 


down all the refined fweetnels sof all crea- 
cures in Heaven and Earth for ever and ever. 
All the world is now feeking and tiring out 


themfelves for reft,here only it can be found. } 


6. Heis an Omnipotent God ; whereby he 
cando what everhe will: yeild therefore, 
and ftand not out in the finful or fubtil clofe 
maintenance of any one fin againft thisGod 
fo powerful, who can crufh theeat his plea- 
fure. 2 

7. He is an All-feeing God: He knows 
what poffibly can be or may be known ; ap- 


prove thy felf therefore to thié God onely 
in all chy ways. It’sno matter what men. 


fay, cenfure or think of thee. It’s no matter 
what thy fellow actours on'this ftage of che 
world imagine. God isthe gréat Spectator 


ng ete gree 6 > <4 


that beholds thee in every place: God 1s} 7 


t 
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| chy Spie, and takes compleat notice of all |. ; 
| the actions of thy life; and they arein print ‘There is a 


therefore in fecret, unlefs thou canft find out 
fome dark hole where the eye of God can- 
{not difcern thee. Mourn for thy fecret 
| negle& of holy duties, mourn for thy fecret 
| hypocrifie, whoradom, prophanenefs, and 
| with fhame in thy face come before this 
| God for pardonand mercy. Admire and 
| wonder at his patience,that having feen thee 
|hath not damnedthee. 

| 8. Heis asrveGod; whereby he means |g 4... 
| todo as he faith; Let every child of God | Gog. 
therefore know to his comfort, that what- 

fever he hath under a premife, thall one day 

| be all made good : ‘and fet all wicked men 

| know, whatever threatning God hath de- 
nounced, whatfoever arrows are inthe bow- 

i ftring, will one day flie and hit, and ftrike 

deep, and the longer the Lord isa drawing, 

| che deeper wound will Gods arrow (that ts, 

| Gods threatning) make. | 
| 9. He isan HolyGod: Be not afhamed | 9, an holy 
| therefore of holinefs, which if it afcenda-'| God. ~ 
| bove'the common ftrain of honefty,the blind | 

|} and mad world accounts it madnefs. ifthe 

| righteods, thatis, thofe that be moft holy, |: 

be fcarcely faved. where foall the ungodly and 

the finner appear ? 4 Pet. 4, 18. Where? not | 

| before Saints nor Angels, for holinefs 1§ } 
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their trade ; Not before the face of the Man 
Chrift Jefus, for holinefs was his meat and 
drink, ; Not before the face of a bleffeg: 


God, for holinefs is his Nature; Not in | 


Heaven, for no unclean thing crawls there ; 
they fhall never fee God . Chrift , Saints , 
Angels, or Heaven, to their comfort, that | 
are not holy: wear therefore that as thy} 
crown now, which will be thy glory in hea- | 
ven,and if this be to be vila, be more vile. = { 
10, Heisa juft and merciful God ; juft in 
himfelf , and fo will punifhy all fin: merci« 
ful in the face of Chrift, and fo will punifh 
no fin,having already born our punifhments | 
forthem. A juft God againft a hard-heart- 
ed finner, a merciful God cowards an hums 
ble finner, Ged isnot all Mercy, andno 
Juftice, nor all Jufticeand no Mercy. Sub- 
mit to him, his mercy embraceth thee. Re- 
fift him, his juftice purfues thee: Whena 
child of God is humbled indeed, common- 
ly he makes God a hard-hearted, cruel God, 
loath to help ; and faith, Can fuch a finner 
be pardoned ? A wicked man that was never 


humbled, makes God a God of clouts, one 


that (howfoever he fpeaks heavy words, yet 
heis a merciful God, and ) will not do as he 
faith , and he finds it no difficult. work to bes 


leeve che greateft fin may be pardoned : 


conceive therfore of him as you haye heard, 
Thirdly, Ged is glorious+in his Porfons, 
which are three, Father begetting, Sox be- 


his perfons ‘catia and the 4oly Ghost the third Perfon, | 


pro- | 
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| fore their fellows, or as before an Idol. 
| | People tremble not at his voiceinthe word 
| A King or Monarch will be ferved in State , 


a | 


j 
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| Houle, the Spiritgs glorious in dwelling'in 


| works of Creation , and in his works of Proe | glorious in 
, | widence and Government: wonder therefore | his works, 
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| Proceeding.Here the Father is called he Fa=| There isa 

ther of glory, Eph, 1. Chriftis called the Lord ibe: | 
of glory, 1.(.or. 2. and. the Spirit is called. ithe | 7 
Spirit af glory, 1 Pet. 4. the Father. is'glari- 
ous in his preat work of Eleétion s the Son is 
g'orious in his great work of Redemptions the 
holy Ghoft is glorious in his work of Appii- 
cation; the Father is glorious in chufi ng the 
houfe , the Son is glorious in buying the 


the Honfe, thatis, the heart of a poor loft 
faneries’ A. 86 on a : ne 
4. He ts glorious in his werks , in his! , God is 


that he fhould fo vouchfafe to look upon 
|fach worms, fach dunghils , fach Lepers as 
| we are, £0 provide, protect, to flay his Son 
to call, co ftrive, to wait, to give away him 
felf and all that he is worth, untous; Oh 
fear thisGod when you come before him. 
People come before God in prayer , as be- 


yet how rudely , -how flovenly do men 20 ; Theend 

about every holy duty ? Thus much.of the | of the fart: 

firft principle head » hut there is one moff | Principle. «| 

glorious God. Now weare to proceéd to the 

fecond. | | 
7) 


ne Eee 


The 2d. 
Prigciple. 


Doét. 1. 


The crea- 


tures mans | fore there wasa greater glory in man him- 


Servants. 


Objed. 


Anfw. 


| Object. 
| Anf{w. 


‘ous eftate; Man whenhe came firft out ot 


cult queftions about this. 1 will omit all 
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CHAP. II. 


That this God made all mankind at firft ina 


moft glorious and happy eftate, like unto bim- 
felf. 


po the opening of which Affertion 1 
have chofen this Text, Eecl. 7. 29+ Ged 
made man righteous 5 which clearly demon- 
firates, ont F fgast 

That God made all mankind at firft in 
Adam, in amok glorious,happy, and righte- 


Gods Mint, fhined moft glorious. There 
‘sa marvellcus glory in all creatures, ( the 
fervants and houfhold-ftuff of man) there- 


felf, theend ofthem. God calleth a Parlia- 
ment, and gathers a Councel when man was 
to be made; and faid, Come let as make man 
in our own Image ; as though all the wifdom 
of the Trinity fhould be feen in the creation 
ofman, . 

wherein did the glory and blef[edne/s of man 
appear £ 

Inthe impreffion of Gods Image upon 
him, Gen. 1.26. Can there be any greater 
slory fora Fofeph, fora fubje@, than to be 
jike his Prince ? 

what was the Image of God ? 

The Schoolmen and Fathers have many 
curious (yet fome neceffary) though diffi: 


theirs, 


| The Sincere Convert. Love? | 
theirs, and cell you only what ts the Apotties Man made 
judgment, Col. 3. 20. out of which this ge- | St ae 
neral defcription of Gods Image may be rhus| “8: 
| gathered : Jp is mans perfection of holinefs, | 
refembl ug Gods admirable Holine/s, whereby 
only man pleafech God. | 
For, all other inferidar creatures, did’ 
carry the marks and footfteps of Gods Pow- | 
er, Wifedow , Goodnefs, whereby all thefe| 
Attributes weregfeen. One of the moft 
perfect Attributes, his Holine/s , he would’ 
have men onely appear i, and be made ma- 
nifeft by man, his beft inferiour creature , 
asa Kings wifdom and bounty appears in 
managing the affairs of all his Kingdom; but | 
his Royal, Princely, and moft eminent per- | 
| fe@tions appear in the face and difpofition of 
'hisSon, nexc under him. But more particu 
| larly this Image of God appeared in thefe 
four particnlars. Bear 
1. lamans Underftanding : this was like | ee 
/Unto Gods. Now Gods Lmage here chiefly | 1.3n mar | 
| Confifted in this particular, viz. As God faw | underttan- | 
himfelf, and beheld his own infinite, endleG | 4s: | 
glory and exceliency ; foman was privy to 
Gods excellency, and faw God mos elori- 
oully ; as CAMofes, though a finful man, faw 
; him face to face,much more Adzm,a perfet 
man; God loving man, could do noleR} 
then reveal himfelfco man. © ied 5 Fabs 
2. In his affeGions: the Image of God | afeai 
chiefly appeared intwo things 3. 
. Firit, as God feeing himéeif , loved hia- 


| |. * C Pe leis | 
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Man made 
in a blefled 
eftate. 


3. In mans 
will, 


| God, was turned into a lump of love, tc 


Hiatt end: fo did Adam will God, as his laft 


| mutably) but good for Gods will was his. 


— -—- 
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(elf: fo efdam feeing God, toved this God 
more then the World , more then himiels 
As Iron put‘into the fire, feems to be no- 
ching but fire. foeddam being beloved o} 


love God again. 
“Secondly , -asGod delighted in himfelf : 
fo did Adam delight in God , took fwee: 
repofe in the bofome of God. Methinks” 
(ee Adam rapt‘up in coctinual extafies in 
having this God. 
3. Inhis will: che Image of God chiefly 

appeared in two things + °° | 

- Firft, as God only willed himfelf, as-his 


eid, not as man doth now. 
- Secondiy. as God willed nothing but good 
(o did’ Adam will nothing (though not im- 


4. In his life Gods Image did appear thus 
thac even as God, if he had aflumed mans na- 
‘ture, would have lived outwardly; fodid 
| Adam: for God would have lived accor- 
| ding to his own will, law, and rule: fo did 
Adam, e4dams body was the Lanthorn 
through which Holinefs like a Lamp burning 
in his heart, fhined; this was Gods Image, 
| by meansof which (as itis faid in the defcri- 
prion ) he pleafed God: fimilttude being | 
the ground of love: and hence God did 
| moft dearly love him, and highly honour 
‘him to be Lord over all creatures, no evil 
| (continuing in that eftate) could burt him ; 


here’ 


y $i ‘ 
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here was no forrow , noficknefs, no tears, Kacy oda 
no feares, no death, no he'l, nor ever fhoutd | in a bleffed 
have been, ifthere he had ftood. “ro | eftate. 
Objett.. How was this eftate ours > SVv™~ 
Anfw. As Chrifts righteoufmels isa Be- 
|deevers by imputation, though he never per-. 
formed it himfelf: fo Adamsrighteouinefs 
| and Image was imputed to us, and account- 
ed ours; for <dam received our ftock: or 
Patrimony to kegp it for us,’ and: to convey 
ic tous. Hencehe proving Bankrupt, we 
loft it: But we had it in his'‘hands, as an 
Orphan may have a preatveftate teft him, 
‘though he never receive ones penny of it 
from him that was his Guardian that fhould 
| have kept it for him:, and conveyed icto 
him. fai tb, S14 ns | 
. Here fee the-horrible nature of fin, that 
plucks: man’ down by the? ears from his a Fy 
throne, from his perfection; though never fo | 1h | 
great. Adam might have pleaded for him: % 
felf,and havefaid : Although I-have finned, | 
yet it is but one and the fir& faule. Lords be- | 
hold iam chy firft born : Oh pity my poor 
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pofterity, whoare for ever undone, ifthou 
forgivelt not. Yecfee, one fin weighs bim. | 
down.and all his poftericy (as we fhal| hear) | 

into eternal ruin. - 

Hence learn, how juftly God may require | ufe 2. 
perfect obedience. to all the law of every | God may 
man, and curfe him if he cannot perform it’ | cas Res 
becaufe man was at firft made in fuch a glo- | ite ae 
rious eftate, wherein he had power siven him | 

. to | 
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the Law. 
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to pleafe Goa perfebtly : God may therefore 
require this debt of perfed obedience: Now 
man is broke and in prifon , in hell he muft 


Man made 
ina blefled 
eftate, © 


farthing. becaufe God trufted him with a 
frock, which if he had well improved, he 
might have paidall. itd i? 
‘afe 3. ,~. See what caufe every man hath to lament 
‘Mantath | his: miferable eftate he is now fallen into, 
ee For beggers children totive Vagrants and 
mente | noar , 1s not fo lamentable as for a great 
Princes children to become fuch ; one ne- 
ver in favour! with the Prince, grievesnot 
as he doth that'was once in favour, but now 
caft ont: .-Manisnow rejected.of God, that 
Man before | was beloved of God « he is nowa runnagate 
histallwas | yp and down the earth, that was once a 
Pence | Prince and Lord of all the world. This is one 
and Lord. |. denier 
aver the. | @Beravation: of the damneds forrow; Oh 
world. | the bopes,the means, the mercies that once I 
un had ! Can thefe, do thefe lament for the lofs 


what hearts then have men that cannot, do 
not, that willinoc lament the lofs. of fuch 
[pecial high favours now gone, which once 
ithey had > deisfaid, char thofe that faw the 
glory of the firft Temple wept, when they 
(aw the glory of the fecond, and how infe- 
riour it was to the firft. You thar either 
| have the Temple of God begun to be repair-. 
'redin you, or not begun ae alls; Oh think 
of the Temple burnt, che glory of God now 
| vanifhed and loft. | 
This 
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of their hopes and common mercies ? Lord, 
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AYNo | lye for ever, tfhe cannot pity Juftice every | 
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This fpeaks comfort to all Gods people. 
If all Adams pofterity were perféctly righ- 
teous in him, then thou that art of the blood 
Royal, and in Chrift art perfe@ly righteous 
in him much more , in as much as the righ- 
teoufnefs of the fecond Adam, exceeds the 
firft, fo art thou more happy, more holy in 
the fecond Adam, then ever the firft in 
himfelf was ; he might lofe all his righteouf- 
nefs : but the fecopd Adam cannot,hath not; 
{o thatif Chrift may be damned, then thou 
mayeft, elfe not. 

This likewife reproveth three forts of peo- 

le. 
: 1. Such as are afhamed of holinefs. Lord, 
what times are we fallen into now? The 
Image of God, which was once mens glory, 
is now their fhame; and fin, which is mens 
fhame, isnow their glory. The world hath 
raifed up many falfe reports of holy courfes, 
calling it folly and precifenefs, pride, hypo- 
crifie, and that whatfoever fhews men may 
make, they are as bad as the worft, iftheir 
fins were writin their foreheads. Hence it 
cometh to pafs , thatmany a man, whois 
almoft perfwaded to be 4 new man , and to 
turn over a new Jeaf, dares not, will nor, for 
fhame of the world, enter upon religious 
courfes. What willchey think of me then? 
(faith he)men are afhamed to refufe to drink 
healths, and hence maintain them Sawful. 
Our gallants are afhamed to ftay a mile be- 
hind che fafhion: hence they will defend 


4 


a 
Man made 
in a bleffed 


Comfort 
to Gods 
people. 


Ufe 5. 


A three- 
fold repre. 
henfion, 


Men for 
fhame of 
the world 
are afraid 
to enter 
upon reli- 
Pi0UuS cour= 
{es, 


open | 


| Man made 
in a blefled 
eftate. 

VAY NS 


Men that 

| content © 
themfelyes 
, witha cer= 
, tain meta- 
‘fure of. 

| holinefle 

; and gono 
'furcher. 


¢ 24 


~ 


is as he Sincere Convert. 


open and naked breafts , and ftrange appa- 
rel, as things comely. Oh time-fervers ! 
that have fome con/cience to defire to be ho- 
neft, and tobe reputed fo, yet conform 
themfelves to all companies; if they hear 
others fwear, they are afhamed to reprove 
then; they are -afhamed co enter the lifts: 
of holy difcourfe in’ bad company, and 
they will pretend: difcretion, and we maft 
not caft pearls before fyjne,, but the bot- 
tome of the bufinefsis, they are afhamed to 
be holy. Oh fearful! Isit a fhame to be 
ike God ? Oh finful wretches ! It is a cree 
dit to be any thing but religious, and with 
many, Religion is a fhame: I wonder with 
what facechou dareft pray, or with what 
' look thou wilt bebold the Lord of glory,’ at 
the laft day, who arta hamed of him now, 


Devils then? Doeft thou look for: wages 
| from Chrift, that art afhamed to own Chrift, 
| or co wear his Livery. eiies 


hi 2: Ic reproves them that hate holt- 
} 


nefs., which is more then to be afhamed 
OF IG sets wick ! 
|» 3. Itreproves them that conten them- 
| felves witha certain meafure of holinefs Per 
ife& holinefs was Adams Image whereby he 
pleafedGody and thal] alictle holinefs con- 

tentthee 2 ses : Rs 
“Now there are thefe three forts of them, 
1.The formalif,who contents bimfelf with 
fome holinefs, as much as will credit it 
1e 


{ d 


that will be admired of all men, Angels aad } 


=> 


ee 
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The form and name of Religion is bones, a4. made 
honour fometimes ;, but the power and pra- | in a blefed 
citce of it isonus,a burden; hence men take | eftate. 

up the firft, and fake off the fecond, And | “Y/Y 
indeed the greateft- part take up this courfe, | 
if they have no goodnefs , they fhould 

be the fhame , fcorn, and-table-calk of the 

times; thereforeevery man will for his ho- 

nours fake have this form, Now this form 
iSaccording to the mould wherein he is caft: 

If his acquaintance be but civil, he will be | Formall — 
like chem, 1f they be more exac,as to pray, jis con ; 
read , conferre, he will not ttay one inch| ).” 


af ~ | the compa- 
behinde them. If to be better then ‘his | ny ‘ey, 


SSeS 


companions, to bear the bell before them | keep. 
will credit him, he will be to whatever it 

coft him; bur yet he never will be fo ex. 

act in his courfe asto be bated forit, on- 

lefs he perceives the hatred he contracts | 
from fome men, fhall be recompenced with | 
the more love and eredic by other men. 

He difguifech himfelf according to the pla- 
ces.or company he comesinto King fo- 
afbwas agoodman folongas fzhoiada the | 
Prieft lived. If a little Religion will ferve | 

to credit men, that fhall ferve for thar: 
| time; if more in another place, you thal] 
then have them-commending good men,’ 
good Sermons, good Books, and drop, 
forth two or three good featences; what | 
will they think of him then ?- they cover | 
themfelves over with thefe Fig leaves of 
; common honefty, to cover cheir naked- | 
 neffe ; | 
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sit st neffe ; they baie all their courfes over with 
Man made | poyefty , thatthey may catch, for they fifh 
| inablef- ! 

fed effare. | only for, credit. Onemay trap thefe peo- 
U-V ~)| ple thus : Follow themtin their private hou- 
a 7 ot | fes there is wordline/s, paffion, loof{nefss and 
malifts | tg their private chambers, there they ordi- 


fhutfline : : 
saGode | marily neglect or fnufile over duties co their 


you fhall then fee thefe flage-players., their 
| fhop-windows are fhut , here no honefty ts 


refpe& comes not inat this door where none 
beholds them; Jet either Minifter, or any 
faithful friend fearch, trie, difcover, accufe 
| and condemn thefe men as rotten (though 
guilded) pofts, as unfound hollow-hearted 


b] 


‘ wretches, their hearts will fwell like Toads, 
and hifs like {nakes , and bark like dogs a- 
gainft them that thus cenfure them, becaufe 
they rob them of their God they ferved, 
their gain is gone. 

2. The guilty felf-condemned finner, that 
oes further then the Formalift, and con- 
tenss himfelf with fo much holinels as will 
quiet him, and hence all the heathen have 


; sisoetateae'| confcience to trouble them. This man, if 
he hath lived in foul fins, and begins to be 

sar of the} wrackt and troubled for them, he willthen 
| panith- | confefs and forfake thofe fins; but how ? 
| He | Asa Dog doth his meat,not becaufe he hates 
Rae ae hic carrion, but becaufe he fears the cudgel ; 
:... | be performs holy duties, not becaufe he will 


their fins. 


*' 
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| duties. private vain thoughts. In this Tyring-houfe ; 


to be feen fcarce , becaufe their gain, their | 


had fome Religion, becaufe they had fome | 
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ufe chem, but becaufe he muft ufe them,there 
is no quiet elfe. If Con/cience be ftill,he omits 
duties: if Confcience cry and ftir, he falls to 
| duties, and fo hath his good mood, as Cox- 
{cience hath his fits. They boaft.and crow 
over hypocrites, becaufe the holinefs chey 
have is not a bare fhew ; No, but itis to 
ftop thy Confcience , and only cto quiet the 


— 


— } clamors of that. Thou doft bribe, and fo 


quiet (che Bailiffa) thy Con/cience, by thy 
praying, hearing, and forrewing, but GO D 
thy Judgehath heavy things co lay tothy 
charge before whom thou fhalt fhortly with 
dread appaar. | 

3. The pining and devout hypocrite , that 
being purfued with che fear of hell, goes fur- 
ther, and labours for juft fo much holinefs as 
will fave him only, and carry him to Heaven 
atlaft. Hencethe young manin the Go/pe/ 
came with that great queftion to Chrilt, 
which many unfound hearts come with 
to Minifters now, Whar he foould do to 
inherit eternal life 2. Thefe people fet up fuch 
aman intheir thoughts to be avery honeft 
man, and one doubriefs chat fhall be faved, | 
and hence they wil cake him co be their copy | 
and Sampler, and labour to do as he doth, | 
and to live juft as he fives, and co hold opi- | 
nions as he holds, and fo hope to be faved. | 
They will ask very inquifitively , what is the 
leaft meafure of grace, and the leaft grain of | 
faith? andthe beft Sermons are not fuch as | 
bumble them moft, but fuch as flatter them, 
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will fave 
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-nefsnot to | will honour Chrift , bucafter juf fo.much 
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-_ \ beft s wherein they may hear how weil good 
Man made | gefires are accepted of by God; which if 
fed eftare. | they hear to be of that virtue to fave them, 
iy ~) | Ged thal! be ferved only with good defires , 

and the Devil ix their aélions all their lives. / 
Many mn | Thus chey make any thing ferve for God ; 


ld : 
ee holi- | they labour not after fo much holinefs as 


honour —_| as will bear their charges'to Heaven,and fave 
Chrift, but} themfelves. For thisis qne of the grearett 


b 3 3 
Se a differences betwixt achilde of Godandan 
vesco hea- | hypocrite. In their obedience,the one taxes 
ven. up duties out of love to Chrift, to bave him, 


and herice he mourns dayly, becaufe Chritt 

: is no greater gainer by him: che other out of 
| love to himfeif, meerly to fave his own foul ; 
‘and hence he mourns for his fins. becaufe 
‘ they may damn him. Remember that place 

therefore, 1 Cor 15. alt. 

Anfw. 6. Laftly, labour to get this Image of G 0 D | 
Som ate | renewed again. Honeft men wili labour to 
ees cade I pay their debts; this is Goss abr: How do 
To be like) men labour co be inthe fafhion ? better to 


God is the! be out of the world than out of the fafhi- 
fathion of (on.To be like God is heavens fafhion, Angels 


Pee fathion, and ic will bein fafhion one day, 
Baten, whenthe Lord Fe/us {hal appear: then if thou 
haft the fuperfcriprion and Image of thede- | 
cet | vil, and not che Image OF Godupon thee, |" — 
vee che te | God. and Corift will never own thee ar that | ‘ 
Ns | day. Labour therefore to have Gods Image re- | 
God. | ftored agaia,and Satans wath out,feek not as) ~ 
| many do,to purchafe fuch and fuch a grace | 
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_ 1. Labour co mortifie.and fubdue that | « 
fin which is oppofire in thine heart to that fea bi shi 
grace. Firft pwt off the old man, and then gi, 
put on the new Eph. 4. CV™ 
2. Labour for a melting tender heart for 
the leaft fin. Gold is then only fic to receive 
the impreffion when it is tender and is melt- | -- 
ed ; when thine heart is heated therefore at Rom.’6, 7. 
a Sermon, cry out, Lord now ftrike, now i 


Imprint chine Image upon me. 

3. Labour to fee the Lord Jefus in his 
Glory. For as wicked men looking upon the 
evil example of great ones in the world, 
that will bear them out, grow like chem 
invillany: fo the very beholding the g/ors- 
ous grace in Christ, this great Lord of glo 
ry transformeth men into this Image, 2 
Cor. 3.17,16. Asche glafs fet full againft 
the Sun, receives nor onely the beams, as 
allother dark bodies do, but the Image of 
the Sun: So the underftanding with open 
face bebolding Chrift , is turned into the | 
Image and likenefs of Chrift. Mennow a- 
days look only co the beft mens lives,and fee | | 
how they walk, and reft here ; Oh look | 
higher to this bleffed face of God in Chrift | 
as thine own. As the application of the feal | 
tothe wax, imprints the Image: fo to view 
the grace of Chrift: as af thine. imprints the | 
fame Image ftrongly onthe foul. I come | 
now to the third principal Head in order, | 

| which I fhall infift upon out of Riom. 3. 23. | 
ell breve finned and deprived of the glory of | 
CH 
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CHAP. IIJ. 
! That all mankind is fallen by fin from that. 
1 Phe: chird glorious ‘cftate he Was made in , into a moft 
| Principle. woful and miferable condition. 
|-Mans mi- 


| fery by his tl fee Devil abufing the Serpent, and man 
j fall. -abufing his own free-will, overthrew 
| Adam, and iohim all hig pofterity by fin, | 
Gen 3.1, 2,3, Ge - | 

Now mans mifery appears in thele two 
things. | 

1. His mifery in regard of fin. 

2. His mifery in regard of the confequen- 
ces of fin. 

1. His mifery inregard of fin, appearsin 
_ | thefe particulars. 

ae mi-| yz, Every man living is born guilty of 4- 
cadet |4ams fin. Now the juftice and equity of 
| a God, in laying this fin to every mans charge, 

though none of Adams pofterity perfonally 
committed it, appears chus : 
Firft, if Adam ftanding, aM mankind had 
% | ftood; thenitis equal, that he falting, all 
his pofterity fhould fall. All our eftates were 
ventured in this fhip : therefore if we fhould 
have been partakers of his gains, if hehad 
continued fafe, it’s fic we fhould be parta- 
kers of his lofs too. ; 

But fecondiy, we are alline4dam, asa 
whole Country in a Parliament-man, the 
whole Country doth what he doth. And. 
although | 
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| Adam to ftand for us, yerthe Lord made it 
| for us; who being goodnefs it felf', bears 
| more good will to man,than he can,or could 
| bear to himfelf; and being Wifdom it felf, 
_ | made tbe wifeft choice, and took the wifett 
courfe for the good of man: For this made 
| moft for mens fafety and quiet ; for ifhe had 
| ftood, all fear of lofing our happy eftate 
| had vanifhed; whereas if every man had 


_ | would ever have been in fear of falling. 

And again, this was the fure way to haue 
all mens ftates preferued ; for having the 
| charge of the eftates of all men that ever 
_|fhould be in the world , he was the more 
| preffed to look the more about him , and fo 
| co be more watchful, chat he be not robbed 
_ | and fo undo and procure the curfes of fo ma- 

{oy thoufands againft him, Adaw was the 
head of mankind, and all mankind naturally 
are members of thathead: and if the head 
invent and plot treafon, andthe head pra- 
| Gtife treafon againft the King or State, the 
| whole body is found guilty, andthe whole 
{body muft needs fuffer. Adam was the poy- 
| foned root and ciftern of all mankind; now 
{the branches and ftreams being inthe root 
| and (pring originally they therefore are tain- 
{ted with the fame poyfoned principles. If 
‘| thefe things fatisfie not, God hath a day 
coming wherein he will reveal his own righ- 
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| although we made no particular choice of 
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| been left to ftand or fall for himfelf, aman | 
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Oh that men would confider this fin, and | 
that the coalideration oF ie could humble 
Peoples hearts! If any mourn for fin, it 
is for che moft part for orher foul actiaal fins, 
few for this fim that firft made the Breach 
and began the controverfie betwixt God 
and Man. Next unto the fin againft che hol) 
Ghoft, and contempt of the Go/pel, this ts 
the greatef fin chat cryeth lowdeftin Gods 
| ears for vengeance , day and night, againt 
a world of men. For now mens fins area 
gainft God in their bafe and low eftates ; bur | 
this fin was committed againft Jehovah, wher 
man was atthe cop of his preferment. Re- 
bellion of a Traitor ona dunghil, is not to 
ereatasof a favoritein Court. Little fins 
againght light, are made horrible: no fin 
by any man committed, was ever againft-fo 
much light as ef'dam bad. This fin was the 
firft that ever difpleafed God. Drunkennels 
deprives God of the glory of Soérsety; who- 
Seaway: ring, of (haftiex; bur this fin darkens the 
Ep mice | Very Sun, defaces all the Image of God, the 
| iced all | glory of man and the glory of God tn man ; 
che Image | thisis the firtt fin ever did thee mifchief. This | 
ofGod. | fin likea Captain, hath gathered cogether 
_ | allchofe croops and fwarms of finsthat now 
‘take hold uponthee. Thank this fin foran 
bard heart. thou fo much complaineft of ; 
| chank chis fin for chat hellith darknefs that 
loverfpreads thee. This hathraifed Satan,) | 
esta | Death; Judgment, Hell, ana Heaven againft | | 
at | thee. 
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| Ob confider thefeYins tharare packt up in Mans mi-, | 
| this evil. 1. Fearful 4poftafie from God like a Sery by his 
{devil. 2. Horrible Rebellion againtt God in! fal. ? 
joining fides with the Devil and taking Gods | Lt. Apolte> 
greateft enemies part apainft God. 3.Woful fe... 
Unbelicf , in fufpe@ing Gods thréats to be 2. Rebelli- 
crue. 4 Fearful B/a/phemy in conceiving the de 
Devil (Gods enemy and mah murderer) to 3: 3. Unbes 
be more true in his temptations, than God in. wee he 
his threatning. 5. Morrsble Pride,in thinking Se ee 
to make this fin of eating the forbidden 5. Pride, 
—dfruit, to bea ftep anda ftair co rife higher} 
and to be like God bimielf. : £ Gon. 

6. Fearful contempt of Gad, making bold Hempe af 
to rufh upon the fword of the threacning fe- } Gods 
-feretly, noc fearing the plague denounced. |. 

| 7. Horrible Unthankfulne(s, when God | 7, RES 
had given himal! bur one tree , and yet he  thankiule 
mutt be fingring that roo. . pels 

8. Horrible Theft, in taking that which | b Thef: 
wasnoneofhisown. ( 

9. Horrible Zds/aty, in doting upon, and 
loving the creature more then God the Cre- 
actor, who is blefled for ever. 

“You therefore that now fay, no mancan 
fay, black is your eye, you have lived civilly 
all your dais, lodk upon this one Br levOus | 
iin; take a full view of it, which thou hatt | 
never thed one tear for as yet, and fee thi) 
ay by it, and wondet at Gods aifienck: | 
he hach ipared thee who watt born branded | 
/) with ic, & nafk lived guilty of tr, and mult pe- 
Jeuhh for ever for | it, fF the Lord from Hea ve Pn 
p pity thee nor, R D Buel 
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mara But here is not all, confider fecondly , 
fayby be | Over ATS born ftark dead in fin, Ephe/. 
| fall. 13. 1. heis born empty of every inward prin- 
, ciple of life, void of all grace, and hath ne 
| more good in him, ( whatfoever he thinks) 
\chana dead carrion hath. And he is under 
ithe power of fin, asa dead man is under 
the power of death, and cannot perform 
lany a@ of life: their bodies are living cof- 
fins to carry a dead foul yo and down in. 

| *Tis true (I confefs) many wicked men do 
jmany good actions , as praying , hearing , 
| Almefdeeds, but it is not from any inward 
| principle of life. External motives, like 
| plummets ona dead ( yet artificial ) clock, 
lene of the | fet them arunning. feb was zealous, but 
| wicked, | it was only for a Kingdom: the Pharifees 
how finful.| gave adms only to be feen of men. If one 
| i writea Will witha dead mans hand decea- 
fed, chac Will cannot ftand in any Law, ic 
| was not his Will, becaufe it was not writ by 
him, by any inward principle of life of his 
own. Pride makes a man preach, pride 
makes a man hear, and pray fometimes. 
Self-love ftirs up ftrange defires inmen, fo 
that we may fay, this is none of Gods act 
by his grace in the foul , bur pride and felf- 
love. Bring adead man to thefire, and 
chafe him, and rub him, you may produce 
fome heat by this external working upon 
him: but cake him from the fire again 
and he is foon cold: fo many a man that 
lives under a found Minifter, under the !afh- 
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esand knock of a chiding, ftriving Confci. Mans mis 
ence, he hath fome heat tn him, fome af-, {ty by his 
| fections , fome fears, fome defires, fome | 
forrows ftirred, yet take him from the AGi-! ~ 
nifter, and his chafing Con/cience , and he 
Srows cold again prefently because he wants 
an inward principle of life. 

Which point might make usto takeup 


{a bitcer lamentatation for everv natural le z a! 
man. Itis faid, Sxodvs 12.30, That there cua 


was A gre't cry in Egypt, for th-re was vot 
an houfe wheréin there was not one found dead, 
| OLord, in fome towns and families; what 
a world of thefeare there ? Dead husband, 
dead wife, dead fervants , dead children, 
walkigg up and down with their fins, (as 
Fame faith fome men do after death) with 
grave-cloaths about them; and Ged 
onely knows whether ever they fhall live 
again or not. How do men lament the lof 
of their dead Friends ! Oh thou hafta pre- G 
cious foul in thy bofome ftark dead 5 there- Neruatee 
fore lament thine eftate, and confider ic {e- ante 
rioufly; dead while 
_ Firft, adead man cannot ftir, nor offer | he lives. 
to ftir; a wicked-man cannot fpeak one; 1: Dead 

.,| men cans 
good word, or do any good adion, il Korie 
Heaven it felf did lie ac the fake for doing | 
/{tt, nor offer to thake off his fins, nor think | 
one goodthought. Indeed he may fpeak | 


jand think of good things, but he cannot 
|have good fpeeches , nor good thoughts ; 
as an holy man may think of evil things, 
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| 4. Dead . 
| men nei~ 
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as of the fins of the times , | the the thought 
of thofe evil things, is good, not evil, io 


Secondly, adead man fears no dangers, 
though never fo great, though never ‘o 
near. Let Minifters bring a natural mar { 
tydings of the approach of the devouring 
plagues ofGod denounced, he fears them no: 

Thirdly, adead man cannot be drawn to 
accept of the bet offer’ Let (riff come 
out of Heaven, and fall about the neck of a 
natural man, and with tears in his eyes be- 
feech him to take his blood, him/e!f, his’ 
Kingdom, and leave his fins, he cannot | 
receive this offer. 

Fourthly, adead man is ftark blind, and 
can fee nothing, and ftark deaf, and hears 
nothing, he cannot tafte any thing : foa 
natural man is ftark blind, he fees no God, 
no Chrift, no wrath of the Almighty, 
no glory of Heaven. He hears the voice of 
aman, but he hears not the voice of God in: 
a Sermon, He favoureth not the things of Govs 
Spirit. | 

Fiftly, a dead man is fencelefs, and feels 
nothing : fo, ca& mountains of finupona 
wicked manyhe feels no hurc until che flames 
of bell break out upon him. 

Sixchy, adead man is a fpecchlets man. 
he cannot {peak unilets it be like a Parret. 

Seventhly , he ts a breathlels man; a 
natural man may fay a prayer, or divifea 
prayer out of his memory and wit, or he| @ 

| ir may! | 
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may havea few fhort-winded withes ; but 
to pour our kis foul in prayer, in the bo- 
fome of God, with groans unnutterable, he 
cannot. Iwonder notto fee fo many Fa- 
milies without Family prayer; Why ? They 
are dead men,and lie rotting in their fins. 
E:ghthly,a dead man hath left all beauty: 
foa meer natural man hath foft all glory ; 
he is an ugly creature in the fight of God, 
good Men, and Aggels, and: fhall one day 
be an abhorring to all fleth. 

Ninthly, a dead man hath his worms 
gnawing him: fo natural men have the 
worm of confcience breeding now; which 
will be gnawing chem fhortly. 

Laftiy, dead men want nothing bur caft- 
ing inco the grave: fothere wants nothing. 
but cafting into hell for a natural man. 
So that as eAbrahbam loved Sarah well while 
living , yet when fhe was dead , he feeks 
for a burying place for her to carry ker 
out of his fight: So God may let fome 
| fearful judgment loofe, and fay to it, 
| Take this dead foul out of my fight, ec. 
it wasa wonder that Lazarus, though ly- 
ing but four days in the grave, fhould 
: live again. Oh wonder thou, chat ever 
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God fhould let thee live, that haf been rot- 
| ting in thy fin, twenty, thirty, perhaps fix- 
| ty years cogether, 7 IIT. 
; Idd. Every natural man.and woman is | Natural 
| born full of all fin, Rom, .29. as full en Be 
asa Toad is of poyfon, as full as ever his |?" " 


| of fin, 
’ s 
| iss at S$ai0 | 


SS 


sists inf skin can hold; mind, will, eyes, month ; 
fery by hus | EVErY limb of his body, and every piece of 
fall, his foul is full of fin; their hearts are 
Ww | bundles of finne : hence Solomon faith, 

Foolifanes is bound up in the heart of achild; 

whole treafures offin. An evil man ( faith 
Chrift) out of the evil treafure of hes heart, 
Jam. 3.6 “bringeth forth evil things ;, nay, raging leas 


of fin. The tongue ua world of miichief. 
What is the heart then ? For ot of the aban- 
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dance of the heart the rongue [peak:th: 10 
thac look about thee and fee, whatever fin 
is broached, and runs out-of any mans 
heart into his life through the whole world, 
all chofe finsare in thine heart; thy mind is 
a neft of ailthe foul Opinions , Herefies , 
} that ever were vented by any man; thy 
ieee isa ftinking finkhole of all A:heifme, 
Sodomy, Blaiphemy,Murder, Wi oredome, 
Adultery, Witchcrafe, Buggery ; fo -that 
if chou haft any goed thing i inthee, itis but 
asa drop of Rofewater in a bowl of poyfon; 
where fallen,it is all corrupted, 
Tristrue, thou feeleft nat all thefe chings 
‘flirring in thee at onetime, no morethan 
[He izael thought he was or fhould be fach a 
| Hagack 3 ood-fucker , when he asked the Prophet 
ene lifoa.| Elifha if he were a Dog; but they arein 
‘thee likea neft of Snakesin an old hedge. | 
| Af. houpa they break not ont into thy Ite, | 
' chey lie jurking in thy bearc, they are there | 
as a filthy guddie in a barrel, which rons | 
not out, becsule chou happily wanteit the | 
( \ 
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temptation or occafion to broach and tap | aging mie 
thine heart, or becaufe of Gods reftrain- | fery by his 
ing grace by Fear, Shame, Educatios, and | fall. 
good (Company, thou art reftrained and bri- 
diedup. andtherefore when one came to 
comfort that famous pi@ure, pattern and 
| monument of Gods jufice by feven years | 
horrour, and grievous diftrefs of confcience: | 
whenone told him henever had committed 
fach finnes as (Manaffes , and therefore he 
was not’ the greateft finner fince the creati- 
tion, ashe conceived, he replyed, thache 
(hould have been worfe than ever CWanalles 
was, if he had lived in his time, and been 
on his throne: | 
Mr. Bradford would never have lookt Mr. Brad 
upon any ones lewd life with one eye, bur he | ford. 
would prefently return within his own-breat 
with the othereye, and fay, In thz my vile | 
breft remains that fin, which without Gods | 
fpecial grace I foould have committed aswell 
| ashe. Oh me thinks this might pull down 
mens proud conceits of themfelves, efpeci- | 
ally fuch as bear up and comfort themfelves 
intheir fmooth, honeft, civil life, fuchas 
through education have been wafhed from 
all foul finnes, they were never tainted with 
whuredome, {wearing , drunkennefs, or 
prophanenefs ; and here they think them- 
felves fo fate, that God cannot finde in | 
bis heart to have a thought of damning | 
| them. 
h confider of this point, which may | 
; D 4 make | 
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 Ncangmnie | make thee pull thine hair from thine head, | 
Wat NS ML ; ’ 
fery by his and turn thy cloaths to fackcloth, andj} 
fall. run up and down with amazement and 
WY | palenefs in thy face» and hoyrour in thy 


confcience, and tearsin thine eyes. What} 
though thy life be fmoorh, whar though 
thy outfide, thy fepulchre be painted ? Oh 
thou art full of rottennefs, of fin within. | j 
Guilty, not before men, as the fins of thy 
‘fife makethee , but before God, of all the} 
fins chat fwarm and roir in the whole 
World at this day, for God looks to, the 
j heart 5 suilry chou art therefore of heart- 
i whoredom, heart-fodomy , heart-blafphe- 
my , heart-drunkennefs heart-boggery , 
| heart oppreffion, heart-idolatry; and thele 
| atetite fins chat terribly provoke the wrath 
| of Almighty God againft thee. J/at. 57.17. 
| For the ivigu'ty of his:covctoufne/s (fab our 
'trarflation.) J fmore him; butthe Hebrew 
| renders it better , for the iniquity of bis con- 
| 
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| cupifence (which is the fin of his heart and | 
nature) J (mete lim As.a King is angry 
and mutters op his Army againft rebels, nor 
Lonly which bring his fouldiers out to fight ; 
| bur who keeps fouldiers in their trenches} 
iceady for to fight. Thefe fins of thine heart |’ 
i Sins sai are all ready -armed:to fight againft God 
 higeniprtel Mt the Wa‘el ward or alarm of aby tempiatt. 
liken the | OMe’ Nay, I dare affirm and will prove it, chat | 
‘tins ofthe | thefe fins provoke God to anger, arid are 
hike _as bad, if not worfe than the fins of thy life : 
ee |For, 3 i i i 
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a. The fin of chine heart or nature. is . 

5 depo , é | Mans mi- 
the caufe, che womb, that contains, breeds, | fery by his 
brings forth’, fuckles afl the litter, allche | fall, ~~ 
troop of fins that are in thy life; and there- | “VW 
fore giving life and being co all other, it’s hs 
che grearett fin. ge 
~ 2. Sinne is more abundantly in the heart 
_thenin the life. An actual finne is buta 
lictle breach made by the fea of finne in 
thine heart, where all fin, all poyfon is 
met and. mingled together. Every aQual 
finne is but asa fhred broken off from the 
great bottome of fianein the heart; and 
hence Chrift faith, Out of the abundance of | 
the heart the wouth-{peaketh; and ont of the 
evil treafure of the heart we bring forth evil 
things» A man. {pending money (I mean 
finne in the life) is nothing to his treafure 
of fin in the heart. | 

3. Sinne is continually in the heart. |<... ae the | 
A&ual fiones of the life flie out like fparks, | heart break 
and vanifh, but this brand is always glow- | out like 
ing within: the toad fpits poyion fome- | {parks in 
times, but it retainsand keepsa poyfonful the actions, 
na‘ure always. Hence the Apoftle calls it 
Siane that dwells in me, that is, which all- Rom. 7, 
ways lies and remains in me. So thatin| ~ 
regard of the finnes of thy heart, thoa 
doeft rendin piecesand break, 4. Allthe 
Laws ot God. 2- Atone clap: 3. Every 
‘moment of thy. life. On! me thinks the 
thought of this might rend an heart of 
rockin pieces, to, think lam aiways griev- | 
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pee in the fight of blinde finful men. 
ruralman. | deed he may doe many things, which for 
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4.2 
Mansmie )i98 God, at all times whatfoever I’ do. | 
fery by his} 4+ Aé€tual finnesare only in the life and | 
fall. outward porch; finnes of the heart are} 
Neer ce within the inward Houfe. One enemy | 
‘helifeig | Within the City ts worfe than many without; | 
lasinthe |@ Lraytor on the Throne is worfe thena | 
| porch, bur} Traytor in the open field. The heart is | 
fin inthe .| Chriffs rhronz. A Swinein the beft room | 
| meres aS_| is worfe then in the outward houfe, More | 
Srey I might fay. but thus you fee, finnes of the | 
| life, are not fo bad, nor provoke Gods | 
wrath fo fiercely againft thee, asthe finnes | 
of thine heart. Mourn therefore not fo | 
much thet thou haft not been fo bad as) 
«others are, bac look upon thy black feet, | 
sae look within thine own heart, and lament | 
yoke God \that in regard of thy fins there, thou art | 
morethan | asbad asany ; mourn not fo much meerly | 
theGnsof af that thou haft finned, asthat thou hatt a | 
| the life, nature fo finful, that itis thy nature to be | 


proud, and thy nature be vain and deceit. | 
ful, and loath not only thy finues; but | 
thy felf for thy fin, being brim-full of un: | 
righteoufs. But here is not all, confider | 


fourthly. 


LV. That whatever a natural man doth, | 


is finne, as the infide is full, fo the out- 


fide is nothing elfe but finne, at leaft in; 


the fight of an holy God, though not | 
To- | 


the matter of them are good , ashe may 
give alms, pray, fast, come to Church, but 
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as they come from him theyarefin; asa/,,... 
ns mi~ 

man may fpeak good words, but we can>  (.,y by his 

not endure to hear him fpeak, becaufe of | fall, 

his ftinkiug breath which defiles them:|“V™ 

fome actions indeed from their general| 

nature are iudifercnt , for all indiffercnces,) yo... of 

lye in generals; butevery deliberate ation | Wicked - 

confidered in Jndividvo, with all its circum | men are 

ftances, as time, place, motive, end, 1s either | only evil. 

morally good , or morally evil, as may be 

proved eafily ; mérally good in good men, 

morally evil in unregenerate and bad men: 

For lectus fee particular ations of wicked 

men. } 

t. Alltheir thoughrs are onely evil, and 

that contsnually, Gen. 6. 5. 

2. All their Words are fins, P/al. 50. 16. 
their mcuths are open fepulchers, which fmell | 2- Words. 
filthy when they are opened. ae ROB athe 

3. All their civil aétions are fins, astheit), a. 

He. ; Z bet ie» Citi 
eating, drinking, buying, felling, fleepings | adions, 
and ploughing, Prov. 21. 4. 

4. All their religious a€tions , are fins, as | 4. Religi- 
comingto Church, praying , Prov. 15. 8. | ous actions 
9. 28.9. Fafting and mourning: roar and 
cry out of thy felr till dooms day, they are 
fins, J/ai. 58. 

5. Alltheir moft zealous aftiens are fins, | 5-Zcalous 
as Pehu, who kild all Baals Priefts; becaufe ,*ton* 


’ 


1.thoughts, 


> 


SAE Wr oe. 


| his action was outwardly and materially 


good , therefore God rewarded him with 

temporal favours, but becaufe he had a 

Hawks eye to get and fettle a Kingdom to 
himfelf | : 


——-— 3 


all. 
LVN) 6. Their wifdom is fin. Oh, menare | 
6.Wildom. | often commended for their wifdom , wit, 


perfon is filthy ?, 4 corre: 
forth good fruit; thou art out of Chrift 
therefore all thy good things, all thy 
kindneffes done unto the Lord, and for 
the Lord, as thou thinkeft , are moft odi- 
Wicked | ous to him. Let a woman feek to give | 
mt ay ‘all the content toher husband that may 
Tboflove be not out of any loveto him, but onely 
| to God and | OUt of love to another man, he abkorres |’ 
'Chut. |allehaethe doth. Every wicked man wants | 
| an inward principle of love to God and |: 
Chrift, and therefore though he feeks to | 
honour God never fo much, all that he 
doth, being done out of love to himfelf . 
God abhorres all that he performs: all; — 
the good things a wicked man doth, are for}. | 
himfelf either for felf-credit , or felf-cate, 
or felf.content, or felf fafety: he fleeps. } 
prays, hears, {peaks , profeffeth for him. |. 
felf alone; hence ating always for him- 
'felf, he commitceth the higheft degree of 
‘idolatry , he plucks God out of his Throne, 
and makes himfelfa Ged, becaufe he makes } 
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fhimfelf his laft end in every action: for ae 
/aman puts himfelf inthe room of God as rie fi 
'well by making himfelf his fines ultimus , fall. , 
fasif he fhould make himfelf Primum prine “YW 
| cipinm. Sinne isa forfaking or departing J*- 2° 33. 
‘from God. Now every natural man re- | 
{maining alwayes in a fate of feparation 

from God , becaufe he alwayes wants che | 
!bond of union , which is faith, is alwayes | | 
| finning , Gods cvsfe lies upon him, there- Deut, 30, 
fore he brings out nothing but bryers and | 
si chorns; | . | 
0b;. But thou wilt fay, [four praying and Objed. 
hearing be fin, why foould We do thefe datics? | 
We muft not (in. | 
en. 1. Good duties are good inthem- | 
| felves, alchough coming from thy vile heart, | 47 
_ {chey are fins. 
2. Itis lefs finne to doe them, thanto 
fomit them; therefore if thou wilt go to 
hell, go in the faireft Path thou canft in 
(thither. | P 
3. Venture and try, it may be God 
{may hear, not for thy prayers fake, but | 
_|forhis names fake. The uxjuft Judge holp Why good 
{the poor witow, not becaufe he loved her duties | 
| 
} 


= 


fair, but for her imporruniry ; and fo be fure be peiform- 
_|chou fhale have nothing if thou doft nor wear 
jfeek: What though thou art a Dog, yet Yoine them 
|chou art alive, and art for the prefent un- : 
|derthe Table. Catch not at Chrift, {natch 
-jnot at his bread; but waic cill God give 
|{theehim; it may be, thou mayelft have him 
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| think God 
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one day. Oh wonder then at Gods pati- 
ence, that thou liveft one day longer, whe 
haft all thy life time, like a filthy toad, 
{pic thy venome inthe face of God, that 
he hath never been quis of thee : Oh 
look upon that black bill chat will one day 
be putin againft thee at the great day of 
account, where thou muft anfwer with 
flames of fire about thine ears, not onely 
for thy drunkennefs, tky bloody cathes 
and whoring, but for all the actions of thy 
fhort life, and juft fo many actions, fo ma- 
ny fins. 

Thou haft painted thy face over now 
with good duties and good defires; anda 
little honefty amongtt fome men, is of that 
worth and rarity, that they think God ts |’ 
beholding tothem, if he can get any good 
aGtion from. But when thy painted face 
fhall be brought before the fire of Gods 
wrath, then thy vilenels fhall appear be- 
fore Men and Angels. Oh know tt, that 
as thou doft nothing elfe but fin, fo God 
heaps up wrath againft che dreadful day of 
wrath. 3 
| Thus much for mans mifery in regard of 
fin. 
| Now followeth his mifery in regard of 
the confequenrs or miferies that follow up- 
on fin, And thefe are. 


ae Prefence. 


2, Futures 
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|  Firft, mans prefent miferies that already |). | 
{lie on him for fin, are thefe feven, thatis; re aaa 
Firft, GOD ss his dreadful enemy, Pf§.5. fal, | 
| Que. How may one know another to, “VY | 
{be his enemy ? Mans mi-_ 


| Anfut. By their looks. By their threats 5202" | 
13. By their blows. So God Ve le 

1 1, Hides his face from every natural man, | quents, | 
_fand will not look upon him, //- 59. 2. | pause 


2. God threatens , nay curfech every na- 


iW | ries. 
_}eural man, Gal. 3.10. 


| 3. Godgives them heavy, bloody lathes 
| on their fouls and bodies. Fi 
| Never tell me therefore that God blef. | A” out 
}feth chee in thine outward eftate ; no great= flate no 
jer fign of Gods wrath , then for the Lord certain 
ito give thee thy fwing, asa Father never fgnof | 
_}looks after a defparate Son, bur lets him as bleh’ 
_jrun where he pleafes. Andif God be thine , = 
fenemy, then every creature is fo coo, both 
Jin Heaven and earth. 
Secondly , God hath forfaken them, and tL 
jthey have loft God, Ephef. 2. 12. It is faid, | 
{that in the grievous famine of Samaria, Ia. 35.6. | 
| Doves- dung was fold at a large price becaufe : 
{they wanted bread. Oh ! Men live and pine 
_Jaway without God, without dread,and there- 
{fore the dung of Wordly contentmentsare| 
-fefteemed fo much of,thou haft loft the fight 
{of God, and the favour of God,and the {pe- | | 
| {cial protection of God, and the government 
JofGod. Cains punifhment lies upon thee in 
| chy natural eftace,thou art a Ruwnagate from 
k the | 


Si 
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. the face of God, and from his face thou art 
Mans mife-) hid. Many have grown mad to fee their houf-; — 
yey his | esburnt, andall cheir goods foft. Oh, but 
~~ )| God the greatelt good ts loft: This lofs 
made Saw! cry.out in diftrefs of confci- 

ence, 1 Sam. 28.15. The Philiftims make 
warre againft me, and God is departed from | 
me; the lofs of the fweetnels of whofe pre- 
fence, for a litt'e while onely , made the 
Lord Jefus Chrift cry ott, Ay Ged , my 
God , why haft thou forfaken me ? whereas, 
thou haft loft God all thy lifetime. Oh " 
| thou haftan heart of brafs, that canft not | 
mourn for his abfence fo long. The damne | 

| ed in Hell have loft God, and know it, and 
| fo the plague of defparate horror lieth upon 
jthem; thou haft loft God here , but know- 
eft it not, and the plague of an hard heart 
\fieth upoa thee, thou that canft hot mourn 

for this lols. . 

_ Thirdly, they are condemned men, con- 
demned in the Court of Gods juftice, by the 
Spey: Law, which crys Treafon, treafon apaintt the 
Judge,con- | moft high God,and condemned in the Court 
fcience his. | of Mercy, by the Gofrel, which cries Afur. 
Sec ae der murder again the Son of God Fob. 3:18. 

world his pense Rey) Sha ANE fet a 
javle, lutt | £0 that every natural man ts damned in Hea- 
his fetters, | Ven, and damned on earth God is thy all. 
the word | féeing terrible Judge: Confcieace is thine ac- 
aoom, | cufér, an heavy witnels: Tins world is thy 
death his Jayle, thy luits aré chy fetcers: In this | 
Fe Bible is pronounced and writ thy coom, | 
thy fentence: Death is thy hangman, _ 

pee ibe that |. 
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and get a pardon before the day of executi- 
oncome — 3 
Fourthly, being condemned take him 
Jaylour , be is a bondflave to Satan, Eph. 2, 
3. for, his fervants ye are whom ye obey, faith 
Chrift. Now every natural man doth 
the devils drudgery , and carries the devils 
pack; and howfoevet he faith he defieth 
the Devil, yet he fins, and fo doth his work. 
Satan hath overcome and conquered all men 
in e4dam. 4 and therefore they are tinder 
his bondagé and dominion. And though 
he cannot compela man to fin againft his 
will, yet he hath power. | 
Firft, to prefent and allure mans heart by 
_afinful cemptation., 
Secondly, to follow him with it, if at fir 
he be fomething fhie of ic. | 
Thirdly, to difquier and wrack him if he 
will not yeild, as might be made to appear 
in many inftances.. ; 
_ Fourthly, befides, he knows mens 
humours, as poor wandring, beggarly 
Gentlemen doe their friends in neceflity 
| Cyet in feeming courtefie ) he vifits and 
applies himfelf unto them, and fo gains 
{them ashis own. Oh heisin a fearful fla- 
|very who is under Satans dominion, who 
| IS, : : 
| 1. A/fceret enemy to thee, 


| Cth Yas eee ke) 2. AY 
ac 


that fire that fhall never go out, thy tor- 
ment: The Lord hath in his infinite pati-' {ery by his 
ence reprieved thee foratime; O rake heed fll. 


| 


{ 
| 


Mans mi- 


2. 


4} 


Mans fears } 


ful flavery 
under Sas 
tan, 
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i) naira ae a Bee ee, eT ST ee : an 
| >. A deceitful enemy to thee, that will q 


: | fey by his make a man beleeve (ashe did Eva, even' 
fll in her integrity tbat he ts ina fair way,when 
U-A\-~) | his condition ts miferable. . 

2. A de- 3° Heisacruel encmy Or Lord over them | 
ceitful ene~ | shar be his flaves, 2 Cor: 4. 3. he gags them | 


es ae | fo that they cannot fpeak, (as that man that 


| hada dumb devil) neitherfor God, nor to) 
as 'God, in prayer; he ftarves them , fo} 
| as no Sertton fhall everedo them good ; he | 
| robs them of allthey get inGods Ordinan - 
ces, within three hours after the market , the | 
| Secmonis ended. 
4. Aftcong | 4°, He is a ftrong enemy, Enke 11.21. So 
enemy. | rhac if all the Devils in hell are able to keep 
| men from coming out of their fins, he wills} 


| fo ftrong an enemy, that he keeps men from) 


burdens and bondage, Luk, 11.216 When | 
she firong man keeps the Palaces his goods are | 
in peace 
tener Fifthly, He is caft twto utter darkuefs: as. 
my of dark= | cruel Jaylours put their prifoners into the | 
nels. | workt dungeons; {fo Satan doth natural 

men, 2 Cor. 4. 3,4. they fee no God, no 
Chrift, they fee not the happinefs of che} 
Saints in light, they fee not thofe dreadful 


b 
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1 Pet. 2. 9. 
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| grace awaken themand humble them. Oh 
‘thofe by-paths which thoufands wander 
‘from Godin, they have no Lamp to their 
feet to fhewthem where they erre. Thou 
rhatart in thy natural eftate, art born blind, 


ee be 


torments that fhould:now in this day of 


ands 


fo much as fighing or groaning under their} .- 
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| them worfe for fin, ‘fo that thou art in a 
}corner of hell, becanfe thou art in utter 
darknefs, where thou haft not a glimpfe of 


| any favingtruch. — oat. 


| Cor. 2. 14. for all kind of fins, iike chains, 
have bound every part and faculty of man 
|,fo that he is fure for Hirting; and thofe 
are very ftrong inhim, they being as dear | 
as hismembers, nay as his life, (ol, 36 Fs 


* 


| 
| fo that when a man begins to forfake his| 
| vile courfes, and purpofeth. ro become a | 
new man, Devs/s fetch him back, pordd | 
enticeth him ,~ and locketh him up; and | 
Fiefa faith, Oh it is too fri@ a courfe, | 
farewell then merry dayes, and good fel- | 
fowfhip. . Oh thou mayeft with and defire: 
tocome our fometime, but canft not ae 
firength to thy defire, nor indureto do te 


Pent of finne; thou mayef prefume, but 
{thou canft noc beleeve ; chou mayeft ome 
{half way, and forfake {6me fins, but not 
yall finnes ; thon mayeft come and knock ar | 
Kesten pate; as the foolish Virgins did; | 
| 


| Bulrufh for finne , but thou carft. not re- 


but not enter in-and pag. through the | 
Bate; chou mayelt fee the Land of Cana- 
/@s, and take much painto goe into Canaan, 


and mayeft tafte of. the bunches of Grapes 
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| pand che devil hath blinded thine eyes more Mans mi+, 
|.4y fin, and God in juftice hath blinded | {ery by his 


fall, 


i 
H 


wv | 


i Sixthly, They are bound hand and foot in| 6. A per 
[this efbate, and cannot come out, ‘Rom.§.6.1, | Petual ene- 
my, 


Thou . mayeft: hang down thy head like al” 
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hore a 
oes of that good land, but never enter into 
ans miz | Cay -ay into Heaven, bucthou lie bound , 


4 


fery by his : ; / 
fall. y BIS \and and foot, in fis woful eftate, and 
sv here chou mutt ‘lie and rot like a dead car 


uafs in his grave, until che Lord come and 

; rowle away the ftone, and bid thee come 

out and live. as: 
ts. qickea | Laftly,, They are ready every moment to) 
vn ae bdropintobell. God is a confuming fire a- 
ncarhell. | gainft thee, and there™is but one. paper- 
wall of thy body between thy foul and} 
eterral flames. Howfoon may God ftop 
thy breath ? There is nothing but that be 
tween thee and hell; if that were gone, 
then farewel all. Thou art-condemned , 
‘and the muffler is before thineeyes, God 
nows how foon the ladder may be turned, 
thou hangit but by one rotten twined thread 

| of thy life, over the flames of heli every 


hour. ee | 
BOR oe |b Thus much of mans prefent mifertes. : 
perenne Now followeth his fuewre miferies, which | _ 
| pies: are to come upon him hereafter. | 7 | 
They muft die either by a fudden, ful-} 
Pepto en, or defparate death, Pfal. 89. 48.14 
| men aie | which though it ts to a child of God a] | 
| defperately | {weet fleep, yet tothe wicked itis a fear- 


ful curfe proceeding from Gods wrath ,} 
‘whence likea Lion, he tears bedy and foul | | 
| | afunder . death commeth hifling upon |- 
t 
} 


I bim-like a fiery Dragon with the {ting of} 
lyengeance in the mouth of it; it puts 3] 
| period to all their worldly contentments , | | 
! : which © 
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which then they muft forfake , and carry 
nothing away with them, but a rotten win- 
| ding theet: It is the beginning’ of all their 
| woe, it isthe Caprain that firft ftrikes che 
ftroke, and then Armies of endlefs woes 
follow after, Rev. 6. 2, Oh thou hadi 
better bea toad or adog thenaman, for 
theré’s an end of their troubles, when they 
are dead anti gone; they fall noc as-men 
froma fteep hill, not knowing where they 
fhall fall; ow repentence 1s too fate, e- 
{pecially if thou hadft lived under means 
before, itis either cold repentance, when 
the body is weak , and the heart is fick, or 
an hypocriticall repentance , only tor fear 
of Hell , and therefore thon fayeft , Lord 
fefus receive my foul. ‘Nay, commonly 
then, mens ‘hearts are moft hard, and 
therefore men die like lambs, and cry not 
out; then its hard plucking thy foul from 
the Devils hands, to whom thou haft gi- 
ven it allthy life by fin; and if thou doft 
getit back, doft thou think that God will 
take the Devils leavings ? Now thy day is 
paft, and darknefs begins to overfpread 
|thy foul, now flocks of Devils come into 
| thy Chamber , waiting for thy foul, to flie 
|upon it as Maftive Dog when the door 
[is opened. And this is the reafon why 
| moit men die quietly that lived wickedly, | 5.0 ct, 
| beeaule Satan then hath them as his own | thatlive 4 
| prey; like Piruts, who let a Ship pals | wickedly.’ 
; thatis empty of goods, they (hoot com. | 
i »E 3 monly 
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Mans mje | Only at them thacare richly loaden. . The 
Aans mi> gt f SUES, te Sie 

fecy by his Chriftians in fome parts of the primititive 
fli. - | Church, took the Sacrament every day ; 


chefe times wherein we live, are fo poy- | 
foned and glutted with their eafe, that is | 
isa rare thing to fee the man that looks. 


death ftedfaftly in the face one hour toge~ 


ther: but death willlay a bitter freak on | 


: | thefe one day. | : 

TY II. After death they appear before the 
After death | Lord to judgment, Heor. 9. 27. their bo- 
thefoulis. | dies indeed rot in their graves, but their 


| immedi- ” | fonisreturn beforethe Lord to judgment, 
ately con- | , 


I temned bee | EOle/- 12:7. ‘The general judgment is at 


8 


a 


foreGod, | the end of the World, when both body 


| worldto an account. But there isa parti- 
‘cular judgement that every man meets with 
_afcer this life, immediately at the end of his 
| life,where the foul is condemned only before 
| the Lord. SG ORES ea ag 
Particular | You may perceive what this particular 
judgement? | judgement is, thus, by thefe four conclu. 
fions. prs 
| 1. That every man fhould die the firft day 
‘he was born, isclear; for the wages of im 


ee Se 


r, Men 
fhould die 
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gay oflite, | paid-of a finful creature as foon as he is 
| 2. Chrift born } OR ch rai acs 
ithe Saviour} 2+ That it fhould be thus with wicked 
jofallmen | men, bur that Chrift begs their lives fora 
Bs this lite.) feafon, 17am, 4. Hew the Saviour of all 


—— a ces einen Ath ht haa seer a 


and foul appears before God, and all the 


bse une eet deaths in juftice cherefore it fhould be™ 


; . gen, | 
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ww | becaufe they did look to die every day. Bue | 
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oe 


| ; (that is) not a Saviour of eternal pre- | gens mi- 


fervation out of hell, but. a Saviour of tem- | fery by his 
poral refervation from dropping into hell, _| fall. : 
3. That this fpace of time thus begged | “V™ 
by Chrift, is chat feafon wherein only a man | 5 This life, 
can make hispeace with a difpleafed God, | a time for 
mé€n to 
make peace 


2 Cor. 6. 2. 
4. That if men do not thus within this | ™ 
cut of time , when death hath -difpatched GREE 
them , judgement onely. remans for them; | death — 
thatis, then their oom is read, their date.| comes ’tis 
of repentance is out , chen their fentence of | too late to 
everlafting death is paffed upon them, that | Mc peace 
never can be recalled agains And this is | 8 oe 
judgement after death. He shat judgeth 
| 


himfelf (faith the Apoftle, 1 Cor, 11.31.) 
foall not be judged of the Lord. Now wicked 
men will not judge and condemn them- 
felves in thes life; therefore at rhe end of st, | | 
God will judge them. Ali natural men | Manslof& | 
are loft inthis life, but they may be found §@fter deach 
and recovered again, buta mans leffle by * Gate 
‘death isirrecoverable, becauwfe there isno -...” 


means after,death to reftore them, there is no he all 
friend to perfwade, no Minifter co preach, | means are 
by which faith is wrought, and men get in- , cutoff. 

| co Chrift ; there isno power of returning ie ae 
be repenting then: fornightiscome, and t,o.ch:s 
| che day is paft. oicke 

| Again, the punifhment is fo heayie,, that , wicked are 


they can only bear wrath, fo chat all their | taken up 


| YY El Gp es 
| thoughts and affe@ions are taken up with pe dese 
| the burden. Andtherefore Dives cries out | ae fen ° 
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Mai Ei Lamtormented. Ob that the confideration | 
ans mis “ee es . 
fery by his of this point might awaken every fecure fin- 
fall. “Iner! What will become of thine immortal 


WY | fon! when thou art dead ? Thou fayeft, / | 


knsw not, Ihope well, tell thee therefore 
that which may fend thee mourning to thy 


houfe, and quaking to thy grave, if thou 


dyeft in this eftace, thou fhalt not die like a 
Dog, nor yet like’a Toad; but after death 
comes judgement; then farewel friends 
when dying; and farewel God for ever, 
when thou art dead ; 
“Now the Lord open your eyes to fee the 
The terrer| terrours of this particular judgement ; 
of sa 8 . | which if you could fee, ( unlefs you were 
ene mad) it would make you fpend whole nights 
oie and dayes in feeking to fer all even with 
Gods 894 | 
I will thew you briefly the manner and 
nature ofitinthefe particulars. = 
1. Thy foul fhall be dragged out of 
1.The foul| thy body, asout of a ftinking prifon; by 
viaseed the Devil the Jaylour, into fome place 
bodt the | within the bowels of the third Heavens, 
Listas and there chou fhale ftand ftripe of all 
friends , all comfort, all creatures before 
the prefence of God, Luke 9.27. as at the 
| Affizes, firft che che Jaylor brings the priio- 
ners Out. ; 
2. Then thy foul fhall havea new light 
| 3.The foul] put into ic, whereby it fhail fee the glo- 
Se iohe '| rious prefence of God, as prifoners brought 
iw esh | with guilty eyes, look with terrour upon 
| the 
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The Sincere Convert. 
| the Judge : Now thou feet no God a 


\fee the Almighty fehovah; which fight. 
fhall ftrike thee with that hellith terrour,and | 
dreadful horrour, that thou fhale call to 

the mountains to cover thee, O4 Rocks, 

Rocks, hide me from che face of the Lamb , 

Rev. 6. ur. 

3. Then ail the finnes that ever thou 
haft or fhalt commit, fhall come frefb co 
thy minde, as wh@n the prifoner is come be- 
fore the face of the Judge, then his accufers 
bring in their evidence; thy fleepy con- 
fcience then will bein ftead of a choufand 
witnefles, and every fin then wich all the 
circumftances of it, fhall be fet in order, 


Pfal. 50.21. As Letters writ with juice of 
Oranges, cannot be read until it be brought 
unto the fire, and then they appear; fo 
thou canft not read that bloody Bill of 
indictment thy confcience hath againft thee 
now ; but when thou fhalt ftand near unto 
God, aconfuming fire, then what an heavy 
eckoning will appear ? Ic may be thou 
haft left many finnes now, and goeft fo 
farre, and proficeft fo much, that no 
Chriftian can difcern thee ; nay, thou think- 
eft thy felf inafafe eitate; but yer there 
isone leakin thy fhipthat will fink thee; 
there is one fecret hidden finne in =| 

| 


heart, which thou liveft in, as all unfound 
I cell 
thee, | 


people do, that will damn thee. 


») 


¢ ‘ | Mans mi~ 
broad in the world, but chen thou fhalt fey by nis 


fall. 


3. All fin 
thall come 


to thy 
mind, 


armed with Gods wrath round about chee, |’ 


57 


EFS ETE PEE 
Sadie ea car - 
ae Se ea 


—— 


a 


———— 


oS Se ee Se 
sas = — ss 


| CAND Ied thee for ever, and then thou fhalt grow 


| ofthee: | chi fife, bur he may return in metcy to thee 


| bands of : x 
| he Devil: | friends are fcrambling for thy goods, and 
| For wicked | wormes for thy body; fo devils fhalt | 
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gaan! thee, as foon as ever thou art dead and gonn 
tery by his chen thou (halt fee where che knot did binde 
gil, .. | thee, where thy fin was that now hath fpoi- 
mad tothink ; Ob that Inever (aw this fin I 
loved, lived in, plotted, perfetted mine on 
crernal rnin by, until now, when it 1s too late 
| to amend. | ak iss 
4, God 4, Then the Lord fhall take his everlaft- 
takeshis | ing farewell of thee, and make thee know 
farewell | ix too. Now God is departed from thee in 


‘again; but when the Lord departs with all 
his patience to wait for thee no’ more, nor 

| fhall Chrift be offered thee any more, no 

- i fpirie to frive with thee any more, and fo 
' fhall pafs fentence, though haply not vocal- 
ty, yet effeGtually upon thy ‘foul, - the 
Lord faying , Depart thor curfed, ‘Thou 
thalt fee indeed the glory of God that 
others finde , but to thy greater for. 


‘row fhale never take the fame, Luke} 


113.28 


ig Danes 4 
foul fue} faken foul into the hands of Devils, who 
penoree. 7 Dei thy Jaylars, muft keep thee cill the } 
into te | great day of Account ; fo that as thy} 


lmen as | fcramble for thy foul. For as foon as ¢ 


ieee | ver a wicked man is dead, heis either in | 
| Heaven or in Hell. Notin Heaven, for no 


; dead’, are 


+ ia hell. ; : ay 
unclean thing comes there + ifin Hell, then 


amongtt! 
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eet 


amongft devils , ae fall be thine eter- Mans 

nal lodging , t Pet. 3.19. and hence thy | ¢, yy is 
forlorne foul fhall fie mourning for the! fall. ” 

time paft, wom, “cis too late to recall again ; Cae) 
groaning under the intolerable Torments | 
of the wrath of God prefent, and ama- 
zed at the eternity.of mifery and forrow 
that is to come; waiting for that fearful 
hour, when the tatt Trump fhall blow, and 
then body and foul meet to bear that wrath, 
that fire, that fhall never go out. Oh 
therefore fafpe& and fear the worft of thy 


Sie is Cinegepe ihe pe eS 


very little , troubled thy head about ‘this | 
matter , whether Chritt will fave thee or 
not, thou haft fuch ftrong hopes and con- 

| fidence already, that he will: know, that 

itis poflible thou mayelt be deceived ; and 

if fo, when chou fhalt know thy doom af- 

ter death, fe canft not ge an hour more i 
to. make thy peace with God, alrhough hy | 
thou thouldes weep tears of blood. 7 ee tages 
either the muffler of Ignorance fhall be be- make peace | 
fore thine eyes , like an Handkerchiefabout | with God. 
the face of one condemned; or if thon 
| art pinioned with any luf, or if thou ma- | 
| keft thine own pardon, proclaimeft ( be- | 
caufe thou art forry.a little for thy finnes, | 
and refolveft never to do the like again ) | 
| peace co thy foul, thou art one that after | 
death fhale appear before the Lord to 
Judgement; thou, thar art thus condem- | 
+ ned now , dying fo, fhait. come to chy 
: ; feat 
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no fearful judgement after death. 
ty be There fhall be a general judgement of 
fll. . | foul and body ac the end of the world, 
| UV")! wherein they fhall be araigned and con- 
. demned before the great Tribunal feat of Je. 
Chrift, Fude14, 1§. 2Cor, 5. 10. The 
| hearing of judgement to come, made Fe- 
dixto tremble; nothing of more efficacy to 
awaken a fecure finner, then fad thoughts 
E of this fiery day. nt 
| Objez. But thou wilt ask me, ‘Flow it may be pro- 
| ved, that rhere Will be fuch a day ? et 
Anh. Lanfwer , Gods juftice calls for it: this 
Why ther | World isthe ftage where Gods patience and 
} muft be a bounty a& their parts, and hence every man 
day of  ! will profefs and conceive, becaufe he feels 
j Judgement. | ig chat God is merciful ; but Gods fustie: 
‘Gs queftioned, men think God to be all 
mercy, and no juftice; all honey , and no. 
ftiag ; now the wicked profper inall their 
wayes, are never punilbed , but live and 
diein peace, whereas the godly are daily 
affli@ed and reviled. Therefore becaufe 
this eZetribute fuffersa total eclipfe almoft 
now, there muft come a day wherein it mutt 
(hine out before all the world tn the glory 
of it, Row. 2. 56 : 
The fecond reafon is from the glory of 
Chrift: he was accufed, arraigned, con- 
i deraned by men, therefore he fhall be the 
Judge of them, 7585.27. for this isan or- 
dinary piece of Gods providence cowards 
Ie people, the fame evil he cafts them in 
Rois tor 


es nnn 
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{ro now, he exalts them into rhe contrary 
good in his time. Asthe Lord hatha pur- 
pofe to make fofeph Ruler overall Eg ypr, 
but firfthe maketh hima flave. God had 
a meaning to make Chrift judge of men, 
therefore firft he fuffers him to be judged of 
men. 
; Queft: But when foal rhis judgement day 
ee 

Anf. Though we cannot tell the day and 
hour particularly , yet this we are fure of, 
that when all che Ele@ are called , for 
whofe fake the World ftands, Haiab- I. 9. 
when thefe pillars are taken "away , then 
twoeto the World; aswhen Zot was taken 
out of Sodome, then Sodome was. burnt . 
Now it is not probable that this time will 
come as yet: for firft Antichrift muft be 
confumed’, and not only the fcattered vie 
fible Jews ; but the whole body of the Iira- 
lites muft firftbe called, and have a slort- 
ous Church upon, earth Ezek.37. This glo- | 
rious Church, Scripture and Reafon will in- 
force, which when it is called fhall not be 
expired as foonas ’tisborn, but shall con- 
tinue many a year. 
’ Qoueft. But bow foall ths fudgemens 
22 

Anf. The Apoftle défcribes it, 1 Thef. 4, 
16, 17. 
r. Chrift thall break out of the third 
Heaven, and be feeninthe airé, beforeany 
dead arife; and this fhail be with an ad- 
mirable 
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mirable fhout, as wheo a King cometh to 
triumph among his see and over his. 
cokinits. | | 
. Then thali the voice éf the Arch- 

Angel beheard: now this «+rch- Ange? is 
Jefns Chrift himfelf, -as the Scripture ex- 
pounds, being in the clouds of heaven; he 
(hail with an audible, Heaven-fhaken fhout : 
fay, Rife you dead and come to judgement, 
even as he called to Aazarus, Laxarns 
| arife. 

3. Then che Trump fhall blow, and even. 
ag at the siving of the Law, Exod. 19. 1s 
faid the F rampet fousded , ‘ouch more louder 
fhallic now found whenhecomes to judge 
men that have broken the Law. 

| 4. Then Gaall the dead arife > the bodies 
of them thar have died ia the Lord thal 

rife firfh; then the others that Jive; {hall 
| (like Enoch ) be tranflated, and changed, 
|i Cor. 15. 

5. When thus the ‘Judge and Juftices are 
upon their Bench at Chrifts right hand on 
their ‘thrones, thea fhall- the guilty: pr 
foners be brought forch, and come our of 
| their Graves like filthy Toads again& this 
las rrible ftorm: Then (hail all the wicked 
that ever were or ever fhail be , fland qua 
‘King before this glorious Judge, with the 
fame bodies, feet, hands, to receive their 
/aoom, 

Oh contider of this day thou that live 


jin thy finnes now, and yet art fafe; there 
{ 
m 


F 
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jis a day coming wherein thou mayft, and | 

} fhalt, be judged. (Be Sent ar 
} r. Confider who fhall be thy Judge: 
why, (Mercy, Pitty, Goodne/s it felf, even 
Jefus Chrift that many times held out his 
bowels of compaffion ‘towards thee. A 
childe of God may fay, Yonder is my dro- 
ther, friend; husband ; but thou mayeft fay , 
4 Yonder is mine exemy. He may fay at that 
| day, Yonder is ke that fhed his bicod to 
faveme; thou mayft fay, Yonder he comes 
| whofe heart I have pierced with my finnes, | 
whofe blood I have defpifed.. They may 
_ | fay, Ocome Lord Jefus, and cover |me un- | 
| der thy wings: But thou fhalt thencry out, | 
O Rocks, fall upon me, and hide me from, 
the face of the Lamb. 
2.His com= | 


2 
the Judge? | 


2. Gonfider the manner: of his coming, | 7\".° 
2 Thef. 1.7. He thali comein flaming fire, | 6.7 <5 o¢ 
the Heavens fhall be ona flame, the-Ele- |' fie. 

_ } ments fhal melt like {calding lead upon thee: 
{when a honfe is on fire at midnight: in a 
ptown, what a fearful cry is there made?| 
| When ail the world fhail/cry Fire, fire, and 

{xan upand down for fhelter to hide them- | 
4p felves ; Dur cannot findit, but fay, Oh! | 
|now the gloomy day of blood and fire is 

come ; here’s for my pride, here's for my 
oaths, andthe wages for my ‘drunkennefs, 
fecurity, and neglect of duties. 

3. In regard of the heavy accufations 
that fhall come againft thee at chat day. 
There’s nevera wicked manalmoft in the 

3 world, 
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world, as fair a face as he carrtes, but he 
hath at fome time or other committed fome } 
fuch*fecret villany, that he would’ berea- 
dy to hang himfelf for fhame, if others{ — 
did kuow of it; as fecret whoredom , felf | 
p lluti n, {peculative Wwantonne/s, men with 
men, women with women, as the Apoftle 
fpeaks, Rom. 1. At this day all the world 
(hall fee and hear thefe privy pranks, then. 
the Books fhall be opeged. Men will not} 
take up afoul bufinefs, norend itin pri- 
vate,’ therefore there fhall be a day of} 
publique hearing; things fhall not be fud- 
denly fhuffled up, ascarnal thoughts ima. 
gine, viz. That ac this day, firlt Chrift 
fhall raife the dead , and chen the fepara- 
tion fhall be made, andthen the fentence | 
paft, and then fuddenly the Judgment day 
is done. No, no, itmnft rake up fome 
large quantity of time, that all the world | 
way fee the fecret fins of wicked men in} 
the world, and therefore it may be made 
evident from all Scripture and Reafon, 
that this day of Chriftt Kingly Office in} 
Fudging the world, wall laft happily long- 
ec then his private adminiftration now 
(wherein heis lefs glorious) in governing 
the World. Tremble thou time-ferver , 
tremble thou hypocrite, tremble chou that 
liveft in any fecret finne under the all-{ee- 
ing eye of this Judge ; chine own con(ct- 
ence indeed hall be a fufficient witnefs a- 


gainft thee, ro difcover all thy fins at thy 
par- 


-) 6F 


‘particular judgment, but all ché world fhall Mans mie 
openly fee thine hidden ; clofe courles of {ery by his 
darkneffe, to thine everlafting fhatne ar fall. 
tHisdayoosiere stein To Si ROR nade) 4 ND 

4. Inregard of the fearful fentence that |<). 
bite OS 2 gat 4. The fen- 
then thail be paffed upon thee; Devarr b dae 
| thon curfed creature inte everlafting fire, thal pafle 
| prepared for she devil and hs efngels. Thou ragaintt 
| #fhaic then cry out, Oh mercy , Lord! Oh, thee 

‘a ticcle mercy ! N®, will the Lord Jettis ay, 

I did indeed oace offer it you; bur you re- 

fufed, therefore Depart. Then choi {hale 

plead “apain, Lord w+I mutt depare) yet 

blefs me before 1 go: No, rio, Depare 

thom curfed. Oh but, Lord, If I niuft depate 

curied let me go into (ome good place : No; 

depart thou curied into /el fire. Ob Lord, 

chat’s a tornient I cannot bear? but if ir! 

maft be fo , Lord, fet me come out again 

quickly; No, depart thoti curfed into e- 
uePlafting fire. Oh-Lord) if this be chy 

leaiure , liat bere I muft abide; féc me 

dave good company with mé. No. depart 

hou cirfed into evérlafting fire, prepared 

or the ‘Devil and his Angels, This fhall be 

hy Sentence. The hearing of which may 

make the rocks torent, fo that, go dn in thy 

lin aud profper ; defpifeand feoff at Gods 

Minifters and profper, abhorre the power 
{and pradtife of Religion; as a tod precife 
| courfe; arid profper ; yét know it; there will 
}4 day come, when thou fhale méct witha 

lreadful Judge, a doleful fentence: Now 
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is thy day of finning,.bue Ged will have ' 
fhortly bisday of condemning. Ff 
. .§. When the Judgement day is. done , | 
‘then the fearful wrath of God) fhall be} 
| poured out, and piled upon, their! bodies, |: 
land fouls, andthe breath of the Lord, like| 
‘a ftream of brim ftone (hal kindle itand here! 
chon fhait lie burning, and none fhall ever 


‘after judgment, Rev. 26-8. | 
| Now this wrath of God confifts inthefe| 
| things. e 
| 1. Thy foul thall be banifhed from the} 
face; and bleffed {weet prefence of God and | 
“Chrift, aad thou (halt never fee the face 
‘of God more. It is faid AG. 20, that} 
‘they wept [ores becanfe they foonld fee Pauls 
face no more. Oh, thou fhalt never fee the 
face of God, rift, Saints, and Angels more. } 
Oh heavy doom to famifh and pineaway j 
| for ever without one bit of bread to com-} 
| fort thee, one {mile of God to refrefh thee || 
Men that have their fores running, upon | 
them, muft be thut up from the prefence of 

nen found and whole. Oh, thy finnes 
‘like plagnesfores, run on thee, therefore 
ithou mult be fhut out like a Dog from the } 
prefence of God, and all his people, 3 Fhef. 


| 
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5. God thall fet himfelf like a confu-) 
‘ming infinite fire againft thee, and tread} 
chee under his feee, ‘who haft by finne 


trod him and his glory under foote all 
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thy life. A man may devife exquifite Mans mic 
torments for another, and great power fery by his 
may make a little ftick to lay on heavy fall. 
ftrokes:, but great power flirred up ro! 
| ftrike from great fury and wrath; makes 
{the ftroke deadly: TI tell thee, all the 
wifdome of God fhall then be fer againft 
thee to devife torments for thee. <Atich: pales 
'2. 3. There was never fach wrath felt o:| 
jconceived ; as @he Lord © hath: divifed | 
againit thee, that hiveft and dyeft in| 
thy natural eftate : hence it is called 
wrath to Gomé, I The ff, 1.#lt. Therorment 
which wifedome fhall devife, the Almighty 
power of God fhail inflict upon thee, fo 
as there was never fuch power feen in ma- 
king the world, as in holding a poor 
{creature under this wrath; thas holds up 
qche foul in being with one hand, and| 
j deats ic with the other; ever burning like 
| fice againit a creature, and yet that crea- 
‘|ture never burnt up, Rom. 9.22. Think 
not this cruelty, it’s juitice; what cares! 
God for a vile wretch, whom nothing can 
make good while it lives ? If we have 
been long in hewing a block, and we can 
make no meet veffel of it, put it to no 
good ufe for our felves, we caft it into rhe 
fire: God heweth thee by Sermons, fickue/s. 
loffes, and crofes; fudden death, mercies and 
muferies, yet nothing makes chee better ; 
what fhould God do with chee: but caf 
thee hence ? Oh; confider of this wrath 
Beat 2. before 
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fall. 
| AVN | face ofanin 
| Medes -canft not endure the torments of a little 
\theworld | Wiechin fire onthe tip of chy finger, not 
‘burn about | one half hour together - how wilt thou bear 
‘their ears, {the fury of this infinite, endlefs, confirming 
‘then to | fire in body and foul throughout alt eter 
pea oo 
Com Gode [codes nue never-dying worm of a guilty 
| face, confcience (hall torment thee, as if thou 
_. |hadft fwallowed down a living poyfonfu: | 
/3-Asuilty foake , which thall lie gnawing and biting 
4 never-dy- | Shine heart for fin paft, day and night 
| ing worm. And this worm fhall torment by fhewing 
. the caufeof thy mifery, thatis, that thou 
didft never care for him that would have 
faved thee. By fhewing thee alfo thy} 
finnes againft the Law, by flhewivg thee 
‘chy floath, whereby thy happinefs fs lott. 
Then fhall thy confcience gnaw to think, } 
fo many nights I went to bed without 
prayer, and fo many dayes and houres 1 | 
fpent in feafting, and foolith {porting 
Oh, if I had fpent half chat cime, now mif 
foent, in praying, in mourning , in me- 
dication, yonder in Heaven had I been 
| By Chewing thee alfo the means that thou 
once hadft to avoid this mifery; Such a 
Miniter I heard once, that cold me of my 
particular fins, as if he had been told of 
me: fuch a friend perfwaded me once to 
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turn over anew leaf: Tremember fo mam | vying mi 

ny knocks God gave at this Iron heart of fery by his 

mine, fo many mercies the Lord fent; but | fall. 

oh, no means could prevail with me. Latte | OV | 

ly, by fhewing thee how eafily thou might- 

eft have avoided all chefe miferies. Oh, | 

lonce I was almoft perfwaded to be a 
Chriftian, but I fuffered my heart to 

‘| grow dead, and fell to /oofe company , and 

| fo loft all. The Lord Jjefus came unto 

my door and knécked , and if Ihad done 

chat for Chrift which I did for the Devil 

many a timeco open at his knocks, I had 

been faved. A. thoufand fuch bites will this 

worm give at thine heart, which fhall make 

thee cry our, Oh time, time! Oh Sermons, 

Sermons! Oh my hopes and my helps are 

now loft, that once I had to fave my loft 

foul ! 


ever with Devils, and they fhall be thy withthe 

companions: him thon haft ferved here, | Devils in 
with him muft thou dwell there. It fares eee for 

‘| men out of their wits almof , to feethe De- |" 

| vil, asthey think, when they be alone; but 

| what horrour hall fill thy foul, when chou 

| fhale be banifhed from Angels fociety, and 

| come into the fellowfhip of Devils for 

ever ? 

| 5. Thou fhalt be filled with final de-| 5. Final 

| fpair. Ifa man be grievoufly fick, it com- | defpais in 
forts him to chink it will not iaft long. pao eee 
| But if the Eo las tell him héSnuft five |<" 

! all 
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4. Thou fhalt take up thy lodging for | 4.To lodge 
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‘hirafelf Oho think when thow haft been 
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allhis life timein this extremity, hethinks| — 
the pooreft beggerin a better eftate than | — 


millions of years in thy ‘forrows, then 
thou art no nearer thy end of bearing thy 
mifery, then at the firft comingin: Ohl 
might once have had mercy and Chrift, | 
but no hope now ever to have one glimpfe.| 
of his face, or one good look from him any 
more. | boa fi 
)6.. Thou fhale:vomie Sout blafphemous 
| oathes and curfes in the face of God the | 
Fathier for ever, and curfe God that never 
elected thee, and curfe the Lord Jefus 
that never fhed onedrop of blood to re- 
deem thee, andicurfe God the holy Ghoft 
that paffed by thee ‘and never called thee, 
Rav. 16 9. Acd here thou fhalt lie and 
| weep, aud gnath thy: teeth in fpight againtt 
| God and‘thy felf, androar, and ftamp, 
;aand' grow mad, that there chou muft lie 
‘under the curfe of God for ‘ever. Thus 
| (Liay ) thou fhalt fie blafpheming , with 
Gods wrath Jike a pile of fire on thy foul 
i burning, eud floods, nay feas, nay more, 
/feas of tears (for thou fhalt for ever lie 
| weeping) fhail never quench it. And here: 
| which way foever thou lookeft, thou fhalt. 
ifee matter of everlafting grief. Look np 
to Heaven , and there thou fhallt fee 
|( Ob’) that Godis for ever gone. Look 
laboutthee, thou fhale fee Devils quaking, 
| curfing God; and thonfands, may milh-. 
: : ons 
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tons of finfall, damned creatiires eryisg 


‘Oh the day that ever I was born! Look 
withih thee, there is a guilty ‘confcience 
gnawing.« Look to time paft; On 'thofe 
golden dayes of grace, 
‘f° mercy are quite loft, and gone! Look 
totime to come , there thou fhalt behold 
evils, troops and fwarms of fottows, and 
woes, and raging waves, and billows of 
wrath. coming ~ ‘rotting upon thee. Look 
to time prefent, Oh not one hour or mo- 
ment of eafe or refréthing, but afi curfes 
meet together, and feeding upon one poor 
oft immortal foul, that never can be reco- 
vered again | No God, no Chrift, no Spi- 
‘| rit to comfort thee, iio Minifter to preach 
unto thee, no friend to wipe away thy cone 
tinual Zedrs , no Sun to fhine upon thee, 
not a bit of bread, not one drop’ of water 
to coo! thy tongue. 

| > This is the mifery of every natural man. 

| Now do not thow fhife it from thy felf, 

land fay, God is mercy nt. Troe, but it is 
|| to wery few, as fhall be proved. Tis a thon- 
| fand to one if ever thou be one of that 
| fmall nimber whom God: hath picked out 
| to efcape this wrath to come: 
| dof not get the Lord Jeius to bear this 
wrath, farewell God, ‘brit, and Gods 
‘mercy for ever. If Chrift had thed {eas 
\of blood, fet thine heart at reft, there is 
| not one drop of it for thee , until then 
} I 4 __comelt | 


| and roaring out: with doleful firiekings: | 


and tape feafons | 


If thou | 


oo 
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‘|fo farre from faving thee , chat he is thine 


Oh! thou ftoriy, hard hearted creature, 


land mourn for deliverance to me, out of thy 
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comeft to fees and feel, and groanunder | — 
this miferabie eftate. I tell thee Chrift is | 


enemy. If Chrift were here and fhould 
fay, Here is my blood forthee, if thou 
wilt but fie down and mourn under the 
burden of thy wifery, and yet fer all his 
fpeeches, thy dry eyes weep not, thy ftout 
heart yeilds not, thy bard heart mourns 
not, as. to fay; Oh! Jam a finful , loft, 
condemned ; curied , dead caeature: what 
fhaliI do? Doft not think bat he would 
rurn away tis face from thee, and fay. 


wouldit chou have me fave thee from thy 
cottery, and vet thou wiltnot groan, figh, 


mifery 2 If thon likeft chine eftate fo well, | 
and prizeft me fo little, perifh inthy-mife- | 
PPE SAAS Sadie, Gosec Sect "noma 
“Oh! Jabour to be humbled day and), — 

night under chis thy wofuleftate. Thouart 
puilty of e¢dams grievous fione ; will this 
break thine heart ? Wo. Thouart dead | 
in finne , and top-full of all finne ; will this | 
break thine heart? No. Whatfoever thou | 
doett , haft done, fhale do, remaining in | 
his eftate 1s finne , will this break thine | 
heart ? Wo. God isthineenemy, and thon | 
aft loft him; will this break thy heart ? | 
No. Thou are condemned co die eternally, 
Satan is chy Jaylour, thou art bound hand | 
vad foot in the bolts of thy finnes, and | 
caft | 


—-- — 
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caft into utter darknefs , and ready every | 
moment to drop into Hell; sill this break 
thine heart ? Ao. Thou muft dye, and after 


and then bear Gods everlaiting infup. 
| portable wath, which rends che Rocks, 
and burns down to the boctom of hell; 
| Willchis break thine hard heart man? No, 
| Then farewel Chrift for ever, never look 
-}tofeea Chrift until chou dott come to feel 
‘\thy mifery out of Carift. Labour there- 
fore for this, and the Lord will reveal che 
Brazen Serpent, when chou ar: in thine own 
fenfe and feeling, ftung to death with the fie. 
r, Serpents. 

So I come to open the fourth principal 
Point: : : 


CHAP. IV. 


of Redemprion and deliverance out of this 


eftate. 


|X whom we have redemption through his 
blood. Eph. 3.7. which plainly. demon: 
{trates that | 
felus Chriff is the only means of mans Re- 
demption and deliverance out of bis bondage 
ana mij erable eftate 
And this isthe Do&trineI fhall now infit 
upon, | 
re , When 


that appear betore the Lord to judgment |\\~“V™ | 


That the Lord }. (us. Chrift is the only means 
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When the Ifraelites were in bondage a 
and mifery, he fends Wo/es to deliver them. | 
| When they were in Babylon, he Rirred up | — 

Cyrusto open the prifon gates to them; | 
but when all mankindeis uoder fpiricual mi- 
fery, he fends the Lord Jefus, God and Man, 
toredeem him, 444.12. , 

Oueft. How doth Chrift redeem men out 
of this mifery ¢ Pa | | 
Anfw. By paying 4 price for_them,1 Cor.6, 
li be manifeited tn faving 


ftored again. 
yes | Secondly, by taking from them, in whofe 
Kine away [room he ftood, the eternal guile of all their 
the euile of f i385. and by affuming the guilt of all thofe 
their Gin, | fins unto himflf, 2 Cor. 5. 22, Hence La- 
| | ther faid, Chrift was the greateft finner by 
imputation. 

Thirdly, by bearing the curfe and wrath 
3. By bear- | of God kindled againft fiane, God is ho- 
ingth? - | ty, and when he feeth finne fticking onely 


| 


| by imputation to his own Sonne, he will 
‘not fpare him, but his wrath and curfe 
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“ut he bear, Gal. 3.13, Chrit drinks up 
the cup of all the “ele atone dragbht , 


which they fhovid have been fippt; igoand | 


drinking, and cormented with , ‘adlions | 
| of vears. » 
| Fourthly , by bringing into the pi pre ence | 
' of God perfect righteoulnels, Roms. 5. 21. 
for this alfo. Gods juttice required Hie 
febtion, ; con ormity.to the Law, as weil : 
| (perfett (atisfattion ) fuffering for the wro: a 
offered tothe La® abe 
quiring thefe four things, Chrilt fari- fies 
juftice by performing them, and fo pays the 
price, 

I, Chrift is a.Redeemer by ftrong hand. 
| The firft Redemption by price is finifhed 
\in Chrifts perfon, at his RefurceGion; the 
| fecond is begun by the Spirit-in mans vo- 
‘cation, and ended-at the day of judgment ; 
/ as money is firft paid fora Captive in? rueky, 
(and then becaufe he cannot come to his own 
Prince him! elf, he is fetcht. away. by. firong 
hand. 
| Hereis encouragement tothe vileft fine 
i ner, and comfort. to the felffuccourlefs 
and lof finner , who have (pent all cheir | 
lieu 5 their time, “and endeavours upon 


| 


\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
if 
| 
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| thofe duties and Rrivings tiat have been but: 
| poor Payfitians to them. Ob look up here 
‘to the Lord Jefus who can do that cure. 
| for thee ina moment.,.which all creatures | 
cannot dee in many years. What bolts, | 
abe itrong fetters ; ? what unroly juts, 
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temptations and miferies art thou lockt 


Chait ‘aur (oe xe 
ae Re {into? Behold the Deliverer is come out 


deemer. 
UAV a priceto ranfome poor Captives, Luke 4. 
18. with the keys of Heaven, Heli, and 
chy unruly heartinhis hand, to fetch thee 
out with great mercy and firong hand; 
Who knows but thou poor prifoner of 
Hell, thou poor Capiive of the Devil , 
thou poor fhackled sat mayeft be one 
whom he is come for? Oh look up to 
him, figh tofHeaven for deliverance from 
‘| him, and be glad and rejoice at his com 
ming. 
Hfe 2: This ftrikes terrour to them, that 
| Of terror. though there is a means of deliverance, yet 
‘ they lie intheir mifery, never groan, ne- 
ver fighto the Lord Jefus for. deliverance ; 
nay, that rejoyce in their bondange , and 
dance to hell in their bolts; nay, that 
are weary of deliverance, that fit in the 
ftocks, when they are at prayers, that come 
out of the Church when the tediousSer- 
mon runnes fomewhac beyond the hour, 
like prifoners out of a Jayle, that defpife 
the Lord Jefus, when he offers to open 
The nes- | the doors and fo let them out of that mi- 
Prick our | ferable eftate. Oh poor creatures / is there 
eliverrnce Le ; 
by Chrif, | @ means of deliverance, and doft thou neg- 
will prove | let, nay, defpife it ¢ Know ic, that this 
|acut arthe | will cut thine heart one day, when thou 
latday. | are hanging inthy gibbets in hell, to fee 
others ftanding at Gods right hand, re- 
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of Sion, having fatisfied juftice, and paid | 
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| deemed by Chrift ; thou mighteft have had | 
fharein their honotr: for there was a De- 
liverer come to fave thee, but thou wouldft 

have aone of him. Oh thou wile lie yel- | 
‘ine in thofe everlafting burnings , and 
tear thy hair; and curfe thy felf: From | 
hence might F have been delivered, bur I 
would not. Hath Chrift delivered: thee 
from Heit, and hath he not delivered thee 
from chine Ale-hgufe ? Hath Chrift deli- 
vered thee from Satans fociety , when he 
hath not delivered thee from thy loofe 
company yet? Hath Chrift delivered thee 
from burning, when thy faggots, thy fins 
growin thee? Is Chrifts blood thine, chat |. 
makeft no more account of it; nor feel-7 
eft no more vertue from it, than in the. 
biood of a chicken? Art thou redeemed ? 
doef thou hope by Chrift to be faved, 
thac didft never fee, nor feel, nor figh un- 
der thy bondage? Oh! the devils will | 
‘| keep holy-day ( asit were) in Hell, in re- 
i {pec of thee, who fhalt mourn under Gods | 
Jweath, and lament. Ob there was a meaus 
to deliver us out of it, but chou halt mourn 
| for ever forthy mifery, And this will bea 
| Bodkin ac chine heart one day , to think’ 
| there wasa Deliverer, Buc] wretch would 
| none of him. | 
Here iskewile is matter of reproof to |4#/e3. | 
‘uch as feek co come out of this mifery, Ob ieprogh.) 
from, and by, themflves. If tRey be igxe- ey ee 
rane. they hopego be faved by their good 
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nieanittg and prayers. If civil, by. paying 


all chey owe, ana doing.as they would be " 
done by, and by doing no body any harm. 2 


If they he troubled about their eftates, then 
they hick themfelves whole by their:mourn- 


| ing, repenting and reforming: Ob poor 


ftubble! canit thou ftand before this con- 
fuming fire without firne ? Canft thon 


make thy felf a Chrift for thy felf? canft] | 


thou bear aad come feom under. an infi- 
nice wrath? canit thow bring in perfe@ 
righteouinels into the prefence of God ? 
This Chrift muft doe, elfe he could nor 


fatisfie: and redeem. Andsf thou canf nor}. 


do thus, and haft no Chrift, defire and pray, 
thac Heaven and earth fhake wil chou haft 
worn thy rongue tothe ftumps exdeavour. 
as much as thou canft, and others com- 
mend thee for a diligent Chriftian; mourn 
infome wildernefs till dooms day , dig thy 
grave there with thy nayles, weep buckets 
full of hourly tears, cill chou canft weep 
no more, faff and pray cill chy skinne and 
bones cleave rogether; promife and purpofe 


with full refolution, to be better; nay ; 


| 
li 
| 


reform thy head, heart, life aud tongue, |. 


and fome, nay -all finnes ; live jike an| 
Angel, thine like a Sun, walk up and | 
down the world like a diftreffed Pilgrime, e 
going co another -countrey, fo. chat all | 
| Chars itians commend and admire thee; die 
'ten thoufand deaths , -lieac che fireback tn 


hell fo-many. millions of years, as there 
be 


; 
‘ 
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be piles of grafs on the earth, or fands 
upon the Sea fhore, or ftarresin Heaven, | 
or motes in the Sun; [tell thee, not one 
| spark of Gods wrath, againft thy finne 
| hall be, can be, quenched by. all thefe as- 
| pies, nor by any cf thefe forrows,, or tears ; 
| for, thefe are not the blood of Chrift. Nay, 
(7 4f all che Angels and Saints in Heaven and 
-earth fhould pray for thee, thefe cannor 
deliver thee, for they are not the blood of 
Chrift. Nay, God as a Creator having | 
made a Law, will not forgive one fin with- 
our the blood of Chrift ; nay, Chrifts blood 
will not doe it neither, if thou doft joyn 
never fo little that thou haft or doft, usto 
Jefus Chrift, and makeft thy felf or any of 
thy duties copartners with Chrift in that 
great work of favingthee. Cry ont there- 
fore as that bleffed Martyr did, None ut 
Christ, none but Chrift. 

Take heed of neglecting or rejecting fo 
| great falvation by fefms Chrif?. Take heed 
| a fpilling this potion, that only can cure 
| thee. 
But thou wilt fay, This means of Redem- 
| ption is only appointed for fome, it is mot_in- 
| tended for all, therefore not for me, therefore 
| how can I rejeét Chrift.? | 
| © Iets true, Chrift {pent not his breath to 
pray forail; fobs17. 9. I pray for them, 
I pray not for the world; but for them which | 
thou hast given me, for they are thine, much | 
lefs his blood forll, therefore he was never | 
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i Chalk cu: intended asa Redeemer of all; bucthat he | 
= oily RE isnot intended as a deliverer of thee, bow 
deemer, | doth this follow ? How doft thon know [ 
this ? | a | 
Buc fecondly , I fay ; though Chrift be 
not intended for all, yet he is off:red unto 
all:and therefore unto thee. Aad the grotind 
is this chicfly. | mete hans ome i, 
The offer The univerfal offer of Chrift drifeth 
of Chrift | not from Chrifts Priefily Office imme- 
univerfal, | diately , but from his Kingiy Office ; 
andwhy. | whereby the Father having given him 
all power and dominion in Heaven and 
earth, he hereupon commands all men 
to ftoop unto him, and likewife bids a! 
his Difciples, and all their facceffours 
to goe and preach the Gofpel ro every 
| Marki6. | creature under Heaven, (Watth.28.18,i9. 
Aden |For Chrift doth not immediately offer 


himfelf co all men as a Saviour, where- 
by they may be incouraged to ferve him 
as a King : bue firlt as a King com- 
manding them to caft away their wea 
pons, and ftoop unto his Sceprer, and de- 
pend upon his free mercy, | acknowledging, 
ifever he fave me, I will blefs hin; if he 
damn me, his name is righteous in fo deal- 
ing with me. 3 Presid 
Burt that I may faften this exhortation, 1 
will fhew thefé four things. @ e 
I. The Lord Jefus is offercd to every. 
particular pétfon: which I fhall fhew thus : 
What haft thouco fay againft it, chat thou 
Sos ee | dott 
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oft dob of it. it may be thou, wail plead : iw’ ih 
4 Qh, Lam, fo ignorant of my. felf, God, ei 
brift,, or his will, that furely the Lord, of deemer.° 
-fers.no. Chrifttome. . CY™ 
Yes, bat, he doth though, siete, lief i in "1 ate, 
otter darknefs. .Our bleffed Saviour glori- 
“fied bis Father, for revealing the myftery, of 
| the, Gofpel to. fimple men , negleding thofe Prov. 9. 4. 
that carryed the chief repatation of wifdam 7 
his love upon mean: and weak perfons here, 
that he might confound. the pride. of. fleth 


in the world, » The parts.of done are {0 low, | 
: the mere... nN here: tt beeen him to make. ' Prov, 4,226, 


as that they are. beneath the gracious regard 
of Chritt. God beftoweth, the. beft fruits of 


+o aor ee enemas. 


ted 


| “But thou Basta fay, on an sett to Neri 1 10 bjocF 
| and have a heare, fo-ftubbora, and foathco ee 
yeild; Lhave vexed himto the very, heart. | 
by: my tranfgreflions. : if 
| ¥ et he befeecheth thee to ‘be reconciled. 
| Pug, cafe thou haft beena finner, and rebel-. 
fious againft God, yet. fo fong as thou arc. || 
-notfound amongft malicious oppofers, and | 

underminets of his truth, never, Sive way.to.} 
| defpairing thoughts f thon. haft a merciful ; 
Saviour... . 1 
| Bot have ‘defpiled the means of recone} 
| liation, and tejected mercy. . “| Obed, 
| “Yer God calls thee to return; Thou hae) | 
| ‘plata pre harelt Wath many lovers, yet cura ar Ania | 

G 


Chrift our 
| onely Re- 
deemer. 


y™ 


‘|might have given thee up to 4ardneffe ,| 


Chrift 
cafts off 
none that 
defire to 
come unto 
him. 


Objet. 


‘An{w. 


Chrift cals 
all finners 
to come 
unto him 
without 
exception. 


The Sincere Convert. 


gain to me, faith the Lord, fer. 3. 1. Caft thy \ 
felf into the arms of Chrift, and if thou | 
perith, perifh there; if chow doft not ,} 
thow art fureco perifh. Ifmercy betohbe | 
had, any where, it is by feeking to Chrift, | 
not by turning from him. Herein appears | 
Chrifts love to thee, that he hath given | 
thee a heart in fome degree fenfible; he} 


ecurity , and prophanenefs; of all fpiritual | 
judgments the greateft.“ But he that died 
for his enemies, will in no wife refufe 
thofe, thedefire of whofe foul is cowards | 
him. When the Prodigal fer himfelf to 
recorn to his father , his father ftates not | 
forhim, but meetshim inthe way. If our 
finnes difpleafe us, they thall never hurt 
us; but we fhall be efteemed of God to be}. 
that which we defire and labeur to be, Pfal. | 

145.19. | 
But canthe Lord offer Chrift to me, fo 
poor, that have no ftrength, no faith, no 
grace, nor fenfe of my poverty ? Paail 
‘Yes, even to thee; why fhould we ex-|| 
cept out felves, when Chriff doth nor ex-’ 
cept'us ?. Come unto me all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden, We are therefore poor, be- 
caufe we know not our riches. We can never 
beinfuch a condition, wherein there will be 
juft caufe of utter difpair. He that fits is 
darknefs and feeth no light, no light of com- 
fort, no light of God’s countenance , yee 
det Lino truft in rhe name of the Lord. Weake 
nefles 
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‘neffes do not debar us from mercy; nay 
they incline God themore. The husband 
is bound to bear with the wife, as being the 
weaker veffel; and fhall we think God will 
_| exempt himfelffrom his own Rule, and not 
| bear with his weak Spoufe ? 
| Bueisthis offer made to me that cannot 
love, prize, nor defire the Lord Fefus? 
| Yes, to thee, Chrift knows how to pity 
-|usin this cafe. Weare weak, but we are his. 
| A father looksnot fo much ac the blemithes 


| Oh butI have fatlen from God oft, fince 
|hehath inlightned me; and doth he tender 
Chrift to AZe ? 

| Thou muft-know that Chrift hath mar- 

| xied every beleeving fou! to himfelf, and 
that where the work of grace is begun , 

fin fofes ftrength by every new fall: If 
{there be a fpring of finin thee, there isa 

\f{pring of mercy in God, and a Fountain 

|dayly opened co wafh thy uncleannefs in. 

| eAdam (indeed) toft all by once finning, but 

| we are under a better Covenant, a Covenant 

| of Mercy, and are encouraged by the Son to 

| go tothe Father every day for the fins of 


— 


i 
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i 


me ent 


| that day, G 2 Tf 
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Objed. 
Anfw. 


Chrift | 


owns mens 


Objeét. 


Anfw. 


Chrift of 
fers him- 


| fel to thofe 
| defire him. 


{ 


| Objeét. 


‘ 


Wo time 


| 
| 
Anfw. 


| Chrift, 


“| fering Chrift ro. thee? Thou wilt fay., it 
|;-may be: 


ne 
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~ If L was.willing.to receive, Chrift,.I.might | — 
| have Chrift offered rome; but will che-Lord, 
offer him to fuch-a one.as defies not to have. 
Yes ( fah; our Saviour.) I would,have,| 
gathered you as the hen gathereth, ber chickens:| 
under her wings,and you would.got. We mouft 
know , acreating power cannot only bring: | 
fomething’ out. of ssrhing, -but contrary | 


that do not | ont of conrrary ; of unwilling, God can make, 


us a willing people. .Thereis a promifeof | 
| pouring clean Waser wpois WS >. and.Chrift hath, 
‘taken upon him to purge his Spoufe, and 
| make her fit for himfelf. sith aa in 
What haf.thou. now, to plead againt 
| this ftrange kindnefs of the Lord in of-. 


Ob! T fear time is paft, Oh! time is patt.. 
I might once, once have had Chrift, .but.now 
_mine heart. is, fealed down with hardnefs.,: 
‘blindnefs , unbelief; Oh! time is now, 
| No, not-fo, fee J/asah 65.-1,2,3- All the 
\day long God.bolderh ont his.hands toa back- 
| fliding and.rebellious people. . Thy day of 
‘grace, thy day of means, thy day of Jife;. 
thy day of Gods ftriviog, with thee, and fir-. 
ring OF 0S Rill lafts. ag eal 

3ut_ if God be, fo willing to fave, and | 
fo prodigall of his Chrift, why doch he not | 


give me Chrilt, or draw.meco Chrilte 


| | ' 
_ Lanfwer. What command doft thou look 
| 
ie 


/ 
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\ 


| for to draw thee'to (brit , but this word | Chih ons 
(Come? Oh come thou poor; "forlorn, loft, | ony Re- 


i 


blinde, curfed , nothing ; Iwill fave thée, | deemer. 
I will enrich thee, I will forgive chee, I Chit 


willenlighten thee, Iwill :blefs thee, I will freely of . 
| bealfthingsnto thee,do all things for thee. | fershim- | 
May not this win and meleithe heart of a | {lf to men 
DHSE Fihiit mon .0 Cosh ; vi! os} inner | 
: i Upon what conditions may Chrift be gs 
aq ? a z ta , TSN 
- Make an ‘exchange of what thou artor| Que. | 
haft wich Chrift, for what Chrift is or hath ;)47/~. | 
and fo taking him, (like the wife Merchant | 5. 00". | 
zs Pearl ) thou fhalt have. falvation With | coming . 
im. Chrift, 
Now this Exchange lieth in thefe four) Onwhat | 
things chiefly. pa 
| -Finft, Give away thy felf rohim , Head, | Cit 
| Heart, Tongue, Body, Soul, andhe wil give) 44. 
| away himfelf unto thee, Cat. 6.3, yea he| 1. Wemut | 
_will ftand in thy roomin Heaven, that thou) give our} | 
| may cryumphand fay, Iam already in Hea- | telvesto 
ven, glorified in him. I fee Gods bleffed' ™ 
face in Chrift; I have conquered Death, 
| Hell, and che Devil in him. 
Secondly, Give away all thy jias to (hrift, | » a 
- confefs them, leave them,’ caft them tipotd Piceeaae st 
_ the Lord Pefus:, {fo astoreceive power from} ; We muft | 
. him to forfake ‘them; and:he will bemade| giveaway | 


| fin for thee to take them away from thee, | 0uthonor, | 
pleafures 


| Efoh.1, 9. WBi , 

i ee ae if a . I fe {elf, 

Thirdly, Give away thine honour , plea} if he ren 

| fare, profie, life, for him she will give away | quire it. 

{ 2 . his 
e. 4 . 


, | 
2.We muft | 
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Four forts 
| of people 
| that reject 
| Chrift.. 
r. The 
t flighter. 
ioe 
y 


as glorious in the fight of God, howfo- | 


Angel, nay , as all the Angels, becanfe 
|cloathed with his Son Chrift Zefus his Righ- | 


is offered to you. Yes you will all fay : Yea, 
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his crown and honour, life and all tothee, 
Euk.18. Lee nothing be {weet anto thee bit 
Him, and nothing fhall be fweet unto him | 
but thee. , 
Fourthly, Give away thy Rags, forfake 
thine own Righteoufnefs for him; he will | 
give away all his Robes and Righteoufnefs 
to thee, Philip. 3.8,9. Thon fhale fand 


ever thou art a poor fnake in thy felf; asan 


ceoufnels. 
Now tell me, will you have Chrift ? He 


with all mine heart. But will youhave him 
on thefe terms, upon thefe four conditions ? 
Now becaufe men will flatter themfelves, 
and fay, Yes: > | | 
III. Iwill thew you four forts of people | 
that reject Chrift thus offered. 
Firft, The flighting Usbeleever; that when | 
he hears of an offer of Chriit, and fhould | 
wonder at the love of the Lord in doing 
this; he makes nothing of ic, but goes) 
from the Church , and fays. We muft give 
Minifters the Wall in the Pulpit; And, 
poor men, they muft have fomewhat to fay 
and preach for: their living: There was a | 
cood plain Sermon co day, the man feems to 
mean well, but I think he be no great Scho- 
lar; andfo makes no more of the offer of 
Chrift, then of the offer of a ftraw at their 
\ | feet | 


The Sincere Convert. 


| 87 


Chrift our 
onél y ‘Re- 
deemer. 


Coa, 


feet. If a good bargain be offered them, 
| they will forget all their bufinels to accom- 
plith that; yec they make light of this offer, 
| Mat. 22: §. hed | 
Secondly, The defperate Unbeleever : that) 
| feeing his fins ro be fo great , and feeling 
| hisheare fo hard, and finding but little good 
| from God, fince he fought for help, (like 
| Cain) flyeth from the prefence of the Lord ; 
| like a mad Lion he*breaks his chains of re-, 
| training grace, and runneth -roaring after. 
| his prey, after his cups, queans, lufts, ec. 
} and fo will not honour Chrift with fuch a 
| great cure of fuch great fins,that he fhall ne- 
| ver have thecredit of it, nor will be behold- 
{ing to him for fuch a kindnefs. | 
| Thirdly , Zhe prefumptuous Unbeleever: | 3. The pre- 
thae feeing what fins he hath committed , | fumptuous 
‘and it may be having a little couch, and | ubelee- 
| fome forrow for bis fins, catcheth at Chrift,, | ¥~ 
hoping to be faved by him before ever he 
\come to be loaden with fin as the greateft 
jevil, or Gods wrath kindled againft him 
| as his greateft curfe;and fo catching at Chrift 
hopes he hath Chrift, and hoping he hath 
| Chrift already , fhuts out Chrift for the 
future, and fo rejects him, (Micha 3.11. 
| You fhall have thefe men and women 
| complain never of the want, bur onely of 
| the weaknefs of their faith , and they will 
| not be beaten off from thence; let them 
hear never fo much of their mifery, nor 
ee never fo much of their finne, acre, 

7 | oo wi 
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Chri eae will’ not: bes beaten as from trufting to i 
ondy: Re Ghrift. . Ht} 
deemers) | Fourthly. e The pottering : donb ofa dinhes| 

V™\ | lever: one that isin a queftion whether he 
taal |-had -beft. have.Chrift or'no: he fees fome 
ape os good in, Chrift that he would ‘gladly, have: 
ful unbe-'; |him-for-5\as,Then I fhall have Heaven, and 
lever, |.pardon , andgrace, and peace; and yet he 
| feesmany things he diflikes with Chrift 5 as, 
| namely., ithen:farewel. merry meetings; -pae. 
|ftimes, cards, and dice, pleafure and finful’} 
“| games 5 and hence they totter. this way and: 
that way ,.not, Knowing 1 whether they had 


Ps beft have Chrift.or no, 7am. 1.6, 7. thefe | 


iv. | peoplereject.7 «fis Chrift. | 
‘he great | TV. And now come and fee. the, greatnel | 
veGtig ‘lof this fine , | 
pa 4.1ts-a, mot bloody fin, tsa trampling | 


1, Ablos | under foot; the bleod of the Son of God!) 
dy fin, -?¥ Heb, TOs-2 Es, wa 


Lig Wee get Qe tsa mol Dithonowring fins vie as = 
noua ‘hes firft. a@t.of faith. a-man storifiech God 
fin by obeying.all the Law at an inftant in Chrifty | 
fo, by rejecting him,thou dof break all thofe | 
-| Laws of God 1n an inftanr, and fo. doft difhe- 

| nour him. ie 

3. Irsamoft ax rate{ul fin, it "gy efpifing.| 

peas a | Gods. greatett.. ve ele fn the Lord takes | 

I Gn; moft heavily, : 


| 4. I’sa mot ineccaufarle fin > for what: 
iq. An in- | have you to cait againkt | Felts Chrift?: Oh, 
: ble | my fins are 0. gréat s thou «wile fay. But 
ape take Chrift,. his blood will) wath theefrom. 
jallthy fins. | bt 
Sa Sao 


See ‘ - Ty lik kane lacsokananan 
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iad ae iM i ORE, Gh 
. Oh-! bue my heartishard , andmy mind| G14... 
blind.) > Bobi bins 4 } onely Ree |: 
Yea, but cake me, and I will break thine | deemer. 
heart, open thine eyes. A new heart is|'\“V~J 
Gods gift, and he hath promifed tocreate ppt 
itinus. — 5 vets ? 
.. Oh! Botthen I muft forlake all my plea- 
fures. veh? 
Thon fhalt have them fully, continually, 
|| infinitely in Chrift. 
| Oh but I cannot take Chrift, .. 
4) Ob! but Chrift can give thee an hand 
| to receive him, as well, as give away him: 
felf. -— 
5s. Itisa moft heavy (ix. What fin, will 
| gripe fo in Hell as this? fobs 3.19. God 
che Father fhall ftrike the Devils for brea- 
_ {king the Law of the Creation ; but God the 
| Son fhall ftrike thee, and the Comforter | 
himfelf fhall fet himfelf againft chee, for de- 
| fpifing the means and offers of Redemption. 
| The Devils might never have had mercy, but 
_ | chou fhale think with anguifh, and vexation 
_jand madnefs of heart, I might have hada 
1 Cbrift ,, he was offered unto me? Mercy 
| wooed. this ftabborn proud heart to yeild. 
| But, Ob Rock of Addmanc that I was! 
dit didnot affe& me: Oh flie fpeedily to this 
|| City of refuge, left the purfuer of blood “| 
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Objed. 


Any. 


eee 


| Object. 
An{w. 


§ An hea- 
vy fin, 


| | taherhee. mex 4 | 
| Away then ‘out of your felves to the! 1. 
_ | Lord: Jefus., Heaven and. earth leave thee, | IF 5: 
. j and have forfaken thee: now there 4s buc| 
i. ~ one! 


rr ar ee ET AO A A ee ee ee 
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| Chiift our | ON€ more that can do thee good , and delie | 
‘onely Re-| ver thy foul from endlefs forrow : go to him, 
{deemer. | and take hold onhim, not with the hand of 
|<” V “| prefumption and love to thy felf, to fave thy | 
fonto | felf, buc with the hand of faith, and love to | 

Jrake hold | him,to hononr him- | 
jon Chri | Tam well enough already - what tell you 

pObject. | me of Chri ? 

{Anfw, | This is the damning fin of thefe times ; 
| | when men have Chrift offered unto them , | 

| foretelling them elfe of wrath to come, they 
| fay they are well, hence feeling no judgment: 
oe here, they fear no wrath hereafter ; hence 
Security 4) being welf, they feel no need of Chrift; 
| ~ (hence till they dye they never feek out for 
ja Saviour; Men will not come into the Ark 
already made for them, before the flood 
arife.’ The world makes fo much of thofe} 
it nurfeth up,that they are unwilling to come 
to Heaven, when they are called to come 
home. | 1. 
But it may be Chrift hath not redeemed | 
me, nor fhed his blood for me, therefore 
why fhould I go to him ? | 
Icmay beitis true, may be not; yetdo 
chou venture, as thofe Joel 2. Who knows 
but the Lord may return? cis true,God hath 
elected but few, and fo the Son hath fhed 
his blood, and died but fora few; yet chis 
is no excufe for thee to lie down and fay, 
What fhould I feek out of my felf for 
fuccour? Thou muft in this cafe venture 
and try , as many men amongft us do sy 
who 


The Sincere Convert. 


twenty of them will go and feek for it, al- 
though they know onely one fhall have it. 
Therefore fay as thofe Lepers in Samaria, 
|If Iftay herein my finnes, Idie; IfT goe 
-fout to the Camp of the Syriaws we may 
live, wecan but dye however: If I go out 
to Chrift, I may get mercy, however I can 
‘Y bute die, and it is better to die at Chrifts 
‘feet, than in thine own puddle: Content 
‘}not your felves therefore with your bare 
‘reformation, and amending your lives ; 
this is but to crofs the debt in thine own 
| book; it remaineth uncancelled in the cre- 

‘dicors book ftill: but go, take, offer up 
‘Ithis eternal Sacrifice before the eyes of 
+God the Father, and cry guilty at his barr. 
}and look for mercy from him; figh under 
[thy bondage, that.as~7/o/es was fent unto 
the U/raelites, fo may Chrift be fent into chy 
foul. Reft not therefore in the fight or 
ifenfe of a helplefs condition, faying; I 
‘}cannot help my felf, unlefs Chrift doth : 
| figh unco the Lord Jefus in Heaven for fuc- 

cour, and admire the Lord for ever, that 


have raifed out of the ftones children to 


his bofometo fave thee. So much for this 


| Parsicular. 


| handled. 


oe 


who hearing of one good Living fallen ,} 


| when there was no help, and when he might} 


praife him, yet he fhould fend his Son out of 
The fifth Divine Principle follows to be 


__Chap.} 


Chrift our f 
onély Re- # 
deemer. 
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CHA Bern's Yo pane: 


That thofe' that are \aped ave very fon er : 
that thofethar ave faved, are faved with ve 
ry much ghee 


| Pri isthe gate vr narrow is the way 
OD that leddeth unto lifes and few: a be ome 
finde'it, Mat. 7, 14. °° 
‘Here are two parts: © : 
t» The paucity of them fae thal be fa- 
ved: few find che way thither. . 
2. The difficulty of being raved : Strait 
and narrow is the Way and gate unto life. 
Hence arifetwo Doctrines. 
_ 1 Thatthe number of them that thal be 
favedis very fmall, Zuke 13.24. the Devil 
hath his drove, and {warms to go to Hell, | 
as faft as Bees to their Hive; Chrift hath } 
his Flock, and that is bat a little flock; hence} 
Gods children are called Fewels , Mal. 3. | 
17. which commonly are kept fecret, in re 
fpect of \the other lumber in the houfe ; | 
hence they are called Strangers and Pilgrims. 
: ich are very fewin refped& of the inhabi- | 
nts of the Countrey through which they 
| pats; - hence they are called Sons of God, 
I Fob 3.23 Of the blood Royal, which are 
few in refpect of common fubjects. 
: But fee the truth of this Point in _ two 
Few faved things: 
in all ag. Firft, look to all ages and times of the 
world. 


| Dod. 1. 


Luk, 43. 


= 
| 


Js {7a 
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P| so oclas: VP can 
) world. . Secondly, toal! places and. perfons.| Few are, 
its faved, and 
‘inthe world, and we fhall fee few men were | (""">. 

faved. ven 3 | png NUP 


| d deity Bion er ils Td dition. 

| »4Look toall ages, and we fhall-find but) Cy 

| ahandfulfaved. © Asfoon as ever-the Lord| — !: 

| began. co keep houfe,.andtherewetebutewo; 

| familiesin it, chere,was.a bloody.Caiz living, | AS the © 

 and.aigood 4ée/, {lain And asthe world | world in- 

/ increafed in number, foin wickednels, Gens. re a 

6.12. ts faid,.Al: flefo had-corrupted cursed x 

| theirzrays , and amongft fo many,choufand) peg, 

// men,:not.one righreous but Noah,.and his} °°. 

family, and yetin.she:Ark there: crept. ina 

corked. Chame yy.) ec oy hier 

||) Afterwards as Abrahams pofterity in- 

jereafed, fo we fee .their. fin abounded. 

| When. his pofterity was ine 4g ypr, . where 

{one would think, if ever men were good, 

‘| mow. it. would “appear, being fo. heavily 

{ afflicted by Pharaoh, being by fo many mi- 

racles.miraculoufly. delivered bythe hand |. 

| of (Moses, yer moft of thele God wes wroth| 

| with, Heb. 3.12.,.and.onely two -of:them, 

(alebh.and Jojhua went into Canaan, atype 

| of Heaven. Look into Solomons time, what 

| glorious times ?.what great profeflion was 

| there then ? Yet, after his death ren Tribes 

| fell to. the odious fin of Idolatry., following 

| the command of 7e7oboam their King.. Look 

| further into Z/aiab’s.time , when there were | 

| multitudes of Sacrifices and prayers, Jz. | 
li 11..yet then there was but a xemmant,nay,, 

| avery ditée remnant thar fhould be faved, 


if | And. 
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Few are | And look to the time of Cc hrifts coming 
faved, andtin the flea, (for I pick out che beft time 
ie: with | of all) whenone would think by fuchSer- 
culty. . : 
U-y™~) | mons he preached, fuch miracles he wrought, 
fach a lifeashe led, allthe fews would have 
entertained him, yet itis faid, He came unto 
hisown , and they received bim not. So few, | 
chat Chri&t himfelf admires at one good Vz. 
thaniel, Behold an Ifraelite in whom there ws 
no guil. Inthe Apoftles time, many indeed | 
| were converted, but few comparatively , | 
Rev.3-4. | and amongft the beft Churches many bad : | 
as that at Philipps, Philippians 3.18. Many 
hada name co live, but were dead, and few{ 
onely kept their garments unfpotted. And | 
| prefently after the Apoftles time, many} 
Aas 20. | grievous Wolves’ came and devoured the) 
| 28,29,30.! faeep; and fo in fucceeding ages, Revel.| 
| 12.9. eA the earth wondred at the-whore) 
: in skarlet. = * i | 
Luther, And io Luthers time, when the light be- 
gan to arife again, he fawfo many carnal]. 
Gofpellers,that he breaks out-in one Sermon: 
| intothefe fpeeches God gran: Tmay never live 


Joh, 1.13. 


to fee thofe bloody days that are comsng upon an 
xngodly World. Latimer heard {o much pro- 
phanenefs in his time, that he thought verily } - 

dooms day was juft at hand. And have not 

our ears heard cenfaring thofe in the Pala- 

| tinate, where (as*tisreported) many have 
fallen from the glorious Gofpel to Popery, 
as fat as leaves fallin Autumn ? Whowould 

| have thought there had lurked fuch seis 
| under 


a A at ee 9 


! Eatimer. 
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under fach a thew of detefting Popery, as 
was among them before ? And at Chrifts 
comming, jhall he find faith on the earth > 
2. Let us look into all places and perfons, 
and fee how few fhall be faved, The 
world is now {plit into four parts, Exrope, 
eAfia, Africa, and eLmerica; and the 
three bigeft parts are drowned in a deluge 
| of prophanenefs and fuperftition; they do 
| not fo much as profefs Chrift; you may 
| fee the fentence of death written on thefe 
|mens foreheads, fer. 10. #/t. But lec us 
| look upon the beft part of the world, and 
| that is Ewrope, how few fhall be faved there ? 
| Firft, the Grecian Church, howfoever now 
| in thefe days, their good Patriarch of Cone 
ftantinople is about a general Reformation 
among them, and hath done much good; yer 
| are chey for the prefent , and have been for 
| the moft part of chem, without the faving | 
| means of knowledg.They content themfelves 
| with cheir old faperftitions, having little or 
| no preaching at all, And for the other 
| parts, as Italy, Spain, France, Germany, 
| for che moft part they are Popith; and fee 
the end of thefe men, 2 The/. 2.9,10.1 1,12, 
| And now amongf them thac carry the 
| badge of honefty , I will not {peak what 
| eard and my heart be- 


| mine ears have 
| leeves concerning ‘other Churches: I will 
| come into our own Church ‘of England , 
| which is the moft flourifhing Church in 
the world: never had Church fach Prea. 
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Few are 
faved, and 
that with 
difficulty. 
yn? 
il. 
Few fhall 


be faved in 
all places, 


Fer.10.ult, 
Pour out 
thy fury 
upon the 
heathen 
that knew 
thee not , 
and upon 
the fami- — 
lies that 
Sail not 
upon thy 
name, 8c, 
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Few are | chers', fuch means; yet have we not fome 
| faved, ‘and ‘ Chappels’ "and Churches ftand- as dark 
petatey ‘\Lanthoras without light , where: people 
CAN y | are ‘led with ‘blind, or idle, of. licenti- 
Few (hall | ous ‘Minifters, and’ fo bor) fall into che 
be faved in | di¢ch 2° - © TE Oa ee ee 
ie | Nay even amongft ‘them that have the | 
Or, I. 2 t ; ; 
lag. | | means of grace , but. few fhall be faved. 
| - \Jr may be’ fornetimes amongft ninety nine 
ina Parith, Chrift fends a Minifter to call 
| fome oue lott fheep among them, AZatch.13. 
Three grounds wete bad where the feed, 
was fowa, and onely one ground good. | 
pos was ‘fown, and onely one ground good. | 
| Loker.) [esa ftrange focech of Chry/oftom in bis « 


| chy ettom fourth Sermon to the people of Antioch, | 


' 
| 


pis Sar een ee ee A : 
. m 7 ‘ 


| thought.in 
| Antiechs 4 good: How many do ‘you think_( faith he 
an hundred} fhyall Be'faved in chis City ? Ir will be an bara 
pin "\peech to yon, bur I will [peak tt ; though here | 
ee" be fe many thoufaneds of you, yet there cannot be 
found an hundred that foall be faved , and I 


| mone youth ® what floth i2.0ld mén? and 10; 


ee 


pene mag wom nm nn 


| anes ne | baptized, and are Chriftians, and traf co | 
+ which the 


Scripture © Esty 
vcltes | the'fHeép, and exclude ‘none but fuch as 


“ or } 3 
from fal- | che Scriptures doth, and fers a,crofsupon 
vation. | 


t 
‘ 
' 


and'we thall fee only few ia the City fhall be 

y. The faved.’ PAGO TS. b Beis ee 

| profane, | | %*, Caf out all the profane people among, 
| | ea PeNE alibi 


j | 


a 
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| where ie was much beloved, and did ae | 


cheir'doors,with, Lord have mercy upox them, | : 


«lates 


x 


4 


doubt of them too; for what vilanyts there a- | . 
hesoeson. Sofayl, never tell me we are, 


Chrift ! ec us but feperate the Goats from) 


ern nN IIe 
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us, as Drunkards, Swearers, Whores, Liers, | 5... a 

which the Scripture brands for black | Vedand | 

fheep, and condemns shem in an hundred | chat with 

places. y ne difficulty. | 

2. Set by all Civil men that are but Wolves |“ ¥ ~ | 

chained up, tame Devils, Swine in a fair |'#. The 

Meadow , that pay all they owe, anddono_, Profane. 

a alt a z. The ci- 

body any harm,yetdo none any great good, |“ eek 

| that plead for themfelves and fay, 77ho can ; 

| fay black is mine eye? Thefle are righteous 

‘| men, whom Chrift never came to call; For 

| he came not to call the righteous, bur finners te ai 

| repentance. gee & Var ae 

1 3. Caft by all Fiypocrites, that like ftage- | 3. The hy- 
players, in the fight of others, a@ the parts pocrites, 

| of Kings, and honeft men; when look up- 

{on them in their tyring houfe, they are but 

bafe varlets. ‘ Ap the , 
4. Formal Pyofeffors,and Carnal Gofpelers, | 4. The for 

| that have a thing like faith and like /orrow, | mal pro~ 

and like trize repentance, and like good defires, | ‘llers. 

but yetthey be but Pictures, they deceive 

others and themfelves too, 2 Tim. 3.5. 

Set by thefe four forts, how few then are 
to be faved,even among them that are hatche 
in the bofome of the Church. : 

__ -Firft, here chen is an Ule of encomragement. 


i 


. ' Ss 5 co z 
Benor difcouraged by the name of fingula- ie tales 
hehe . « ? IAN ah wells : Xl Bi! 
rity. What? do you think your felf wifer rageineni! 


then others? and fhall none be faved bar 
fach as are fo precife as Minifters prate ? Are 
you wifer then others, that you think none 
(hall go to Heaven bus wens felf? Ltéll you 
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a EEA nanan in. 
if you would be faved, you muft be fingular | 
men, not out of faétion, but out of confctence, | — 
Alts 24. 16. Ay 

Secondly, Here is matter of rerro#r to all | © 


\thofe that be of opinion, that few fhallbe | — 


faved ; andtherefore when they are convin- 
ced of the danger of fin by the Word, they 
fly to this fhelter ; If I be damned, it will be 
woe to many more befide me then; as | © 
though moft fhould not be damned. Oh yes; |” 
the molt of them that Jive in the Church fhal } ” 
perith : and this made an Permit which The- | 


| odoret mentions, to live fifteen years in a Cell | 


ina defolate wildernefs, with nothing but |” 
bread and water, and yet doubted after all 
his forrow, whether he fhould be faved or 
no. Oh Gods wrath is heavy, which thou 
fhalt one day bear. 

Thirdly, this miniftreth E2ctortaricx to all 
confident people, that think they beleeve and 
fay, they doubt not but to be faved, and 


hence do nor much fear death. Oh! learn 


hence to fufpe@:and fear your eftates, and |. 
fear it fo much, that thou canft not be quiet | 
until chou haft gor fome affurance thou fhale | 
be faved: When Chrift cold his Difciples |” 
chat one. of them fhould betray him,. they 
all faid, A¢afer, Is ir 12? bucif he had faid | 
eleven of them fhould betray him, all.ex- 


D 


cept one, would they not all conclude, Suredy | 
itu 1? the Lord had faid, only Few fhall © 


be damned, everyman might fear, Itmay | 
beitisl; but nowhe fays mof fhall, every |: 
man |) 


‘: 
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ti 
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man may cry out and fay,Swrely itis I. No 
humble heart, but is driven to and fro with 
‘| many ftinging fears this way; yet there isa 
generation of prefumptuous, brazenfac’d, 
bold people, that confidently think of them- 
| felves, asthe Jewes of the Pharifees ( being 
| fo holy and ftri&) that if God fave but two 
| inthe world,they fhall make one. 
| The child of God indeed és bold as a Lion; 
‘| but he hath Gods Spirit and Promife, aflu- 
| ring him of bis eternal welfare. Buti {peak 
| of divers that have no found ground to prove 
{ this Point(which they pertinacioufly defend) 


‘| fors at large, who chink, that’s a jeft indeed, 
| that having been of a good belief fo long, 
| thae they now fhould be fo far behind- hand, 
|as to begin the work , and Jay the foundati- 
jonanew. And not only among thefe, but 
|amongft divers forts of people whom the 
| Devil never troubles, becaufe he is fure of 
them already, and therefore cries peace in 
| their ears, whofe confciences never trouble 
‘them, becaufe rhat hath thur its eyes ; and 
| hence they fleep, and fleeping dream, that 
God merciful unto them, and will be fo; 
| yet never feerhey are deceived, until they 


| ate friends ro it, and fo enemies to God. 
| And Miniffers never trouble them, for they 
| Dads 2 ae 


Ln n= EN ptt a me me 


sees 8 


| chat they fhall be faved. This confident hu- | 


mour rageth moft of all in our old profef- | 
| , dence ra- 


| awake with the flames of Hell about their | 
ears; and the wor/d troubles chem nor, they | 
| have their hearts defire here, becaufe they | 
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| “Few are fa. | Dave none {uch as are fic for that work neer 
‘ved, and | them; or ifthey have, they can fit and fleep 
-<}thatwith |inthe Church, and chufe whe¢her they will 
“difficulty. | beleeve him. - And their friends never trou- | — 
Bree ien ble them, becaufe they are afraid to difpleafe | — 
neverree |them. And God himfelf never troubles 
| preve them, becaufe that time iste come hereaf- 
{fomemen,! ter. This one cruch well pondered and 
| culeatin thought on, may damp thine heart, and 
Shen | make thy confcience fliein thy face, and fay, | 
“4 Thou art the man ; it may be thereare better | © 
‘in Hell chenthy felf that are fo confident ;| — 
|and therefore tell me what haft thou to fay | 
[for thy felf, that chou fhalt be faved ? In 
what thing haft chou gone beyond them that 
think. they are rich and want nothing, who yer 
are poor,blind miferable, and naked ? 
Objed. 1. Thou wilt fay haply, firit, 1 have leftmy 
fins I once lived ir,ind am now no drunkard, 
| no {wearer, no lier, @e. 
_~ Lanfwer; thou mayeft be wafhe from thy 
| mire (the pollution of the world) and yet be | — 
_a {wine in Gods account 2 Per. 2. 20. thou | 
| mayeft live a biamelefs, innocent, honeit, 
fmogth life, and yer be a miferable creature 
| 
| 
\ 


| fil, PAZ. 3. 6. 

But 1 pray, and chat often. 

This chon mayeft do, and yet never be fa- 

ved , fai. 1. 11. To- Whar purpofe 1s your 
| wsleitude of, facrifices? Nay thou mayeft | 
ae | pray with much affection, with a good heart, | 
/as thou thinkelt , yer a thoafand Miles off 
from being faved “Prov. 1. 28. ‘ i 
| at | 
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But I fait fometimes, as well as pray 

So did the Scribes and Pharifees even twice 
| week, which could not be publick, but pri- 
| vate fafts. And yet this righteoufnefs could 


never fave them. 
But I hear the werd of God, and like 


| beft Preachers. 

| This chou mayeft do too, and yet never be 
|faved. Nay, thon mayeft fo hear, as to re- 
| ceive much jey and comfort in hearing, nay, 
}to beleeve and catch hold on Chrift, and fo 
‘Tfay and think he is thine, and yet not be fa- 
Jved: as the ftony ground did , 44Zatth. 13. 
who heard the word with joy and for a fea- 
fon beleeved, 

T read the Scriptures often. 

This you may do coo, and yet never be 
faved ; asthe Pharifees, who were fo per- 
| fect in reading the Bible, rhat Chrift needed 
‘| but only fay, Je hath been faid of old time,for 

they knew the cext and place well enough 
without intimation. 

ButIam grieved and am forrowful, and 
repent for my fins paft. 

fudas did thus, AZat. 27.3. he repents | 
himfelf with a legal repentance for fear of 
Hell, and witha natural forrow for dealing 
fo unkindly with Chrift, in betraying not 
only Slood, but innocent blood. True. hu- 
miliation is ever accompanyed with hearty 
reformation. | 

Ob! but I love good men,and their com- 
pany. 
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| So did the five foolifh Virgins love the} 
Few are fa- ‘ . 
| yedjand. | company, and (at the time of extremity) the} — 
= | that with | the very oyée and grace of the wife, yet they | 
| difficulty. | were locked out of the gates of mercy. 


oho  ButGod hath given me more knowledge q 
Objed,g,.. | than others, or than I my felf had once. 


| Anfw. This thou mayft have, and be able to teach | 
| Rom.2.18. | others, and think fo of thy felf too, and yet 
= {never be faved. : 
y © | Obje.9. | ButI keep the Lords day itri@ly. 14 
i Aniw, So did the Jews, whom yet Chrift con- | — 
demned, and were never faved. . 


ea 


i lobjed.10.| Thave verymany good defires and endea- 
vourstogetheaven, 
| Anh Thefe thou and thoufands may have, and 
yet mifs of Heaven. | 
| Luke 13. Many fhall feek to enter in at that nar- 
Res, row gate, and not be able. | 
Objed.11,| . True, thou wilt fay, many men do many 
| duties, but without any 4fe or zeal; Lam 
a zealous. | 
Ee | Anfe. So thou mayeft be, and yet never be 
| Phil, 3.6, | faved, as fecha; Paul was zealous when he 
Le was a Pharifee, andif he was fo fora falfe 


Religion, ‘and a bad caufe, why much 
more mayeft thou befor a good caufe; fo 
zealous asnor only to cry out againft pro- 
fanenefs in. the wicked, but cive] ho- 
neity of others, and hypocrifie of others, |- 
yea, even of the coldnefs of the beft of 
Gods people: thou mayeft be the fore- 
horfein the Team, and the Ring leader of 
good exercifes amongtt the beft men, ( as 


- 
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| Joafb a wicked King was the firft chat com. 
} plained .of the negligence of his beft Offi- 
| cers in not_repairing the Temple ) and fo 
\Girre them up unto it: nay, thou mayeft 
-\be fo forward, as to be perfecuted, and 
| not yeild an inch, nor (hrink in the wet- 
[ting | but mayeft manfully and courage- 
Tonfly ftand it out in time of perfecution , 
Tas the thorny ground did: fo zealous thou 
| mayeft be, asco like beft of, and to flock 
moft unto the moft zealous Preachers , that 
fearch mens confciences beft, as the whole 
Country of Fudea came flocking to fohn’s 
Miniftry, and delighted to hear him fora 
feafon; nay, thou mayeft be zealous as to 
cake fweet delight in doing of all thefe 
| chings’, Z/aiah 58. 2, 3- They delight in ap- 

proaching near wnto God, yet come fhort of 
Heaven. 

But thou wilt fay, True, many aman 
rides poft , that breaks his ‘neck at laft: 
many a man is zealous , but his fire is foon 

uench’d, and his zealis foonfpent ; they 
hold not out; whereas! am conftant, and 
perfevere in godly courfes. - 

So did that young man, yet he was a 
gracelefs man, AZat. 19. 20+ All thefe things 
have I done from my youth : what lack J yet ? 

Itis true, hypocrites may perfevere, but 
they know themfelves zo be naught ail che 
while, and fo deceive others : bur I am 
perfwaded chat Tam in Gods favour, and in 
afafe and happy efate, fince I do all with 
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“Bew are(z | Lhis thou mayeft verily chink of thy felf, | 
ved,and | and yet be deeeived, and damned, and go | 


that with 


tothe Devil at laft. There isa way (faith | 


Haft therefore no better evidences to fhew 
for thy felf, thace thine eftate is good, 
then thefe, Ile not give a pins point for all 
thy flattering falfe hopes of being faved : 

“oral bur 


dithculty. | Solomon) that feemeth right toa man, but the| 
ies. end thereof 1s the way of death, For he is an 7 
Prov. 14, } Hypocrite not only that makes a feeming | 
12. outward fhew of what he hath nor, bur 
. alfothat hath a true fhew of what indeed 
there is not. The firft fort of Hypocrites 
deceive others onely ; the latter having 
fome inward, yet common work , deceive 
Some Hy- themfelves too, Pames 1.26. If any man 
pocrites | /ee to be religions (fo many are, and fo de. 
deceive |.celve the world, ) but itis added’, deceiving 
themlelves, | /4s own font, Nay, thou mayelt go fo fair- 
fomede- | 1y and live fo honeftly , that all the bef& | 
Tac. | Chriftians about thee may think well of thee, 
ae and never fufpect thee , and fo mayeft pafs | - 
through the world, and die with a deluded | 
comfort, that thou fhalt go to Heaven, and 
be canonized for a Saint in thy Funeral | 
Sermon, and never ktow thou art coun: 
terfett, cil the Lord brings t! ee ro thy Grid 
and Jaft examination, aud fo thou re: 
ceiveft that dreadful fentence , Go ye cur 
fea. So it was with the five foolifh Vir- 
Mat. 26, | Ss tha were never difcovered by the 
Trefve [*ée, nor by themfelves, until the gate 
| foolith’ ° | of grace was fhut upon them. If chou 


but itmay bethou haft never 
far asto this pitch; 
| will become of thee ? Sufpect 
‘| and when in this fhipwrack 
feeft fo many thoufands fink, cry out, and 
conclude, li’s a wond 
| thonfand and a thoufan 
| comeft fafe to fhore. - 
|” Ob! ftrive.then to be one of them that 
thoogh it coR thee thy 
f all that chou baft, 
\] thofe rbac go fo 
(h at the laft. Do not fay, 
ed, therefore 


fhall be faved, 
blood, and the lofs o 
labour to go be 
far, and yet peri 
that feeing fo few fhall be fav 
this difcourageth me from feeking, 
all my labour may be in vain. Confider 
that Chrift here makes another and a bet: 
ter ule of it, Luk. 3.2 
ny foall [eck and not enter, 


firive to 


leaf , an 


thee. 


Wherein doth the ch 


yer come fo 
Lord, what 
thy felf much, 
of fouls thov 


er of wonders, anda 
d to one, if ever thou 


4. Seeing that ma- 
‘therefore (faith he) 
enter in at the trait Gate; venture at} 
d try what the Lord will do for 


itd of God, (and fo 


a ee aa am 


y fe te eee ; 
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becaufe 


how may ]) go beyond thefe Hypoerites that 


go fo far ? 

In three things principally. 

Firft, no unregenerate man, 
go never fo farre, let him do naver fo 
much, but he lives in fome one finne or 
other , fecret or open, little or great. 7% 
das went farre, but he was covetovs. He- 
| vod went farre, but he loved his Heredias. 


haan dog hath his kennel, 


renee 


though he 
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Anfw. 
Wherein a 
child of 
God goeth 
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hypocrite. 
1, Noun- 
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| hath his {will, and every wicked man his} 
luft; for no unregenerate man hath frui- | 
tion of God to content him, and there is. 
no mans heare buc ic muft have fome 
good to content it, which good is to be 
found onely inthe fountain of all good , 
and that is God; or in the Ciftern, and 
thatis inthe Creatures: hence a man ha- 
ving loft full content in God, he feeks 
for, and feeds upon contentment in the 
creature which he makes a God to him, | 
and here lies his luft or finne, which he 
| muft needs' live in. Hence, aske thofe 
men that goe very far, and take their pen- 
ny for good filver , and commend them- 
felves for their good defires: I fay, ask 
them, if they have no fin; Yes, fay they , 
who can live without finne? and fo they |. 
give way tofin, and therefore live infin; 
Nay, commonly, all the duties, prayers, 
i care, and zeal of the beft Hypocrites are to 
hide a luft; asthe whore inthe Proverbs ; 
that wipes her mouth, and goes to the 
Temple , and pays her vows: or to feed 
alu, as 7ebs his zeal againft Baal, was to 
geta Kingdom. There remains a root of 
bicternefs in the beft Hypocrites , which 
tain os howfoever it belopt off fometimes by fick- 
| Pout for | Hef or horror of confcience, and a man 
| theirown | hath purpofes never to commit again, 
I ends. yet there ie fecretly lurks; and though it 
L, feemeth to be bound and conquered by 
{the word, or by Prayer, or by outward 
Croffes, 
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Croffes, or while the hand of Godisupon) ,. 
| aman, yet the inward ftrength and power | yed, and 
of it remains a ; and tear when | thas wi 
temptations, like ftrong Philiftimes, are Up: ifficulty. 
on this man again, he breaks all vows , wvy—™ 
promifes, bonds of God, and will fave che} 
life of his fin. | 
_ Secondly, No unregenerate man or WOs 
‘| man ever came to be poor in fpirit, and fo} ia tee 
| co be carried out of all duties unto Chrift ; | is nd 
| Gf it were poffible for them to forfake and } Spirit. 
| break loofe for ever from all finne, yet| 
‘| here they ftick as the Scribes and Phart- | 
| fees, and fo like zealous Paul before his | 
| converfion, they fafted and prayed, andj 

kept the Sabbath , but they refted in their! 

legal righteoufnefs , and in the performance | 
of thefe and the like duties. Take the] 
beft Hypocrite that hath the moft ftrong} 
perfwafions of Gods Loveto him, and ask | 
him. why hehopes to be faved. He willl 
antwer, Zpray, read, héar , love good men.) 
Lery out of the finnes of the time, And tell | 
| him again , that an Hypocrite may climb 
thefe fiairs and go as far; He will reply,} 
true indeed, but they do not what they do| 
with a found heart, but to be feen of men. | 
| Mark now, how thefe men feel a good} 
heart in themfelves, and in all things they 
doe, and therefore fell not a want of all| 
good, which is poverty of {pirit, and there. 
fore here they fall fhort, Z/aizh 66. 2. there 
were divers Hypocrites forward for the 
wor- 
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| Feware. | WOrthip of God inthe Temple, but God 
| faved, and | loathes thefe, becaufe not peor in fpirit , | 
| that wich | cothem onelyicis faid the Lord will look. | 
difficulty. | I have feenmany profeffors very forward. 
nF for all good duties, but as ignorant of 
Fonthe | Chrift when they are fifted, as blocks. And| 
fpoorin |ifa man (asfewdo) know not Chrift, he 
j fpirit. | muft reft in his duties, becaufe he knowes 
not Chrift, to whom he muft go and be 
carried if ever he be faved. Ehave heard | 
of a man that being condemned to dye, | 
| thoeght to efcape the Gallowes, and to 
fave himfelf from hanging by a certain 
gift he faid he had of whiftling: fo men| 
feek to fave themfelves by their gifts of 
knowledge, gifts of memory, gifts of prayer , 
|and when they fee they mutt die for their 
| finne’, this isthe ruin of many a foul, that}: 
though he forfake e£gypr and his finnes 4 
and flefh-pots there , and will never be fo as 
he ‘hath been, yet be never cometh into 
Czn ‘an, but lofeth himfelf and his foul in 
_ {a wildernefs of mary daries , and there pe- 
—— jrifhecth, 
3. Unrege | Thirdly, if any unregenerate man come 
nerate unto Chiff, he never gets into (brift, that 
eins is, never takes his eternal ref? and lodging-in 
retin | fe/us Chrift only , Heb, 4.4. Fudas followed 
Chrift Crrift for the Bagg, he would have the Bag 
onely, and Chrift too. ~ The young man came un- 
to Chrift to be his Difciple ,~but he would 
have Chriff and the world too; they will 
nor content themfelves with Chrift alone, 
nor | 
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| por with the world-alone, but make their ; Few are 

| markets out ‘of both, like whorifh wives , | faved; and 
\ chat will pleafe cheir husbands and others 
}too. Menin diftrefs of confctence, if they 
‘have comfort from Chrift , they are con- 
{tented ; ifthey have falvation from Hell by 
| Chrift,they are concented; but Chrift himfelf 
} contents them not.Thus far an hypocrite goes 
} not. So much for the firft Do@rine obferved 
| out of the Text. I come now to the fecond, 


Dot. 2. That thofe that are faved, are fa- | Dod. 2. 


ved with much asficulty : or it 18 a wonderful 
hard thing to be faved. — 

The gate is ftrait, and therefore aman 
muft fweat and ftrive to enter; both the 
entrance is difficult, and the progrefs of 
falvation too. fe/ws Chrift is not got 
with a wet finger. Ic is not withing and 
defiring to be faved , will bring men to hea- 
ven; Hells mouth is fullof good wifbes. It 
is not (hedding a tear ata Sermon, or blub- 


| bering now and theninacorner, and fay 
ling over thy prayers, and crying God 
| | mercy for thy fins, will fave rhee. Ir is 
—\not Lord have mercy xpon ns, wili do thee 


good. It is not coming conftantly to 
Church ; thefe are eafie matters. But icis 
a tovgh work, a wonderful hard master 


firetch every limb, and all co get forward. 


Hence a Chriftians life is compared to! 


to be faved, 1 Per. 4.18, Heace the way! 
|} to Heaven is compared toa Race, wherea | 
|man muft put forth all bis itrength, and 
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Ee 0e Ce EET AWD aa osrertrs ap: | arcane 
Few are | wreftling > Eph.6.12. All the pollicy and| 
faved, and} power of Hell buckle together againft a| 
Tce, | Chriftian, therefore he muft look to him- 
CAA) | felf, or elfe he fails. Hence it iscompared | 
| to fighting, 2 Tim. 4. 7. a man mutt fight 
Salvation | againft che Devil, the World, Him/elf ; who 
compared | fhoot poyfoned bullets in the foul, where| 
tofghting. a man muft kill or be killed: God hath 
not lined the way to Chrift with velvet , 
nor ‘ftrewed it with rufhes. He will never 
feed a flothful humour in man, whowill be 
faved if Chriit and Heaven would drop into 
their mouths, and if any would bear their 
charges thither : If Chri? might be bought 
for a few cold wifhes and lazy defires, he 
would be of fmall reckoning amongit men, 
who would fay, lightly come, lightly go. Tn- 
deed Chrifts yoke » cafe init felf , and when 
a man ts got inte Chrift, nothing is fo fweet; 
but for a carnal dull heart, itis hard to draw 
init; for, | 
Four ftrait} There are four ftrait gates which every 
Gatesto | one muft pafs through before he can enter 
be paft | into Heaven. . 
Sean 1. [here is the ftrait gate of Humiliation: 
is ets God faveth none, but firft he humbleth them 
intoHea- | now itis hard to pafs through the gates and | — 
yen, flames of hell ; for a heart as’ ftiffe asa ftake 
1. The’ {tobow; ashard asa ftone, to bleed for the 
Rraitgate | jeag prick, notto mourn for one fin, but 
of humili- ‘ } 
boa all fins sand not for a fit , bur alla mans 
lifetime: Oh itis hard ‘fora manto fuffer 
: | himfelf to be loaden with fin, and ne “ 
eat! 
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death for fin, foas never to love finmore, | Few are 
| bucto fpicin che face of that which he once pee te 
| loved as dearly as his life. It is eafie to drop dificult 
atearortwo, and beSermonfick; butto| OPS 
havea heart rent for fin. and from fin, this is 
| ecue humiliation,and this is hard, +: Ofthe 
| 2 The ftrait gate of Faith, Eph. % 19| frait gate 
1It’s an eafie matter to prefume, but hard | offaith. 
\to beleeve in Chrift. Iciseafie for a man : 
| that was never humbled, to beleeve and fay, 
"Tis but believing : buticis an hard macter 
| for aman humbled, when he fees all his fins 
{in order before him , the Devil and 'Con/ci- 
\exce roacing upon him, and crying out a- 
gaint him, and God ;frowning upon him, 
now to call God Father, isan hard work. 
| Fudas had rather. be hang’d then beleeve: 
\Ic ishard to fee a Chrift as arock to ftand 
j upon, when we are over-whelmed with for. 
row of heart for fin.Itis hard to prize Chrift 
above ten thoufand worlds of pearl:. *tis 
| hard to defire Chrift,and noching but Chritt; 
| hard to follow Chrift all. the day long, and 
never to be quiet till he is got in thine armes, 
\and chen with Simeon to fay, Lord now letteft 
thon thy fervant depart 1m peace. 
| 3. The ftraie gate of Repentance. Icis! 2. Of the 
|an eafie matter for aman to confefs hime | {trait gate 
| felf co be afinner , andto cryto God for: of reper 
| givenefs until next time: but to have a|*" 
| bitter forrow,and fo to turn from all fin,and 
{co return toGod, andall the ways of God, | 
which is true repentance indeed ;. this is | 
hard. ark GaSe 4. The! 
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4. The ftrait gate of oppofirios of Devils , 
4. the world, and 4 mans own Se/f, who knock 
a man down when he begins to look towards 
Chrift and Heaven. 

Hence learn, That every eafie way to} 
Heaven ts a falfe way, although Minifters 
fhould Preach it out of their Pulpits, 
and Angels (hould publith it out of Hea- 
ven. 

Now there nine eafie ways to Heaven, (as 
men think) all which lead to Hell. 

1. The common Broad way, wherein a 
whole Parifh may all go a breadth 1n it; 
cell chefe people they fhall be damned ; their 
anfwer is, then woto many more befides me. 

2. Theway of (svi! Education, whereby 
| many wilde natures are by little and litele 
| camed , and like wolves are chained up eafily 
while they are young. | 

3. Balaams way of good wifes, whereby, 
many people will confefs their ignorance , 
forgetfulnefs , and’ thac they cannot make 
fuch fhews as others do, but they thank 
God, their hearts are as ‘good, and God 
for his ‘part accepts ( fay they) the will for 
the deed. And, Ay fen give me thy heart ; | 
the heart is all in all, and fo long they 
hope to do well enough. Poor de!uded 
creatures thos think to break chrough ar. 
mies Of finnes, Dewils, remptations, and to 
break opeo the very gates of Heaven with 
afew good wibes; they think to come to 
their journies end withoue legs, becaufe their 
—_p hearts are go: odtoGod, _ 4; The 
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4. The way of Formality, whereby men 
\ ref in the\per formance of mok or of allex- 
ternal duvies without inward life, ark 1. 14. 
Every man muft have fome Religion , 
| fome ‘fig-leaves to hide their nakednefs. 
| Now this’ Retigion muft -be either crue 
Religion , or the falfe one; if the true, 
he muft either take up che’ power of it, 
\but that he will not, becaufe ic is bur- 
denfom ; or the form of it, and this be- 
ing eafiemen embrace itastheir God, and 
will rather lofe their lives chan their Re 
ligion thas taken up. This form of Relt- 
gion is the eafieft Religion in the world ; 
partly, becaufe ic eafeth men of trouble 


finned , faich corfcience, and God is of- 
| fended , take a book and pray, keep chy 
confcience betrer , and bring thy Bible 
with thee. Now conicience is filent, be- 
ing charmed down with the form of Re- 
ligion, as the Devill is driven away (as 
they fay) with holy water; partly alfo 
| becaufe the form of Religion credits a man, 

| partly becaufe it is eafie in it felf; ic’s of 
a fight carriage, being but the fhadow 
and pidure of the fubftance of Religion ; 
as now, whatan eafie matter itis to come 


ly ) very attentively an hour and mare, and 
then to turn co-a proof, andto tura down 
aleaf; here’sthe form. “Buc now to-fpend 
Saturday night, and all the whole Sab. 
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bath day morning, intrimming theLamp , | 
and in getting oyl in the heart to. meet | 


the Bridegroom. che next..day, .and.fo 
meet him in the Word, and there to trem- 
ble at the voice of God, and fuck the breaft 
while it is-open; and when the word. is 
done, to go. afide.privately,.and there to 


‘chew upon the word, there to. lament 


Book pray- 
er not the 
power of 
godlinefs. 


rm} 


tion, 


Is 

| 

| of prefum~ 
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The way | 


with tears all the vain thonghtsin duties , 


deadnefs in bearing , this is hard , becaufe 


this is the power of godlinefs, and this 
men willnot taketp.: fo for private prayer, 
what an eafie matter is it for a man to 
fay over a few prayers out of fome devout 


book, or to repeat fome old prayeg got by | 


heart fince.achilde, or to have two or three 
fhort-winded wifhes for Gods mercy in the 
morning and. at night ? this form iseafie: 


But now to prepare the heart by ferious | 


meditation of God and mans felf before he 
-prays, then co come to God witha bieed- 
ing hunger-ftarv'd hearc, not only, with a 
defire, but with a Warrant, I mult have 
fuch or fuch amerey , andthere to wreftle 
with God, although it be an hour or two 
together for a blefling, this is too hard; 
men think none do thus, and cherefore they 
will not. : 

Fifthly, The way of prefumption, where- 
by men having feen their fins, catch hold ea- 
fily upo1 Gods mercy, and {natch comforts, 


before they are reached. our unto them. 


, There is no word of comfortin the book of 


et oe a 
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God intended for fuchas regard iniqguiry. in 
| their hearrs,though they do ne< ad it in their 
|iives. Their only comfortis, that the fen- 
tence of damnation is not yet executed upon 


them. ; ) 
| Sixthly, The way of floch, whereby men 
A fie ftill, and fay God muft do all; If the 
‘| Lord would fet apa Pulpit atthe Ale-houfe 
door, it may be they would hear oftner. 
‘l1€ God will always. thunder, they will ale 
| ways pray : if ftrike chem now and then with 
‘| ficknefs, God fhall be paid with good words 
and promifes enough. that they will be bet- 
ter if they live; bucas long as peace atts, 
they will ran to Hell as faftas they can ; and 
if God will not catch them, they care not, 
they willnotreturmn, | 
Seventhly, The Way of carele/ne/s, when 


men feeling many difficulties, pais through | of carelef- 


fome of them, bur noc ail , and what they 
cannot get noir, they feed chemfelves with 
afalfe hope they fhall hereafter: they are 
content to becalled Precifians , and fools, 
and crazie brains, but they want broken- 
nefs of heart, and they will pray (it may 
be) for it, and pafs by that difficuley , 
but to keep the wound always open, this 
they willnot do; to be always fighing for 
help; and never to give themfelves reff till 
their fiearts are humbled; chat they wili 
not; Thee have a name to hve, yet are 
Oe ee a a ae red Regie ag a) 
Eighthly, The way of mederarios, or he- 
i | “er ere nett 
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neft diferetion, Revel. 3.16: which indeed 
is nothing but luke-warmnefs of the foul , | 
and that is, when a man contrives and | 
‘cuts out fuch away to Heaven, ashe may j} 
be hated of none, but pleafeall, and fodo 

‘any thing for a quiet life, and fo fleep ina 
whole skin. The Lord faith He thar will 
live godly; muft fuffer perfecnti:n: No, not | 
fo, Lord. Surely (chink they) if men were | 
difcreet and wife, it would prevent a great | 
deal of trouble and oppofition in good cour- | 
fes; thisman will commend rhofe chat are 
moft zealous, if they were but wife; if he | 
meet with a black-mouth’d fwearer, he will 
not reprove him, lefthe be difpleafed with 
him; if he meet with an honeft man, hee’l 
| yeild to all he faith, chat fo be may com- 
mend him 3 and when he meets them both} 
together, chey fhall be both alike welcome, 
| (what ever he thinks) co his houfe and ta- | 


| | ble, becaufe he would fain be at peace with 


all men. 
i Ninthly, and faftly, the way of Scif- lve, | 
wherebya man fearing terribly he thali be 
damned, ufeth diligently al! means whereby 
he hill be faved. Here is the ftrongett dif- | 
 ficulty of all, co row againft the ft eam, and 
| it hate a mans felf, and then to follow Chrift 
ully. 

I come now to che fixth general Head 
propofed in order to be confideced. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
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CHAP, VI. 


That.the grand saufe of mans eternal ruine,or 


by Civift, is from themfelves. | 
| V i Hy will you die? Exck, 33. 11. 
| The great caufe why fo many peo- 


they will; every manthat perifheth, is his 
‘own Butcher, or murtherer , (#ast. 23. 27+ 


fecute at the prefent. ahi . 
_ The queftion here will be, how men plot 
and perfedt cheirownruine. 

By thefe four principal means, which are 
‘the four great rocks that moft men are fplit 
‘upon; and great neceflity lieth upon every 
man to know them; for whena powder- 
alot is difcovered, the danger is almoft paft : 
T fay, there are thefe four cavfes of mans 
eternal overthrow, which I fhall handle 
largely , and make ufe of every particular 
reafon when it is opened and finifhed. 

Fir, by reafon of that bloody black ig- 
-norance of men, whereby thonfands remain 
wofully ignorant of their fpiritnal eftate , 
‘not. knowing how the cafe ftands between 
God and their fools; but thinking them. 
{elvesto be well enough already, they never 
leek to come out of cher mifery, till chey 
| perith in it. 


13 ; Se: 


pledie, and perifh everlaftingly , is becanfe | 
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‘+ Secondly, by reafon.of mens Carnal fecu- } 
dition is (rity, putting the evil day far from them, | 
ofhimfelf, | whereby they feel not their fearful thral- 
uvv™~' | dome, and fo never groan to come ont of 
ie ‘the flavifh bondage of SinandSatan, =| 
rity. Thirdly; by reafon of mans Carnal Cone | 
‘y.By car- | fidence, whereby they fhift to fave themfelves ' 
naleonfi- | by their own duties and performances, when |, 
dencbiisti"Vcheg felis ee a 
| Fourthly, by reafon of mans bold prefum- | 
ptios, whereby men fcramble to favethem- | 
felves by their own feeming faith, when; 
they fee an infufficiency in duties, and an] 
unworthinefs in themfelves for God to fave |) 
tegen wee eT NTS covigup il 
_I will begin with the firft Reafon,, and | 

jorance:" difcover the’ ficit erain, whereby men blow |) 
the firfhs-*) ay A qieth: ka egy 
gencral: »» 1 Up. themfelyes which is this : They know |) 
Reafon of | not their, mifery, nor chat fearful accurfed | 
shansru- | forlorn effate, wherein they lie, bue think} 
ine’ - * | and fay, they fhall do as well as others ; ; 
5 ane and therefore when any friend perfwadeth . 
them co come out of it, and fhews them |) 

the danger of remaining in fuch, a con- || 

| dition; . what is their anfwer ? J pray you || 

: fave your breath to cool your broth, “Every | 

. Fat fhall fland cn his own bottome ; Let me\ 
alone,i bepe Ihave a {cul to fave as wel as you, 
and thallbe as careful of it as 30% fhall or.can 
be: Yu fhall not anfreer for my foul, I hope J 
fall do as Well as the, precifef? of you all. | 
Hence likewife, if the Minifter come home|} 
tothem, they go home with hearts fullof 
out. 
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out-cries.againft.the.man , and their tongue. 
dipt in gall agaioft the Sermon, God be 
‘merciful unto.us, if all this be true here's, 
harfh Do@rine,., enough to make aman run) ) 
out of his wits , and to drive.meto defpair.} | 
Thus they know.not their. mifery, .and nog | | ’ 
knowing (they.are loft and,condemined crea- | | 
tures under the everlatting. wrath of. God)}) 30...) 
they never /eck,. pray, frive,, or follow che:| Many-men | 
‘means, whereby.’ they may. come out of Af, | are Lo fe~ 
‘and fo perith in it,/and never know at full } eure they 
chey awake with the flames of Hell about)! 6 chic of 
‘theirears... They will acknowledge indeed, | their fins, 
‘many.of them, that all men are/born in a\ till they 
, moft miferable eftate,, bur, they, never a pply | feel the 
| particularly that.general cruch.co themfelves, flames of 
a ted ges “hell about 
faying, Lam the man, 1.am moy.under Gods | theis ea 
wrath, and may. be fnatcht away ‘by. deach | sd 
every hour, andthen Iam undone and loft 
I esc CLEC. 5c ckokan dee 205f out |. wolle 
|” Now there.are two forts of :people thae, 
are.ignorant of this cheir mifery.: + 9.)-- 
| Firth, the, common fort, of. prophane 
blockith, ignorant people. iaiaat 
| Secondly, the finer fort of unfound hol 
low profeffors, that have a Peacocks pride,i¢ snd 
| chat think themfelves fair, andvin a very, good i: 
{eftate, though they have bug one-feather on 
| cheir creft to boatt of. | | 
I will begin with the firk fort , and fhew 
| : The firft 
tyou the reafons why they, are ignorant OF} fore 
their mifery, that is, for thefe four reafons. 
Firft, fometimes becaufe they want the 
I 4. faving 
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'Mansper. (/aving means of knowledge. There’s no |} 
are yfaithiul “Minifter, no campaloaaie Lot ,} 
ofhiméelf, {co tell chem of fire and brimftone from 
“Vv ™' | Heaven for their crying fins; there’s no’ 
tai: Nozk to forewarn them of 4 flood: there’s | 
Many men ey sees Fx St 
wantthe | 90° Meffenger ‘to bring them tidings of: 
faving thofe. Armies of Gods devouring plagues | 
‘means of and wrath that are approaching near unto |! 
knowledg. chem ; they Haveno Pilot s\ poor forfaken |! 


creatures, to fhew them their rock ;<they }) 
-}have either no Minifter’ at all to teach}, 
odthem, either becaufe the Parifhis too poor,} 
+or the Church-Living too great to main. |) 
{tain a faithful man ,“ (the ftrongeft Affes || 

vm. f carrying the greateft burdens commonly. } 
od; if Ob woful Phyfitians ! “fometimes they’ be: 
prophane, “and* cannot “heal themfelves ;- 
and fomerimes they be ignorant’, and know’ 
not what ‘to ‘preach , unlefs they fhould 
follow the fteps of Mr. Larimers Frier; 
or at the belt, they fhoot of a few potgons 
againft profs fins: or if‘ théy do (hew men 
their mifery , ‘they lick them whole again 
with fome comfortable ‘ill-applyed fenten- } 
ces, ( but I hope better things of you my 
| my brethren, ) the mans patron may hap.| _ 
-ly'ftorm elfe. © Or eife they fay commonly,| — 
thou haft finned, comfore thy felf, but} 
defpair not, Chrift hath feffered ; and thus} 
skin over the wound, and Jet it fefter with 
in for want of cutting ic deeper: J fay| 
therefore, becaufe they want a faithful) — 
watch-man to cry fire, ‘fire , in that wid 
i eftate 
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-eftate of fin and darknefs wherein they lie; 
therefore whole Towns, Parifhes, genera 
“tions of men are burnt up, and perifh mifera- 
bly; Zam.2.1400 7 | % 

| “Secondly, becaufe they have no leafure 
‘to confider of their mifery; when they 
| havethe means of revealing it unto them 
as Felix, Acts 24.25. Many aman hath ma- 
ny a bitter pill given him ata Sermon, but 
| he hath no leafure to chew uponit, One 
| man is taken up with fuits in Law , anda 
nother almoft eaten» up with: furetifhip 
land carking cares how:to: pay his debts , 
| and provide for his own ; another hath « 
| great charge and few friends, and he faith 
| the world is hard, and hence like a Mole 
| roots in the earth, week-days, and: Sab- 
bath dayes; >The world thus calling them 
| on one fide,. and lufts on another , and the 
Devil on the ocher fide, they have nolea 
fare to confider of Death, Devil, God, nor 
| themfelves, Hell, nor Heaven. The Minifter 
| cries and knocks withouc, but there. 1s 
fuch a noife and lumber of tusaultuous 
| lufts , and vain thougtits in their hearts 
| and heads, that all good thoughts are fad, 


| unwelcome guefts, and are knockt down 
prefently. ( 
Thirdly , becaufe if they have'Seafure , 
| they are afraid to know it. Hence people 
| ery out of Minifers, chat they damn all, 
wal will hear them no more, and they 


will noc be fuch fools as to beleeve all 


hati 
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that fuch fay; thereafonis, they areafraid| — 
| to know the worft of themfelves; they-are 
afraid to be cut, andtherefore cannot en- | 
dure the Chirurgion; they think co be crou- 
| blediin mind as others: are, is che very high | 
rode to: defpair; and: therefore. if they do} 
hearatale, how one after hearing ofa Ser-| 
mon, grew diftracted,or drown’d,or hang’d 
himfe{f, ic fhall be anstemandawarning:o| — 
them, asi long as they live, for troubling} — 
their hearts about: fuch matters: Men of 
guilty confctences:( hence) flie from the face 
of God, as prifoners from the Judge, as 
| Sebtors fromthe creditor, ButiftheLord| — 
| OF Hoft can catch:you, you muft and fhall| ~ 
feel with horror of heart that which you fear 

a little now. 9 it aby 

_ Fourthly, becaufe ifthey be free frem this | 
| Wicked» | fooltth fear, they cannot fee their mil. »,, by 
mencan- “| reafomthat they look upon their _ eftates 
: aes through falfe\glaffes, and by vertue of many | 
Fy fecautt falfe -principles in their minds ,-they. cheat 
I they look | themfelves. oat x bee. 
onitin | Which-falfe Principles are thefe principal- 

j falfe glafles. Jy s dowillburnamethem. | . 7 

| Firft) they conceive, God that made 


| Mans per 
: dition is 
- ot him(elf. 


| Reafon 4. 


a them, will not» be fo: cruel as:to damn 
‘them. * 

, . | .Secondiy, becaufe they feel no mifery 

te (but sre very well, )cherefore they fear none. 

3. ‘| . Thirdly, becaufe God bleffeth them in 


their outward eftates, in their corn, chil- 
dren, calling, friends, és. would God bit 
. them 


~ athe Sincere Convert. 
them fo, if he did not love them? - 


| great evil ;’ for all-are finners, fo this cannot 
| -gitfchief them. | 
| -Fifthly, becaufe they think Gods mercy 
| is above all his works, though: fin be vile, 
| yer conceiving God to be all mercy;all hony, 
| and no juftice, they think they are well... 


‘| for all finners, and they confefs themfelves 
|tobegrearoness 9 0 
|” Seventhly, becaufe chey hope well, and fo| 
| think to have'well. . vi 
Fighthly,becaufe they. do as moftdo, who 
| never erying out of their fins white they |i 
ved, and dying like lambs at laft, they doubt 
not for their. parts » >but doing: 4s fuch do, 
they fhall die happily, as others have.done. 
Ninthly, becaufetheir defiresand hearts 


are good. as they thinks: 9 a 
Tenthly, becaufe they do as wellas God 
will givethem grace. and fo God isin the 
| fault onely if they perifh: y 
|  Whefeare the reafons and grounds upon 
which profane people are deceived. 
“Now it followeth'ro fhew the grounds on 
which the finer fort mifcarry. 
Secondly, hollow Profeffors cheat and 
cozen their own fouls. Itis in.our Church, 
| asitisinan old Wood; where there are ma- 
| ny tall Trees, yet.cut them and fearch them 
| deeply, they prove pithlefs faplefs, hollow, 
| tices creacuress. Thefe memetwift their 
own 


| 


fo einem ene ends 
—_ ne a 


nee 


" Bourthly, becaufe they think fin to be no | 3; 
himfdf 4 


~ Sixthly , becaufe they think Chrift died| 


\ 
4. 


- 3", 
2 


The 2d. 
fort. Hol-' 
low pro- 

feflors de- 


ceive their {+ 


own fouls. 
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| Mans pers | their own ruine with a finer threed , and 
ditionis | can juggle better then the common fort, 
| ot bimfelf. | and caft: mifts before their own eyes, and 
How men |10 cheat their own fouls. It’s a Minifters | 
come to be | fitft work to turn men from darknefs into 
deceived | this light, e4fts 26. 18. and the Spirits 
j about their | firft work to convinte men of fin, ohn 
ee 16. 9. And therefore: it’s peoples main 
mes | work to know the worft at firft of them- 
felvess) 203 © rocky Bits 
Now the caufe of chefe mens miftaking is 
three-fold. . 
_ Firft, the fpiritual. madnefs and drunken- 
nefs of their Underftanding. | 
Secondly, the falfe battard peace begot 
and nourifhed in the Cox/cience. | 
|. Thirdly, the flie and fecrec diftempers of 
the Will. . 
_ Firft, there are thefe 7. drunken diftempers 
in the underftanding or mind of man, where- 
by he cometh to be moft miferably deceived. 
Firft, the underftandings Arregancy, You 
fhall never feea man mean and vileia his’ 
own eyes, deceived, P/ai 25,9. but a proud 
man or woman is often cheated. . Hence. 
preud Haman thought furely he was the 
man Whom the King would Honour, when in 
} truth it was intended for poor ~Vordicas: 
For, pride having once over-{pread the 
mind, itever hath this property, it makes 
a penny fland fora pound, a {park is blown 
upto flame, ic makes a great matter of a. 
little fecaning grace ; and therefore the PrN? 
Pha 


Jor, Under: 
ftanding. 
2, Conlci- 
‘ ence. 
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3. Will. 


Seven di- 
{tempers 
in the 
mind of 
man. 

1. Atro- 
gancy, 
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i. 
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though chey be bur glittering, feeming 
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Pharifee , when he came to reckon with 
hirofeif, he takes his poor Counter , that 
is, Tams not as other men, wor as this Publican, 
and fets it down for 1000 /. that is, he e- 
fteems of himfelf asa very rich man for ic : 
fo many 3 man becaufe he hath fome good 
thing in himfeli , as he is pitiful to the 
poor, heisatrue manthougha poor man, 
he was never given to Wine or Women: 
he magnifiech himfelf for this title, and fo 
deceives and over recions him(elf. There 
are your Briffoweftones like Diamonds, and 
masy cheaters cozen Country folks wih 
them, that defire to be fine, and know not 
what Diamonds are ; So many men are de- 
firous to be honeft, and co be reputed 
fo, not knowing what true grace means, 
Therefore Briffow ftones are pearlsin their 
eyes. Allittle feeming grace (bines fo bright 
in their eyes, that chey are half bewitched 
by it, to think highly of themfelves, al- 


Jewels in a Swines fnour. A cabof Doves 
dung wasfold in Samarias time of famine 
at a great rate; a man fiving in foch a 
place where. all about himare either igno- 
yant, Or profane, or civil, a liutie moral 
honelty ( dung in refoect of true grace ) 
goes a great way, and is efteer ut highly 
of, and he is as honefta man as ever lived. 
Toa man that looks through a red glaG., 


all chings appear red; a man_ looking 


upon bimfeit chrough fome fair f{pectacles, 
through 
i 
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Mans per- 
dition is of 
himfelf. 
(yw 
Arrrogant 
men are 
like the 
proud 
Pharifee, 
Tam not 
other mex. 


himfelf, 
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faid , Luke 20. ult. The Pharifees devoured 
widows honfes. Might not this racking of 


rents make them queftion their eftates ? No. | ~ 
Why ? They for pretence made long prayers: | 


fo, many men are drunk now and then, but 
they are forrys they cannot but fin, but 


they live’ honeftly ; they do ill fometimes, 
bur they mean well. Thus when fome good 
things are feen in themfelves , pride puffes 
them up with an overweening conceit of it, 
and fothey cozen theirfouls. | 
Secondly, the underftandings Ob/tinacy : 
whereby the mind having been long roor- 
edin this opinion , that Jam in a good «fate, 
iwill not fuffer this conceit to be plucke 
outo!it. Now your old rooted, yet rot- 


SO a a I I 


ten. profeffors , having grown long in a 


sod conceit of themfelves, will not beleeve 
that chey have been fools ail their Jife time, 
and therefore now muft pull down and lay 
che foundation again : andhence you fhall 
have many fay of a faithful Minifter , that 
doth convince and condemn them and their 


eftate to be mof woful; What fhall fuchan| — 


upftart teach me? Doth he think to make 


me dance after his pipe, and co think that all | 


my sood prayers, my | aith, my charity, have 


way his old tramtioaal opinions and con- 
ceits, 


(od 2 No filver can bribe a man to caft a- 


re re a a crn RR gt acne r 
7 
4 


their defires are good : they ralk idly, bue A 


heen fo long abominable and vile before | — 


a ih 
bie 


Mons psr-| through fome one gootl thing. which he | 
dition is of j hath in himfelf, appears fair tohim. Ttis | 
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Mans po | 
dition is of 
himfelf. 

YN 


eas 


ceits , whereby he. cheats himfelf , till. 
Chrifts blood do it,1 Per. 1. 18. And hence 
the woman of Samariaobjected this againtt 
Tefus Chrift , that their old Fathers wor- 

| Pipped in that Mountain’, and therefore it 
{was as gooda place as feru/alem, the place 
| of Gods true worfhip, fobz 4.20. Men grow 
| crooked and aged with good opinions of 
| themfelves, and can feidom or never be 
| fet ftraight again. Hence fuch kind of 
people, though they would fain be taken 


F 
| 
| 
or honeit religious Chriftians, yet will 


When men 
erow aged 
with good 
opinion of | 
themfelves; | 
they are 
hard to be 
reduced, 


never fufpe@ their eftates to be bad chem- 
| felves neither can they endure that any other 
fhould fearch or fulped& them to be-yet roc: 
jeen at the heart: andare nor thofe wares 
| and commodities much to be fufpected. nay 
{ concluded co be ftark naught, which the 
| feller wil needs put upon the Chapman with- 
{ out feeing or looking on them firft ? Ik’sa 
| ftrong argument we produce againft che 
| Papifts Religion to be fufpected to be bad, 
| becaufe they obtrude their opinions on their 
| followers to be beleeved without any hefita- 
| don or difpute about them, either befere or | 
after they have embraced them : certainly | | 
| te old faith, thy old prayers, thy old bonefly 
or form of piety are counterfeic wares , | Ce tiectes | 
1 gia cannot endure fearching ;  becaufe' ie a | 
| thou wilt nor be driven from this conceit , | ccit them- | 
I am sn a good eftate, Ihave been fo long of ae felvesina | 
200d mind,awd therefore Will nor begin to wanubp Rood e- 
wows It’s tobe feared, that fuch kind of Hate 


Peopie,. 
See ae , Cea 
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dition is of | nocorioufly ignorant, ‘or have fome time or | 


NS other faln into fome horrible fecret, grie- 


vous fins, as whoredom , oppreffin, or the| 
like, the guilt of which lying yet fecretly on | 
them, makes them flie from the light of Gods | 
| truth, which fhould find them our, quarrel- | 
| ling both againft ic and the Minifters chat | 
| preach it, Rom. 2.8. And therefore as it) 
is with theeves when they have any ftoln | 
goods brought within doors , they will not 
be fearched or fufpected, but fay, they are} 
as honeft men as cthemfelves that come to} 
fearch ; for they fear if they be found our, |. 
that they fhall be troubled before the Judge, 


Mans per- | people, as I have much obferved, are either 
| 


. 


. 


and inay hardly efcape wich their lives: fo| 
‘many old profeffors , when the Minifter | 
| | comes to fearch them, they clap to the doors | 
upon the wan andtrurhtoo, and fay, They | 
| 


| hope to be faved as Well as the beft of thens all ;\ 
the reafon is, chey are guilty , they are foth 
to be troubled and cait down by feeing the 
worft of themfelves, and chink it’s hard tor; 
them co goro Heaven and be faved, if they 
have been ina wrong way all their life time. 
An honeft heart will cry after the beft means, 
Lord fearch me, Joh. 3.20. and open alltbe} 
doors ro the entertainment of che ftraiteft, | 
ftriteft truths. | | | 
Thirdly, the underftandings Ob/curity, or 
ignorance of the infinite exactnefs, glorious | 
purity, and abfolute perfection of the Law] 
of God: whence it cometh to pafs chac this} 
Se burn- | 
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burning lamp, or bright Sun of Gods Law, 
being fet and ebfcured in their minds, rotten 
| glow-worms of their own righteoufnefs, do- 
ling fome things according to the Law of 
| God, fhines and glifters glorioufly in their 
jeyes, in the dark night time of difmal 
| darknefs, by doing of which they chink to 
| pleafe God, and their effates are very good. I 
was alive, {faith Paul,Rom. 7: 9. without thé 
Jaw ; and he gives the reafon of ir, becaufe 
fin did but fleep in him ikea cut-throatin 
an houfe where all is quiet. Before the law 
came, he faw not that deadly fecret fcore of 
| corruption, and that litter of rebellion that 

was lurking in his hearce, and therefore 
_ thoughe highly of himfelf for his ows righ- 
| teonfneft. The Gofpel isa gla/s co Ghew men 
| the face of Godin Chrift, 2 Cor. 2. ali. The law 
is that g/a/s that fhewech a man his own face, 
and what he himfelf is. Now if this ¢lafs 
| betaken away, andnot fet before a defor- 
‘med heart, how can aman but think him- 
| felf fair? And this is the reafon why nal 
| men, formalifts, almoit every one, think 
| better of themfeives then indeed. they are, 
| becaufe they reckon without their hoft 
| thatis, they judge of the number ; nature, 
and greatnefs of their fins, by their own | 
| books, by their own reafon, they look not | Gods law | 
| Gods debt book , Gods exact Laws over , and | 2 Xt glals 
compare themfelves therewith ; if they did, = sie re 
| it would amaze the ftoureft heart, and pluck |<" 


Mans pers 
dition is of 
him(elf. 


er a ESS: 


i ae : own miles 
| down mens plumes,.and make them fay, Js ry ine, 
re K there 
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dition is.ot 


% 


andtoput up fuch wrongs, and to forgive fach 
hinwelf, 
LAV ™ | much more fo many £ 

oneal Fourthly, che underitandings Secursty or 


ty of man ‘ j 
fo cetlan. | [leepineft, whereby men never refle& upon 


ding a__| their ewa ations, nor compare them with | — 
hinderance | the rule; although they have knowledge | — 
chatmen | ofthe Law of God, yet icis with them, as 
jmeverice  licis with men thar have a fair glafs before | 


ehemfelves. 


them, but never beholding chemfelves in 
the glafs, they never fee their fpots. This 


iwanta ceflecing power and lightto judge 


‘chem chink on a Sermon, Here's for fuch 
'a one, and fuch a one is tonched here; 
when it may be the fame Sermon principally 
fpeaks ef chem; but they never fay, Thu 
\ concerneeh me, I Was foand ous through the 
‘ geodnefs of the Lord today, and {urely the man 
[pake unto none bus unto me,as if fome body had 
told him Yohat I bave done. And hence you 
thall find out many lame Chriftians, that 

| eraths char | Will yeild toall the truths delivered in a Ser- 
ferve co | mon, and commend it too, but go away and 
|convince | (hake off all craths chat ferve to convince 
chem.  } chem. And hence many men when they ex- 

| j amine chemfelves in general, whether they 


| apt vo fhake 


q of t: ot 


om 


] 


-orno, they think yes, that they do with all 


f 


= 


there any mercy fo.great as to pals by [uch finss | 


fins and debss, one of which alone may undo me, | 


isthe woe of moft smregenerate men; they | 


of themfelves by , Fer. 8.6. You thall have 


aay ee ee eee ete waa 


have grace or no, whether they love Chrift | 


‘their hearts; yet they neither have this | 
i grace or any other, whatever they chink, | 


The ky incere Convert. 331 


| becaufe they want 4 reflecting light to judg Maris pers 
of gentrals by their own particular courfes. | ditonis of 
For tell thefe men that he that loves one | himélf, 


another truly, will often think of him, {peak | “VW | 


of him, rejoyce in his company , will not 
wrong him willingly in che leaft cling: now 
ask them if chey dove Chrift thus , If they 
have any reflecting ight, they will fee where 
they have one thought of Chrift, they have 
athoufand on other things. ‘Riejoyce ! nay , 
they are weary of his company in word, in 
prayer. Andthat they do nor only wrong 
him, but make a light matter of it when it ts 
done; All are finners, andnoman can live 
without fin. Likea fleepy man (fire burn- 
ing in his bed-ftraw) he cries not out, when 
others happily lament his eftate, thar feea! _ 
| far off, bur cannot help him, J/ai.42.25. Wa 42.25, 
| Aman thatis to be hang’d che next day, may | quiecars 
dream over-night he fhajl bea King ; why ? poured. 
becaufe heisafleep, he reflects not on himfelf. | upon him 
| Thoo maift go to the Devil, and be damned, | the fury of | 
| and yet ever chink and'dream, thar al is well | his anger 
| with chee. Thou haft no reflecting light to| 0% 

judge of thy felf. Pray therefore that thé | s. Impiety 
| Cord would turn your eyes inward, and do | of the un+ 
| notlet the Devil and delufion fhur you out | detand~ 
| of your own houfe, from feeing what court ening the 
| is kept there every day. stace of 
| Fifthly, the underftandings Zmpiery,where- | God. 
| by it leffens and vilifies che glorious grace of | 
|God in another: whence it comes to pafs, 

that this deluded foul feeing none much bet-. 
| 2 ter 


ing is lef- || 


? 
eee 
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mA 
3 eee 4 ‘terthen ‘himfelf, conciudes} Ifany be faved 
‘liom ieog (2 fhall no: doubr be one’: Ufa. 26.10)2 P| 
| tieniell “bMenwill not’ behold the Majefty of Gedin| 
LAS [the lives'o€ his preple;? many a man being, 
| ‘btoo light , yet defirots: to-go and pals for, 
‘bearrant; weighs himfelf wich the deff people, 
aod chinksy: what havethey that I have not?) 
| ‘swhat’ do ‘they that I donot ? And ifhe fee) 
| they go’ beyond: him, then he turns his own | 
balance with“his finger, and makes them | 
: | too light, chat fore bimfelf may pafs for | 
/wweight. LO. 38 ec PIF 
. And ‘this -vilifying of them and their: 


| Wicked | Ma ay i 
nen vilife | Deere” judging them to be of ‘no other met- | 


Gods pes- ‘tal then other men, appearsin three par- ' 
| ples sticulars. O00 at Cope Ware 
| 1. By rain, Firft, they raife up falfe reports of Gods 


‘fing ie" | people, and nourifh akennel of evil fufpi- \ 
| Feporss uP | ¢ions of chem : if they know’ any fin com 
~ jeaGous | initted by them, they will conclude, They be 
[Bee as Vad fach wif they fee no offenfive fin in any 
0 of them, they are then reputed 4 pack of Hy- 
‘ pocrites : if theyre not fo uncharitable ( ha- 

| ving no grounds) they prophefie they will | 
| oocnt .» | hereafter beas bad as others, though they 

‘ | carry a fair flourifh now. | : 
| 2. Bycom-| Secondly’, if they judge well-of them, 

| Pasa "then they compare themfelves to them, ‘by } 

okt f° | taking a fcantling only by their outfide, | 

|e tdlves (and by what echey fee in them; and fo ,| 

“~~ "| tike children, feeing flarsa great way off, | 

chink chem no bigger nor brighter then| 

| winking Candles. They fland a far-off) 

fe ag ag: | bos. ei from | 


se ge ete 
| from feeing: the: infide of achild.of God, 
‘| chey fee not rhe glory of God filling thar Tem | ditionis:..:| 
ple, they fee not the-fweet influence they, re-, of hiniclt. 
| ceive from Heaven, -and.that fellowthip they; 
| have with ther, God-s -and hence they judge 
| burmeanly of them, becaufe,theourfide of | 
la Ghrittian is the worft part of him.,,,and his | 


Jeelthem, that they have ‘better; lives, , bet- 
|cer hearts, and betcer.knowledge;* yee they, 
{will not conclude. that. they shade hon gration; 
| becaufe it hath not..thar ftamp, that: honeft’ 
| mens. money, hath: Bur),this; prank, they) fect, as 
{ play, they-think fach and. fach, good meni ty. 

| havea -preater.meafure , anda higher, de-, | 
| gree of grace then themfelves; -yet ghey dare. || 


(elves miferably ;;-no¢ but that one-(/7a7 or), 
\fincere Chriftian, differs from. another in 
|} glory: I fpeak of thofe men enly, that ne- 5 
ver, were fixt.in-fo-high a Sphere. as true 
honefty dwels, yet falfly father this bad 
} conclufion.. that they.are upright for their 
| meafure, ,that they have not the jike meafure’). 
| of grace received.as others have... nist | 
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glory fhines chiefly within.» weve a) 
Thirdly, if they: fee Gods .peopla.do, ex: 


be bold.to.think andfay, Their hearts areas 


| apright, thouch they benot’ fo perfett -asoshers:\ 
| are:-and fo.vilifie the, grace that, fhines io. |, 


che belt men ; by-making this goldito differ | 


| from. their:own.copper., not effentially , | 
| but. gradually, and hence they decewe them... 


ad | 


} 


' 
i 
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Sixthly , the underftandings Jdola:ry 
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Mans per- 
dition is 

of himfelf. 
Men fancy 
common 


grace to be 
true grace, 


3, - 


————— 
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\toa falfeimage of grace; that is, the mind | 


being ignorant of the height and excellen- | 
cy of true grace, takesa falfe fcantling of | 
it,and fo imagines and fancies within it felf , 
fuch a meafure of common grace to be true 
grace, which the foul eafily having attained | 
unto,conceives it 1s in the eftate of grace,and | 
fo deceives it felf miferably;Roa.i0. 3. And] 


the mind. comes to fet up her Image thus. 


Firft @*themind is haunted and porfxed| 


| with troublefom fears of Hell, Confcience | 
}rells him he hath finned, and the Law tells} 
| him he thall die, and Death appears and tells | 
| him he muft fhortly meet with him: and i | 
The be taken away in his fins, then comes 


a black’ day of reckoning for all his privie 
pranks, adoy of blood, horror , judgment 
and fire where no creature can comfort him. 
Hence faith he, Lord, keep my foul from|_ 
thefe miferies.; he hopeth -it fhall net prove | 
fo evil with him, but fears it will. 3 
Secondly,- hereupon he’ defireth peace | 
and eafe,and fome aflurance of freedomfrom |} 
thefeevils. Foritis anhell above ground | 
ever to be on the rack of cormentinp fears. | 
Thirdly, that he may have eafe, he will] 
not fwagger his trouble away, nor drown} 
ic in the bottom of the cup, nor throwit| 
away with hisDice,nor play it away atCards,| 
but defires fome grace , (and commonly it’s} 
i the leaft meafure of it too : ) Hereupon he} 
defires to hear fuch Sermons , and read fuch 
i books as may beft fatisfie him adage | 
{ the 
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troubles. 
| Hereupon being ignorant of the height 
loferuegrace, he fanciesh to bimfelf fucha | 
meafore of common graceto betrue grace. 


\aAs, if he feels himfelf ignorant of chat] 


which troubles him: fo much. knowledge 

\ willl then get, faith he. If fome foul fins 

in his practife troablehim, thefe he will caft} 
\away, and fo reforms: If omuflion of good 

| duties moleft him, he will hear better, and 

| buy fome good Prayer-book , and pray oft- 

I ner, And ifhe be perfwaded fach a man is | 
1 a very honeft man, then he will frive to do} 
1 do ashe doth ;. and now he is quieted. | 
| When he hath, attained unto this pitch 

| ofhis own, now he. thinks himfelf a young 
| beginner, and a good one too; fo that if/ 
lhe dieth, he thinks he thall do well ; if he 
j liveth, he thinks and hopes he fhall grow 
| better; and when he is come to his own 
| pitch, he here fets downhis ftaffe as fully 

fatisfied. And now if he be preft co get in- | 
| tothe eftate of grace, ‘hisanfwer is, 2 bat 

| is not to be done now, be thanks God, that care 

| paffe The truth is (beloved) “tis. too 

lhigh for him; his own legs could never 

jcarry him thither , all his. grace coming by 

}his own working, not by God Almighties 
| K 4 
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Mans per power. Let a man have falfe weights, be ; 
ditions | 8 cheated grievoufly with light gold » why? | 
ofhimfelf. | becaufe his weightsare too light : ‘fo thefe. 
wy™' | men have too light weights to judge: of | 
che weight of true grace; cherefere' light, | 
clipr, crackt pieces cheat them. Hence you} 
hall have thofe men commend pithlefs, fap- 
fefs men, for very honeft men as. ever} 
break bread ; why ? they are juft anfwere 
able to their weights. Hence I have not 
much wondred at them, who maintain | 
chata man may fall away from true grace: | 
the reafon Sieth here: They. ‘fer up to} 
themfelves ‘fach a common work of grace | 
to be true grace; from which no wonder | 
that aman may fall. Hence Bellarmine faith; | 

That which is true grace, veritate elfenria 

_|onely, may beloft ;’ not chat grace which ts | 

true, weritate firme foliditaris: which latter | 

being rightly underftood’,’ may be: called | 

| fpecial grace, as the other common grace. 
: Hence alfo you fhail bave: many: Profeffors | 

hearing a handred Sermons never movedto | 
| srow better’. Hence likewife you fhall-fee | 


| Bellarm. 


a a 


our’ common: Preachers»comfort. “every. 
oné almoft, that they feetroubled in mind, 
| becaufe they think prefently , they have] 
| true grace , now they begin to. be forrow- 
| ful for their fins. "Tis ne according to their | 

own light weights) |<: 

For the Lords fake: take heed of this ded | 
pects True grace (I tell you) it’s a rare 
‘pearl, a glorious Sun clouded) from the 
OS RRR. Us Cyes yy 
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eyes of all but them: that. have it, Revel 2. ns 
17. a, ftrange, admirable., almighty: work | sae 2 
of God upon the foul; thick no « creas | himfelfi! tc 
ted power can produce; | as far’ different | “V™ 
, inthe leaft meafure of it, from. che higheft 
| degree of common Grace as a Devil is 
| from an- Angel; for; “ts Chrift : living, 
| breathing, reigning ,-fighting , conquering 
‘an the foul. .Down therefore, with oyour 
Idol-grack, your Idol-honefty, true graces ne-| 
| ver aims at. a pitch, it afpires: onely..to per- 
| fections Phil, 3.12,13. And therefore Chry- 

| foflom calls S. Past, infatiabilis Des eultor,a\ 
| greedy infatiable . prgcthipper of. the; Lord 
Almighty. 

Seventhly ,. the underftandings ean us 


True grace 
js clouded 
from the 
eyes of all 
but them 
that haye 
ite 


7, Error a 
caufeof | 
mans ruin, | 


another caufe of mansruine. And chatds feen 
principally in thefe five things ,..-thefe five 

ecrors.or falfe conceits. : 
| Firk, in, judging fome trouble of. mind, 
| fome light forrow for finto. betrue'repen- 
| tance;, and fo thinking. they do. repent , 
hope, they, fhali: bes faved. . For-finsis like 
y | fweet.. poyfon.,, while a man is drinking it 
down, by committing it, there, is much| 
“pleafure in.ic; bur, after the. committing 
| of it, thereisa fing.in it, Prov: 23231532; 
| then the time cometh, whem this) noylon 
works,’ making..the heart, fwell, with grief; 
| forry they are at the. heart,. they. fay;, for 
-|ieg.and.the eyes. drop, and, the man that 
| commitced fin with great delight, now cries 
| out) .with grief in) the bitternels, of his 
foul 


¥ 

Sin is like 
{weet poy-} 
fon 5 Plea- 
fantin the} 
drinking, 
but bitter 
in the wor- 
king. 
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foul, Oshat I, beaft that Iam , had never | 
| committed ie Lord , mercy , mercy | Prov. 5. | 
3. 4, 11,12. Nayit may be, they will faft, 
and humble, and affli@ their fouls voluntari- 
ly for fin , and now they think they have re- | 
pented, //at. 58. 3. and hereupon when they 
| hear, that all that fin fhall die, chey grant 
| this i$ true indeed ; except a man repent, 
and fo they think ehey have done already. This | 
fis trues 2¥t what time foever a finner repents, 
the Lord willblot out his iniquity: But this} 
repentance is not when a man is troubled} 
‘fomewhat io’ mind for fin, but when he! 
cometh to mourn for fin as*his greateft 
evil, and if he fhould fee all his goods and 
eftate on a light fire~before him ; “And that 
not for fome fins ‘but all fins, litele and 
preat; and that not ‘for a time; for a fir 
and away, (a land-flood of forraw ) but 
always like a fpring never dry, but ever run- 
ning alfa mans life-time. fe: SG 
2, |. Secondly, in judging the ftriving of ‘con- 
feience againf fin, to be the friving of the 
filelh againft the fpirit ; fand hence come 
: thefe fpeeches frota carnal black mouthes ; | 
| The fpirit is willing» but the flefo is Weak, 
And hence men think, ‘they being thus com- 
pounded of flefh and fpiric, are regenerate, 
and in no worfe eftate than the'children of 
God themfelves. As fometime I once fpake 
with aman, that did verily think that Ps/are 
was an’ loneft man, becaufe he was: fo un- 
willing to-crucifie Chrift ; which ciate 
nefs! 


Mans per- 
dition is 


of himfelf. 
SYN) 


—— 


i 
l 


l 


nefsdid arife only from the reftraint of con- 
| {cience againft the fad. So, many men judge 


| chemfelvess they fay they ftrive againft their 


| 


| 


| cerning which Pas? {peaks in the perfon of 


f 
t 


| having ‘fallen, and falling commonly into 
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Mans per- 
dition is of 
him(elf. . 


- 


honeftly,: yet fimply. upon {uch a ground of 


fins, but Lord b2 merciful unto them, they fay, 
rhe fled is frail. And hence Arminius givesa} Arminius, 
divers interpretation of the feventh Chapter 
to the Romans, from ordinary Divines ; con: 


an‘unregenerate man, becaufe he obferved| 
divers gracelefs perfons (as he faith himfelf) 


fins againit confcience, to bring that Chap 
cer in their: own defence and: comfort, be: 
caufe they did:chat which’ they allowed nor, 
ver. 15. and foit wasnot they, but fix that 
dwelled in them. Ste 8 FO AT 
And:fo, many among us know ‘they 
fhould be*better, ‘and ftrive'that ‘they may 
grow better, but through theipower of fin 
cannot ; ‘confcience tells them they muft 
not fin, their hearts and lufts fay they muft 
fin; and here forfooth is‘ fleth and fpiric : 
Ohno, hereis confcience and luft only by 
the ears together; which ftriving Herod , 
Balaam, Pilate, or the vileft reprobate in 
the world may have. Such a war argueth 
not any grace in the heart, but rather more 
ftrength of corruption, and more power of 
finin the heart : as *tis no wonder if a horfe 
ran away when heis foofe; but when bis bit 
and his bridle is in his mouth; now tobe 
wild, argueth he is alcogether untam’d and 
fub- 


The ftri- 
ving of 

con{cience |) 
and luft, 
every res 
probate 

may have. } 
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fubdued. Take heed therefore of: judging 
your eftate to be good , becaufe of fome | 
backwardnefs of your hearts co commit fome 
fins though little:fins ; for thy fins may be, 
-and itis. mof certain, are more.powerful: in | 
nine), | #fe@,, then.in others that have-noc che like 
‘| ftruglings;. becaufeithey have not fach checks | 
as thou.haft to reftraim thee. ..Know there: | 
fore thatthe ftriving of the. /pirse again che | 
fleb,is again fins becaufe itis jingiasal 
man hatesa Toad, though he be never poy- | 
foned by.it, But the ftriving of. thy confci* | 
ence againtt, fin, is only againft finji-becaufe | 
ibis a-troubling or av damning finsoThe ftris | 
ving of the {piric againft the flefh pois from 
a deadly:-harred of fin, Rom. 7. 15 But thy | 
ftriving of confcience againft fin is only from | 
afear ofthe danger, of fin. ForBulaam{ 
hada mind to curferthe Ifraelites:s for-his | 
monies fake;- but if:he might have hadan | 
houfe full of-filversand gold, (which;is a 
goodly. ching ina coverous eye) itis faid, He | 
durB-not-enrfé them, Ga00% 0S giotk bes 90 ' 
» Thirdly 5in judging: of thé sfincerity. of | 
, | the-heart.,. by fome:good affection: tm the | 
heart.!,..Hence many‘a deluded foul reafons | 


Mans per- | 
dition is © 
of himfelf:- 
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the. eafe-out «hus with himfelfs ‘Either. I 
: mutt be a prophane..man, or an-hypocrite; | 
_.. ot anupright mans, Not-prophane, :iehank | 
© suntv, | Od; for I am not given‘ to whoring,’ drink- | 
' [ing /oppreffion, fwearing ; Nor» Hypo- | 
crite, for I hate thefe fhews , [cannot en-,/ 
dure to appear better without then I am 
within | 
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‘Mans: pér- 
dition is,of 
himfelf.' 
He chat 
trufteth in | 
his own 
heart, isa 


fool, ere. | 


within ;’ Therefore ‘Zam mpright. Why 2 
-Oh, becaufe my heart is good ; my affectt- 
-onsand defires within , ‘are better then my 
‘fife without; and what ever others judge of 
me, I know mine own heart , and the heart 
is ailthat'God defires.’ And thus they fool 
 themfelves, Prov. 28. 26. This is one of the 
‘ greateft caufes and grounds of miftake a- 
-mongft men that think beft of themfelves : 
they are not able to put'a difference between 
‘the good defires and ftrong affections that 
“ arife ffom the love of Jefus Chrift. 
'Self-love will make a man feek his own 
good and fafety; ‘hence it will pulla man 
| out‘of his bed betimes' in the morning, and 
| call him up to pray‘; it will take him and 
| carry’ him into his Chamber towards eve- 
\ ning, and there privately make hith feek , 
| and ‘pray , and tug hard for pardon; for 
| Chrift; for mercy: Zord , evermore give us 
of this bread} Butthe love of Chrift makes 
| aman defire Chrift and his honour for bis- 
| felf, and ail other things for (érif.’ It is 
| true, the defires of Sons in Chrift by faith 
| are accepted ever; but thé defires of fervants, | 

| men that’ work only for their wages out of | 

| Chrift, are not. . | 

| Fourthly, in judging of Gods fove to’ 

| chem, by aiming fometimes atthe glory of 

| God. Is this poffible, that a man fhould 

| aim at Gods glory; and yet perifh? Yes, 3 

| and ordinarily too: “A man may be libe- | > Kings 
| rall co the poor , maintain the Miniftry , | +% 1% 
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‘Mans: per- | be forward and ftand tor good things, 
dition is of ; whence he may not doubre bur char God, 
| himflf, | loves him: but here’s the difference,though | 
a wicked man may make Gods glory in 
fome particular things his end, yet hene- 
vee makes it in his general conr/fe his ute. 
moft and faft end, A fable Apprentice} 
may do all his Mafters work, but he may | 
take the gain to himfelf, or divide it be-| 
twixt his Mafter and himfelf, and fo may| 
be but a knave, as obfervant as he feems to | 
be: So a fubtile heare ( yet. a. villainous| 
heart) may forfake all che world , as judas 
did, may bind himfelf Apprentice to all| 
the duties God requires outwardly at his| 
hands, and fodo.good works; but what’s| 
his laft end? It’s chat he might gain re. 
fpe& or place, or that Chrift may have 
fome part of the glory, and heanother. Si-| 
won JMagus would give any money fome- | 
times that he could pray fo well, know fo | 
much, and do as others do, and yet his laft 
jendis for himfelf: But how can you beleeve, 
sf’ you feck not chat glory that comes from God , 
faith Chrift ? There’s many feek che honour 
of Chrift, butdo you feek his honour only ? 
Isit your laftend, where you reft and feek 
no. more but that? If thou would know | 
whether thou makeft Chrifts glory thy laft| 
end, obferve this rule : 

If thou art more grieved for the eclipfe 
of thine own honour, and for thine own} 
loffes, chen for the lofs of Gods honour; 

it 


oe 
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it is. an evident fign thou loveft it not, de- | ™ 
| fireftic.notas chy chiefeft good, asthe laft | \’ 
i end, for thy {ammam bounm, and therefore 
| dot. not feek Gods honour in the prime 
! and chiefeft place. Sin troubled Paz/ more 
(chan all che plagues and miferies of the 
‘world, Indeed, ifthy name be dafhed with 
( difgrace, and thy will be croffed, thy heart 
| is grieved and dilquieted : buc the Lord may 
| | lofe his honour daily by chine own fins, and 
| thofe that be round about thee, but nota. 
“tear, not a figh, not a groan to behold fuch | 
ia fpectacle: As fare as the Lord lives, thou 
\ feekft not the Lords name or honour as thy 
|| gceateft good. | 
F Fifthly, in judging the power of fin,to 
be but snfirmity: For if any thing trouble 
{an unregenerate man, and makes him call 
| his eftate into queftion , itis fin, either in 
{the being or power of it. Now fininthe 
| being ought not, muft not make a man 
| queftion his eftate, becaufe the beft have that 
ie in them, that will humble chem, and 
| make them live by faith; therefore the pow- 
) er of fin only can juttly thus trouble a man. | 
| Now ifa man do judge of this to be only but| 
| infirmity which the beft are compafled 
| about withal, he cannot but lie down fecure- 
| ly,and think himfelf well. And if this error 
| be fetled in one that lives inno one known 
‘\fin, it is very difficult to remove: For let 
‘the Minifter caft the fparks of hell in their 
H faces, and denounce the cerrour of God a- 
q 
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‘Wins per- | Bainft them,they are never ftirred: Why? bee | 
‘dition is of ; caufe they chink, Here's for'you chat live in fin, 
himfelf. | but as for themfelves although they have fins, 
WV | yer they ftrive againft them, and fo’ cannot 
“| feave them ; for, we muft have fin as long as 
we live here, they fay. Now mark it,there’s 
no furer figo of a man under the bloody 
-reign and dominion of his lufts and fins,than 
this, that is, to give way to fin (though 
never fo little and common /nor to be great- 
ly troubled for fin ( for they maybe a little 
troubled) becaufe they cannot overcome fin, 
I deny sot but the def do fia daily ; yer this 
is the difpofition of Pax, and every child of 
God, he mourneth not the lefs, but che more 
for fin; though he cannor quite fubdue 
them..caft chem out and overcome them. As 
a prifoner mourns the more, that he is bound | 
with fuch fetters he cannot break ; fo doth} 
every one truly fenfible of his woful capti- | 
vity by fin. This ts che great difference be- 
tween 4 raging fia aman will part withal,and | 
a fin of infirmity aman cannot part withal ; | 
a fin ofinfirmity is fuch a fin as a man would, 
| but cannor pare with it,and hence he mourns | 
the more for it. 4 raging fin is fuch a fin, 
asa man haply by vertue of his lafhing con- | 
fcience,would fomtimes pare withal,but can- 
not, & hence mourns the lefs for it, and gives | 
way to it. Now for the Lords fake rake heed 
of this deceit;for I tel you,thofe fins you can } 
net pare withal,ifyou groan not day & night. 
under them/faying O Lord help me,for 1 am 
: weary | 
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wearyof my felf;8& my life) wil certainly undo” nee na 3 
| you. You fay,you.cannot but /peak idely,and | P ehlags of 
think vainly, and do ill, as all do fometimes 5 | himfelf, 
iT cell you, thofe fins ball be everlafting | “VW 
chainsto hold you faftinthe power of the} 
| Devil, until the judgment of the great day. 

{+ And thus much of the underftandings 
corruption, whereby men are commonly de- 

liuded ; now followeth the fecond. 

| Secondly, ia regard of the falfe baftard 

peace begorin the confcience. Why fhould | 
| the Camptremble when Scouts are afleep, | 
| or pivefalfe report, when the enemies 5 | 
| neer them ? Moft men chink they areina 
| fafe eftate, becaufe they were never in a 
| croubled eftate; or if they have been trou- | 
bled, becaufe they have got fome peace and | 
| comfort after it. Now this falfe peace is How falié 

/ 
: 
| 


! : 7 2 
| begotin the heart by chefe four means. . | peace is 


| 


1. By Satan. 7 bred in 
2, By falfe Teachers. the foul 
3. By a falfe Spirit. 
4. By a falfe application of trne Promifcs. | 
J. By Satan, whofe Kingdome fhall fall ts 
if icfhonld bedivided, and be always. ina | By Satan, 
combuftion; hence he laboureth for peace, 
Lak, 11.24. When the ftrong man keeperh 
the Palace., his goods are in peace 3 that is 
when Satan armed with abundance of fhifts 
and carnal reafonings, poffeffcth mens fouls, | ' 
they are at peace. Now look as Matters | 
give their fervants peace, even fo the Devil. | 
' 
4 


1.. By removing all things that may trou- 


blethem: And, L 2. By ; 
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z, By giving unto them all things that | 
‘ prehdaee oe quiet and comfort chem; as meat., |) 
| | him@le. (drink, reft, lodging, oc. fo doth Satan deal. | 5 
(AVS | with his flaves and fervants. hi 
Firft by removing thofe fins which rroubled q 
the confcience : foraman may live inafin |” 

fang yet never be troubled for that fin; for | 

' fin againft the light of confcience, only trou- 3 

i bles the confcience: As children that are | 

tumbling and playing in the duft, they are | 

not troubled with all the duft, nay ‘they take | 

pleafure to wallow init; but only with chat | 

(whether it be fmall or great) that lights in | 
their eyes. And hence that young man 
came boafting to Chrift, chat he had kept all 
the Commandments from his youth; but 
went away forrowful, becaufe that dutt, chat 
(iz he lived in with delight before, fellinto 
his eyes,& therfore was troubled.Now mark | 
| the plot of the Devil, when he can makea | 
| man live, and wallow, and delight in his fins, | | 
and fo ferve him ; and yet will not fuffer him | 
| to live in any fin againtt confcience, whereby | 
ws fhould be troubled, and fo feek to come |/ 
out of this woful eftate, he is (ure this man ws \ 
'owa; and nowa poor deluded man himfelf | 
| goes'.up and down, not doubting but he hall | 
‘be faved; why? becaufe cheir confcience | 
| (they thank God) is clear, and they know | 
| of no one fin they live in, they know nothing | 
| by themfelves that may make them fo much if 
ias fufpect their eftateis bad. AZat. 9.13. | 

| Icame not to call the righteous bus finners to 


: 
De ee eS 


= 


4 
¢ 
“2 
th] 
BY 
me 
iW 


| of fach as are bound with his invifible fetrers 


| Mafter pleafeth chem chat giveth chem moft 
{ liberty. Tobe pent up all the day long in 
| doing Gods work, watching, praying fighting 
| againft every fin, thisis a burthen, this ts 
} too ftri&, and becaufe that ‘they cannot en- 
| dure it, they think the Lord looks not for it 
| at their hands. Now Satan gives men liberty 
\ in their finful courfes; and this liberty be- 


repentance, thatis, fach an oneasin his own 


' 
| recreate it felf in any finful courfe, wherein berty in 
‘the eye of confcience miy not be pricked fin, 
'and wounded. Servants whentheyarepuc; 
| always to work and never can go abroad, | 
j are weary bothof work and Matter: chat : | th 


well of themfelves, 2 Per. 2.19. There’s 
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opinion is fih-whole ; every fin being a child NE 


of Gods ficknefs he is never without fome | pimiclé, - | 


kind of forrow: but fome fins only being | “>We 
a natural mans ficknefs, they being removed, \ 
he recovers out of his former forrow, and i 
srows well again, and thinks himfelf found : 4 
the Lord Jefts never came to fave fuch; ad) 
therefore Satan keeps pofleflion of them.For i 
the Lords fake look to this fubtilty; many 
think themfelves ina good eftate, becaufe 
they know not the particular fin they live in; 
whereas Satan may have ftronger poffefiion 
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and chains, when thofe that have their pin< 
ching bolts on them, may fooner efcape. 
Secondly , by giving the foul Liberty to o, fiy Liz 
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gets peace, and this peace makes them think 
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.\ lindeed will not open their. mouths againft the | _ 


Manis ete fy “1 3 
iti atiot fincere-hearted people of God, yet they 


himtin. | pwalk Joofly, and take too much liberty in 

Uy ~~) (their fpeechés, liberty in their thoughts, hi. | | 
| berty ia their defires and delights, liberty in “| 
their company, in their paftimes , and that | 
-Pfometimes under a pretence of Chriftian [i- 

berty; and never trouble themfelves with! 
Iethefe needlefs controverfies, To what end, | 
Por‘in what manner do Tufe chefe things ?| 
Whereas the righteous man feareth alway, | 
confidering chere isa fnare for him in every | 
Mawfol liberty: May noc! fin in my mirth, | 
in my fpeaking , in my fleeping? Ob! this} 
liberty that the Devil gives, and the world 
takes, befots moft men with a foolifh opini- 
on, that all is well with them. ; 


‘ 


: Thirdly, by giving the fou} good diet ,j 
Unlawful | year and drink enough , what difh he likes 
ia luft | beft. Let a Mafter give liberty , yet his | 
aah evor"| fervant is not pleafed, unlefs he have meat 


and drink and food: fothere’s no wicked 
man under Heaven, but as he takes too much 
liberty in the ufe of lawful things; fo he 
feedeth his heart with fome unlawful fecret ; 
fuft, though all che time he live in ic, it may 

‘lbe, itis unknown to him. Lak. 16. Dives} 
had his dith, his good things, and fo fang him- 
felfafleep, and bad his foul take his eafe and. 
refi: yea, obferve this, diet is poyfoned in} 
it felf, but ever commended to the foul as 
wholefome,good,and lawful. They Chriften 
fin witha new name, as Popes are at their 
election ; | 


ere 
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\ 
election ; if he bebad, they call him fome- I vias per= 


J times Pins ; if a coward, Leo, ‘Se. So cove | dition is 
| toufaefsis good husbandry ; Company-keep- of himlelf 
| ing » sood neighbour-hoed s lying to fave ON 
| their credit from cracking , butahandfome) +. 
| excufe: and hence-the foul soes peaceably |) oh rx0; 
1 on,and beleeveshe isin a goodeftate, "a, 1 
Fourthiy, by. giving the foul reft and 
fleep, that is, ceflation fometintes from the 
Jad of fin; hence they are hardly perfwa-) 
ded that they live ‘in fin, becaufe they dealt | 
' fometimes from the act of fin; asno man! 
| doth always {wear , nor ishe always drunk, | 
| nor. always angry. They think only their) 
| fallsin thefe or the like fins, are flips and | 
| falls which the beft men may have fometimes, 
| and yet bea dear child of God, Oh! Satan} - 
| will not always fet men at his work; for it 
men fhould always have their cups in their) 
|hands, and their queansin. their arms ; if 
|coverous man fhould always root in the 
learth, and never pray , never: have “good | 
thoughts, never keep any Sabbath 5 if mio 
thould always Speak idly , and. never g00d 
_vord drop from him, a, mans confcience| 
would never be quiet, but fhaking him up, 
for what he doth ; but by giving ‘him refpite, 
[for finning fora time , Satan getteth Rrong-)) 
ler poffeflion afterward ; a8 Afat. 12: 43.) 
| when the unclean {psrit 13 gone ont af A Wits | 
it. returns worfer Sampfon's trength always 
lremained, and fo doth fins itrength in a na 
‘tural man, but it never appears antil tem- 


} 


4o 


A ER A Be ene er 


’ F ’ 
: if 
marta? 'Sa. i : ‘ ; 
ee i 
sw eee er 
TET tine ra evens lent Anse i fess ta Stes 
: SE we ne ee a 


_ptation come. ANd 5 Fifchly,} 


150 


Mans per. 
dition is: , 


of himfelf. 
§. Fair 


promiles 
of heayen, 


YI, 
Faife tea- 
chers flat- 
ter men in 
their fins, 
applying 
comforts 
to them 
that fhould 
be wour 
ded. 


the Serpent, Joe Joould not dye, fo doth he in= 
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Fifchly, by giving the’ foul fair promifes 
of Heaven and eternal life,and faftning them | 
upon the heart. Moft men are. confident 
cheir eftate is good; and though God kills 
them, yet will they truft in him, and cannot | 
be beaten from this. Why? oh! Satan: 
bewitcheth them: for ashe told Evah by 


finuate his perfwafions co the foul, though it 
live in fio,he dhall not die,bur do wel enough | 
as the precifeft, Satan gives thus good words, 
but woful wages, the eternal flafhes of Hell, 
LI. By falfe Teachers,who partly by their, 
loofe examples , partly by their flattering 
dodtrines in publique, “and their large cha- 
rity in private, dawbing up every one, (efpe-) 
cially he that is a good friend unto them), 
for honeft and religious people ; and if they 
be but a little troubled, applying comfort: 
prefently , and fo healing chem that fhould: 
be wounded, and not telling them roundly, 


| of their Herodies.as Jeha Baptift did Hered.) 


Hereupon they judge themfelves honeft, ‘be- 


| caufe che Minifter will give rhem the begger- 


ly paf-porr; and fo they go out’ of the world, 


| and die like lambs ,wofully cheated; A/at.24. 


11. Look abroad in the world, and fee what 
isthe reafon fo many feed their hearts with 


| confidence they fhal] be faved, yet their lives 


condemn them,and their hearts acquit them? 
The reafonis ; fuch and fach a Minifter will 
goto the Ale-houfe, and he never praysin 
his family, and he is none of thefe a 

Lak j : }) -ieoyd, ars + yok . Seas hot 
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TET TT 
hot people, and-yet as honelt a man as ever 


| life himfelf, he will wink at others and their | 
| faults, left in reproving others he fhould con- | 
| demn himfelf; 8¢ others (hould fay unto him, 
Phyfitian beal thy (elf. Theeves of the farae 
| company will not fteal from one another, 
| left they trouble thereby themfelves. And 
| hence they give others falfe Cards to fail by, 
falfe Rules co live by: their unconfcionable | 
Harge charity is like a gulf thac fwalloweth | 
| fhips, (foulsI mean) toffed with tempefts | 
| and not comforted, J/a. §4.7,8: And hence, | 
jall being fith that cometh to their net, all 
| men think fo of themfelves. 


III. A falfe fpirit. Thisisa third caufe There is a 
that begets a falfe peace, Ascthere isa true ralic fpicit 
| & P q that {peaks 


| Spirit that witneffeth to our [pirits that we are 


that they arethe Sons of God, 1 foba 4.3. 

Weare bid to try the (pirits: Nowif thefe | 
| fpirits were not like Gods true Spirit, what | 
need tryal ? As, what need one try whether 
| dirt be gold, which are fo unlike each other ? 
| And this fpirie I take to be fet down, AZat.24 
|.23. Now look as the true Spirit witneffeth, | 

fo the fale fpirit being like it,witneffeth alfo, | 
Firft, the Spirit of God humbles the foul : 
| fo before men have the witnefs of the fal/e 


| 
Li 4 jected | 


— a annnnnntima iene 


| lives, anda good Divine too. eAhab was | ven ai) 
miferably cheated by four hundred falfe Pro- of himfelf 
phets. Whileft the Minifter is of a loofe) “V™~ 


| 4 peace, 
the Sons of God , Rom. 8. 16. So there isa | when there 
| falfe {pirit, juft like the true one, witneffing | is war. 


Tit. 


1, Compas | 
frifonbe- | 
tween true | 
etn and fale 
fpirit, they are mightily cait down and de- | {pivits. 
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eafe, and purpofe co lead new lives, and caft | 
away the weapons, and fubmit, P/al.66. 3. 

Secondly, the {pirit of God in the Gofpel | 
reveals Jefus Chrift and his willingnefs to} 
fave ; fothe falfe /pirit difeovereth C hrifts | 
| excellency , and willingnels to receive him, | 
if he will bur come in... Ie farech with this | 
foul, as with Surveyors ‘of lands, that take |) 
an exact compafs of other mens srounds, of | { 
which they fhall never enjoy afoot. So did] 
| Balaam, Num. 24.5,6. this falfe fpirit fhew- |) 
eth them the glory of Heaven and Gods {7 
people. | 

Thirdly, hereupon the foul cometh to be 4 
affected and to tafte the goodnefs and fweet- |) 
nefs of ‘Jefus Chrift, as thofe did, Heb. 6. \~ 
and the foul breaks out into a paflionate ad- 7 
miration: Oh! that ever there fhould be}) 
any hope for fuch a vile wretch as I am, anid |) 
have been! And fo joys exceedingly, like ail) 
man half waywfapt up into Heaven. ; 

Fourthly , hereuponthe foul being com- |/ 
forced after it was wounded, now calleth }) 
| God my GodandChrit my weep Saviourjand |) 
now it doubts not but it {hall be faved: why? | > 
becaufe I have received muchcomfort, after |) 
| much forrew and doubting, Hof. 8, 2. 3. and] 
| yet remains a deluded miferable creature ftill. | 
But here mark the difference between the} 
witnels ofeach fpiric. The fal/e /pirit makes 
a man beleeve he is in the ftate of erace, and} 3 
fhall be faved, becaufe he hath tated off 

| — Chrift,! 
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Chrit, and fo hath beenicomforted,and.that 
| abundantly ; But. the erve fpirit perfwades 
| aman his eftate is good and {afe, becaufe, he 
| hath not-only.tatted,. but. doxehr this Chrift, | U-yNo 
_as the wife Merchantin, the.Gofpel,) that ree | The falle 
joyced he had found rhe Pearl, but yet ftays| | pe Pk 
iP 
| 
{ 


Mans per 
himfelf”’ 


not here, but fells-away.all, "and buyes the |: 

earl. Like two Chapmen that come to, buy 
Wine, the one tafts it, and goeth away ina 
i drunken fit, and fo concludes i it is his.:,,So.a 
‘man doth, that. hath the fale fpicit:::.but 
) the crue fpirited man doth not only afte, but 
buyesthe Wine, although he doth nor drink bigs 
| iralldowa when he cometh to tafte i ts. Yet| od ex 


| 
lj 
| he having been incited by tafting to bay i it, 
| 


| ina goed 
eftate 
when, he 


18 Not. 


am he calls ithisown: So.a child-of God 
tng a little of God,. and a litele of Chrift, 
his alittle of the promifes at his: ficl cone }- 
verfion, although he taits not all the:fmeet: 
nefs that is in God; yet he forfakes.all for 
God, for Chrift., and. fo, takes; them, law- 
| fully as his own. 
|. Again, the falfe {pirit having. given a aman 
| comf fort and peace, faffersa man to retin 
| thareftare;. but the true fpiric having made, ae oat 
| the foul tafte che love of the Lord ,.ftirreth | y 6c 
up the foul to do and work mightily for the 
Lord. Now the foul cryeth outs. What foalt 
| I do for Chrift, that hath done vronders for me? 
If every hair on my head were atongue to 
{peak of his goodnels,it were too little. V en. 
g. 10, Lhe joy of the Lord is onrfirengeh, Vi. 


ij 
| 
| 


The true © 
{pirit 3 


defires 
more of 


God! ! 


$1.32. Ophold me With thy free {pirit ; or as, 
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Mans per | the Chaldean Paraphrafe hath it, thy King /y | 
ditionis | /pirit ; the Spirit of Adoption in Gods child | 
othimfelf, |isno underling, fuffering men to ‘lie down, 
~V™ | and cry, My defires are good , but fleth is 
| frail; No, itis aKingly fpiric, that reigns] 
||, where it Ziverh. - 
IV. Falfe applying of true Promifes, is the | 
woo’ =i) faft'caufe of falfe peace. And when aman] 
-"hathGods fpirit within , and Gods hand and } 
| _..,| promife (as he thinks) for his eftate; now 
| The Jews he thinks all fafe. This did the 7ews; they | 
| thought faid, We have Abraham to our Father ; and | 
themlelves | fo repuced themfelves fafe,God having made 
| happy, be- | rhem promife, Zwillbe a God of thee and of | 
: Spe thy feed. But here is a difference between a | 
lhiwio | child of Gods application of them, and aj 
| heir fae | wicked mans; The fir applieth them fo to | 
| ther. |him, asthat he liverh upon them, and no- | 
. thing but them ; and to whom doth the dug| 
| belong; ‘but to the child that lives upon it? | 
The other lives upomhis Jufts, and creatures, | 
and yet catcheth hold on the promife, | 
| By thefe four means is begot a baftard falfe| 
‘| peace.” ** 
| Thus much of the fecond cavfe of mans 
deceiving himfelf; Falfe peace in the con-| 
fcience. 
ah Now followeth the third. LY 
| The third III. Thecorruptions and diftempers of | 
lcaufe of |the 7i/,'which isthe third caufe why men| 
mans be- | deceive themfelves; which are many, I will} 
| ing ie only name three. | 
alee Firft, when the willis refolved to go on). 
| i in | 


— 


The Sincere Convert. | 


| ftanding awork to defend it. Whence it fa- 


‘| to fearch for ftollen goods, who having re- 


| ver found out to be what he is: Soa man 


—— naan 
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ina finful courfe, and then fets the under- Sih 
Mans per- 
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a i 


reth with the foul as with a man thaccometh 


ceived a bribe before-hand, fearcheth every 
where but where itis, and fo che man is ne- 


having tafted the fweetnefs of a finful-courfe} 
(which pleafure bribes him) he’s contented] — 
to fearch.into every corner of his heart,:‘and 
to try himfelf'as many do,except.there where 
his darling luft lies; he /its upon that; and co- 
vers it willingly from his own eyes, as Rachel! 
did upon ftollen gods, and fo never finds out 
himfelf, 7os. 3. 202° Aman that :hach amind 
to fleep quietly, will caufe the curtains to be 
drawn, and will let fome light’ come in, but 
(huts our all that, or fo much as ‘may hinder 
him from:fleeping :fo'a man having:a mind 
to fleep in fome particular finfulcourfe at 
his eafe, will fearch himfelf, and Jet fome 

light Gome into hismindsin 99 
And ‘hence tiany prophane perfons that 
know-much, (their opinions are orthodox, 
their difcourfe favoury ) yet do they know 
little of themfelves; and of thofe fins and 
tufts that haont chem, ‘which they’ mult part 
with ; becaufé this light troublech them, 1 
hinders them from fleeping in thetr: fecure 
eftate, and therefore they draw the curtain 
here : Hence many men that live in thofe fins 
of the grofleft Ufury, finding the gain, and 
tafting the fweet of that fin, will read all 
Books | 
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'| Books, go to all thofe Minifters they fappofe 
that hold it lawful: and fo pick up and ga- | 
ther reafons to defend the lawfulnefs of the | 
fin, and fo. becaufe they would not have it | 
to be afin, find out reafons, whereby they | 
think it no fin; but the bottoms this, their} 
will hath-got the bribe, and now the under- | 
cat flanding playes the Lawyer ; > and hence men. 
aay: liveinthe moft crying fins, andare fure to: 
ready to perifhy becaufe they will not know they are. 
pleadfor | in amerror,: hi 
it. Secondly; when the wif fets the under- | 
wi “eq landing a work to extenuate! and. leffen} 
menwill 93 formany. when they fee their fins, yer | 
leflen and makeit fall by looking at the falfe end of | 
excule | their: Optick-glafs;. they: chink fuch final 
| their fins. | matcersnever make any breach between the | 
{2° | -Lord.and:.their fouls. Hence they fay, The 
| | bef man fins {even times a day ; and whe can 
[fa my beart is Clean? What isthe reafon 
|-that a.child of God hath little peace, many 
| times, after commiffion.of fmall fins ? Oh ! 
(tts becaufe they fee the horrible nature of 
| cheteait fin; fmall wrongs againitt fo dear, 
}fo gveat a friend ag the Lord is, it cuts their 
hearts :! yeca carnal heart is never troubled 
| for, great fins; becaufe they make a light 
lwhea | mateer of them. 
teak bie f hirdlys wilful ignorance of thie boneibli 
wilfully | wrath of God) Hence men rufh on in fin’ 
‘ignorant, pas ther horfe into! thesbattel. Hence men 
they never | never fear their eftates, becaufe they know 


| fear their “s j 
eftates. | nooGods wrath hanging over them. Cold-. 
| eft 
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eft fnakes, when they are frozen with cold, | Mans. per- 


never fting Hor hurt; one may carry a nett dinop nist 
of them in his bofome, but bring chem to the | (AVAL 
fire, then they hifsand fting : So fin, when 
it is brought near Gods wrath, (that devou- 
ring fire)it makes men cry out of themfelves, 
Thedlam undone ! Ob, Tam 4 loft crea- 
ture ! But being not thus heated, fin never 
makes a man cry out of himfelf. 
Thefe are the caufes why men are 1gno- 
rant oftheir woful, miferable eftate ; which 
Ignorance is the firft Rock, or the firft pow- 
der- plot, char fpoils thoufands. 
Yet there are three more dangerous, be- 
caufe more fecret. 
Now followerh the fecond reafon of mans | The (2 
ruine. ~By reafon of mans carnal feeurity,| cond Reae 
whereby men cannot be affected with, nor | fon why 
fo much as have hearts to defire to come | a gee 
out of their micry when they knowit: for ee te 
ifa mans mind urderftand his mifery, yet tf, (curity. 
the heart be hard or fleepy, and not affe@-| 
ed, loaden, wounded, humbled, and made 
to groan under it, he will never greatly care | 
to come out oi it, Ifa 29.9, 10. Now this 
isthe eftate of many a foul; he doth know 
hismifery, bur by reafon of the fleepy, fee 
cure, fenflefs ‘pirtt of flumber, he never 
aio! ote mourns-under it, and fo comes | Reafons 
a a ed ie ovr | of fecurity. 
Now the reafons of this fecurity are Reafv1. 
thefe : |Why men 
BecaufeGod poursnot outthe full atekg Sue rn 
forey 


me cepa tec tt tees 


ea 1- The Sincere Convert. 


< 


ins pe l fure of his wrath upon men, becaufe he kin- | 
dition is of ; dles not the pile of wrath that lies upon men, 
| himfelf, | it’s referved,and concealed, wot revealed from | 
| Noh sy, | Heaven;and fo long, let God frown,Minifters 
"| threaten, & fmaller judgments drop,yet they | 
wil never feek fhelter in JefusChrift,but fleep 
in their fins, until God raindown floods.of 
 Solong _| horror; blood, fire, until Gods arrows ftick 
as Gods) in mens hearts, they will never feek out of 
wrath lies | themfelves unto Jefus Chrift, Eccle/ 8. 11. 
upon men; | So long as Gods plagues were upon Pharaoh, 
me ere he giveth fair words, and <%o/es mutt be 
| or rds, bur | {nt co pray for him; but when Gods hand 
when it is | is takenaway, now Pharaohs heart is hard- 
removed, | ned: So long as Gods {word is in his Scab- 
they har- bard, memhave fuch ftout hearts chat they 
ik theit | will never yeild; God muft wound, and cut 
Phargob, ( dCeP, and ftab, and thruftco the very heart, 
| elfe men will never yeild, never awaken, till 
Gods fifts be about mens ears, and heis 
dragging them tothe ftake ; men will never 
awake and cry for a pardon and deliverance 
: of their woful eftate. 
Reaf. 2. Secondly, becaufe if they do in part feel, 
i a and fo fear Gods wrath, they put away the 
Pielece: evil day far from them, they hope they fhall 
_ {do betcer hereafter, and repent fome other 
time,and therefore they fay, Soul, eat, drink, 
follow thy fports, cups, queans, chou hafta 
treafure of time which fhall aot be fpent in 
many years, J/g. 22.12, 13. that look asic} 
is with the Wax, let it be of never fo pliable | 
a difpofition, and the fire never fo het, yet } 
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lif it be not brought near the fire, and be | Mans perm | 
| held inthe fire, it never melts, bur ftill re- | ditions of 
\mainshard: fo itis here : Let a man.or wo- | bimicl 
| man have never fo gentle or pliable a nature, 
and let Gods wrath be never fo hot and 
dreadfulin their judgments, yet if they make 
not the day of wrath prefent to chem, if they 
fee it not ready every moment to light upon 
their hearts, they are never melted, but they 
remain hard-hearted, fecure, fleepy wretch- 
es, and never groan to come out of their 
woful eftate ; and this is che reafon why mas 
-\ ny men, that have guilty confciences,though 
| they have many fecret wifhes and purpofes 
| co be better, yet never cry out of themfelves, 
| mor ever feek earneftly formercy, till they 
‘| jie upon their death beds; and then, Oh 


i 
| 
| 


a A 


| the promifes they plie God with! Try me 
| | Lord, and veftore me once more tomy health 
| and life again, ana thou fhalt fee how chanke 
| ful lwill be' Becaufe that now they appre- 
| ‘hend wrath and mifery neer unto them, 
| 


| Heb. 3. 13. 
Thirdly , becaufe they think they can| Reaf 3. 


bear Gods wrath, though they do conceive | Why men 
ruin thena- 


felyes, 


4 
{ 


| | it neer at hand, even at the very doors; men 
| think not that Hell isfo hot, nor the Devil 
| foblack, nor God fo terrible as indeed he is. 
_| And hence we fhiali obferve the Prophets 
prefent Gods wrath as a thing intolerable be. 
fore the eyes of the people, thac there- 
by they might quench afl thofe curfed 
_| conceits of being able to bear Gods wrath, 
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Mans pee | Nabam 1.9: And bence we fhall have ma- 
dition is of ; ny men defperately conclude, They will have 
| himfelf. — | cheir fwing in fin, and if they perifh, they 
| VY | hope they fhall be able to bear it, itis bur a | 
dawning they think, and hence they go on, 
fecurely. Oh poor wretches! the Devil 
fcares and fears all the world, and at Gods 
wrath the devils quake, and yet fecure men 
fear itnot, they chink hell isnot foterrible a 
place. | 
Real. 4. Fourthly , becaufe they know ‘no better| 
Why men | anveftate. Hence: though they feel their} 
ruin them- | woful and miferable condition, ‘yet they de- 
flves. | firenot cocome out of it. Although men 
find hard lodging inthe world, hard times. 
-hard friends , hard hearts, yet they makea 
(hift with what they findin this miferable 
Inne, until they come co Hell: for fucha 
man purfued by outward miferies; or inward 
troubles,there ftayes ; O miferable man that 
makes fhift till he come cto Hell! ‘They may 
hear of the happy eftate of Gods people, bui 
not knowing of it experimentally, they ttay 
where they are, /0b 4.14. 0- 
Take aPrinces child; and bring it upin 
a bafe houfe and place, it never afpires after 
a Kingdom or'Crown: fo mien hatcht in this 
world, knowing no better an eftate, never 
caft about chem to get a better inheritance 
then that they fcramble for here. Wives 
mourn for the long abfence of their beloved 
husbands, becaufe they know them and their 
worth. God may abfent himfelf from men, 
~ weeks | 


| 
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weeks months, years, but men fhed not one 
tear for it, becaufe they never tafted the 


|} men take more content in their cups and 


4 
| 


| 


ll 


cards, potsand pipes, dogs and hawks, then 
in the fellowfhip of God and Chrift, in 
Word, in Prayer, in Meditation, which or- 
dmances are burdens and prifon unto them. 
Whatisthe reafon of it? Is there no more 
[vocetne/s in the prefence of Gods fmiling in 


they know nor the worth , {weetnefs, fatif- 
fying goodnefs of a God. Some fea-fith 
(fay they) if once they come into frefh-wa- 
icer, will never return again, becaufe they 
now tafta difference between thofe brackifh 
and fweet waters: foisic here , if mendid 
| bur once cafte the happinefs ef Gods people, 


| chey would not for a thoufand worlds be one 


| half hour in their wild loofe fea again. 

| sly.Becaufe if hey do know a better eftate, 
| yet their prefent pleafures, their floth doth fo 
| bewitch them,& Gods denials when they feek 


| unto bim,do fo far difcoarage them,that they 


| 
t 
| 


| flsep ftill fecurely in that eftate, A flothful 


| heart, bewitch’d with prefent eafe,& pleafures 


| and delights,confidering many a tear,many a 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
H 


| prayer muft itmake, many a night mutt it | 
| break its fleep,many a weary ftep muftictake | 


' cowards Heaven and Chrift, if ever it come 
i there, grows difcouraged and deaded, and 

hard-hearted in a fleepy eftate, & had rather 
| have a bird in the bands two in the buf, I/- 
I eres”: | Mo 


raelites | 


| 


} 
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{ 

aie si _ | lizes withed shar tley Were at their onyons and| 
“dition: “of | Larlick againin Egypt. Was there no Ca 
“him(dlé. | naan? Yes, bit chey wifhed fo becaufe 

AAV NS | there were walls built up to Heaven, and Gie| 

| ants fons of =-inak inthe land | difficulties to 4 


overcome. ‘O fléthful hearts! Secondly 
becaule God fometimes put them to ftraits, 
arid denyed them what they fought for, they 
i wereof fucha wafpith teafty , fullen “‘pirit, 
that becaufe the Lord had them not-always 
on his knees, they would run away: fo, 
many aman meets with forrow enough in 
| his finful, dropfie, drunken efate; he hears 
of Heaven, anda better eftate, yet why goes 
he co his lufts and fleth-pots again ! Oh, be- 
caufe there arefo many difficulties, and 
blocks, and hinderances in his way; and | 
becaufe they pray and find noteafe , there. 
fore they eat, drink, laugh, SUN and fleep 
in their miferable ettate ill, AZat. 7.14. 
| therefore men walk in the brea way ,becaufe 
| che other way to life is [trait and narrow, it is 
‘aplague a burden, a prifon, to be fo fri ; 
men had rather fit almoft an hour inthe 
ftocks, then be an hour at prayer ; men had 
| gather be damned at laft,then fweat it out and 
| Reaf.6, jr through the race to receive a Crowns 
and heace men remain fecure. 
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| Why men ‘ : 

Seiten: Sixthly, becanfe of the ftrange , ftrong 

| elves. power of fin, which bearsthat fway over 
| a i. | mens fouls, that they mult ferve it, as prifo- 
, Use, 


) | ners Boop to their Jaylors , as Souldiers chat 
A | ‘have taken their pay, their pleafare of fin,mutt 
‘ae ps Pen follow 
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follow it as their Captain, though they go 
‘marching on to eternal ruine; nay; though 


mites when they were fmiccen with blindnefs, 
which sormented their eyes, as though they 
| had been pricked with thorns (for fo the He- 
| brew word fignifies) even when deftruction 
| was near, they groped for thedoor. Men 
| cannot but fin, though they perifh for fin ; 
hence they remain fecures 
Seventhly, defpair of Gods mercy;hence, 


| face of God; men think they flyali never 
| find mercy when all is done; hence they 
| prow defparately finful; fixe thofe Jraltan 
| Senators, that defpairing of their lives, when 
| pon fubmiffion they had been promifed 
| their lives, yet Being confcious of their villa- 
| ny, made a curious banquet, and at che end 
| of it every man drank up his glafs of poyfon, 
jand killed himfelf: fo men feeling fuch hor- 
\ tible hard hearts, and being privy to fuch 
| notorions fins, they caft away lives, and Hea- 


| becaufe they lived defperately , and fo fee 
corely: s iat 

| ’ Bighthly , becaufe men-nourith a blind, 
| falfe flattering hope of Gods tnercy: hence 
many knowing and fufpecting that all is 
| naught with them, yethaving fome hope 


— 


M 2. reft 


dooms day fhould be to morrow , yet they 
muftand will-ferve their lufts. As the Sodo- | KYW 


Reaf. 7; 
| Why men | 
/ ruin thems | 


| like Cain, men are Runnagates from the | 


ee 


ven, and fou! for loft, and fo perifh wofully, 


| they may be ina good eftare,andGod may love 
'| them y hence they lie down fecurely, and. 
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{ Os eenctciga tie a le Oe ao 
sana jvelt in their flattering hope.. Hence obferve, 
Titionis of | ehofe people that feldom come to a conclufi- 
himfelf, |On, toapoint, that either they are inthe 
“Vv ~\ | ftate of grace, or out of it, that never-come 

to be affected , but remain fecure in their 

condition, they commonly grow to this def 
perate conclufion; That they hope God will | 
be merciful unto theno 3 if not, they cannot help 
it: like the man that had on his Target the | 
picture of God and the Devil;under the firft 
he writ, Sirs on vis,if thou wile noc ; under 
the other he writ, Ip/e rogitat here’ sone will. | 
Reaf. 9; Niothly , becaufe men bring not their | 

| Why men hearts under the Hammer of Gods Word to | 

ruin them- | be broken,they never bring their confciences | 

l{elves. | tobe cut, Hence they go on fill fecurely | 
with feftred confciences. Men put them- | 

felves above the Word, and their hearts. 

above the Hammer, they come not to have 

| the Minifter to humble them, but to judge 
of him, or to pick fome pretty fine thing | 

| out of the Word, and fo remain fecure fots 
| all their days: for if ever thy heart be bro- 
| 
he 

Es 


ken, and thy confcience be awaked, the 
word muft doit: but people are fo Sermon 
trodden, chat their hearts, like foot- paths, | 
| Brow hard by the Word. 

Reaf. 10. |. benthly, .becaufe men confider ; not of 


, Awaken therefore all you fecure crea- 
| tues 5 ; feel your mifery , that fo you may 
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| 
get out of it. Doft thou know thine eftate Ivtana per= 
ligmaughe, and chat thy condemnation will dition is 
Ibe fearful, if ever thou doft perith ; and of him(elf 
lis thine heart fecretly fecure , fo damnably LYN | 
dead:, fo defperately hard, that, thou haft 
\no heart to come out of it? What ? no 
\figh, no tears? canft thou carry.all thy 
fins: upon thy back like Sam/fon the gates | 
lof the City, and make a light matter of 
\them ? Doft thou fee Heil fire before thee, , 
Jand: yet wilt venture? art. chou worle than | 
} a beaft which we cannot beat nor drive in- | 
| cothe fire if there be any way to efcape? O| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| get thy heart co lament and mourn under: 
lthy miferies,, who knows then but the! 
| Lord: may pity thee? But oh hard heart! 
\chou canit mourn for loffes and croffes , 
burning of goods and honfes, yet chough 
| God be loft, and his Image burnt down | Men | 
andallis gone, thou canft not mourn. If mourn ; for 
thine heart were truly affected, the pillow aie e 
l would be wafhed with thy tears, and the} orto the 
| Wife in thy bofome would be witnefs of lols of 
God, 


\thy heart-breakings in midnight for thofe 
\fins which have grieved the Spirit of God 
many atime, thou couldft not fleep quietly 
}nor comfortably without affurance. If you 
| were fickto death, Phyfitians fhould hear | 
\how you do; and if you were humbled, | 
| we fhould have you in the bitcernefs of your 
\{pirit cry out, What foall we do? But know 
lic, chou muft mourn here or in Hell. If God 
broke Davids bones for his adultery, and the 
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ken heart. 
Two] 
things har- 
den the 
heart. | 
That heart 
is hard, 
that nei- 
cher met 
cy nor 

. { judgement 
| will break. 
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Angels backs for their pride; the Lord, if} 
ever he faves thee, will break thine heart; 
CO0O- uy ae gsi. ae 

“Quef. But thov wilt fay , How>fhall Ii} 
do to get mine heart affected with my'mi- 
fery. LES Or 

Anfw-t. Takea full view of thy miferysi| 
2. Take fpecial notice of the Lords rea | 
dinefs and willingnefs to receive » thee} 
yet unto mercy; for two things harden| 
the heart. 1) Falfe hope, whereby a: than | 
hopes he is not fo bad as indeed he is. 2:Vo | 
hope, whereby aman when he fees himfelf | 
fo notorioufly bad, thinks there is: no} 
willingnefs in the Lord to pardon or re 
ceive fuch a monfter of men to mercy ; and | 
if neither the hammer can break thy ftony | 
heart, nor the Sun-fhine of mercy meleit, | 
thou haft a heart worfe then the Devil; 
and art a fpectacle of the greateft mifery, 
1. Inregardoffin. 2. Inregard of Gods 
wrath. — ~? bingy 
Firf, in regard of fin. Thou haf finned, | 
and that grievoufly againft a great God, | 
thou makeft no great matter of this: no,} 
butthough it be no load tothee, it is load) 
on the Lords heart, J/2. 1.24. and time} 
will come he will make the whole finful | 
world by Rivers of fireand blood, to know: 
what an evil it is. ar eh 

For 1. In every fin thou doft ftrike God, | 
and fling a dagger at the heart of God. 2.In] 


eae ans ea ne AN 


| chis break your hearts ? 


for if there were but 9xe only thing wher | Mans per- 
ina mancould do his friend a difpleafure, | dition is 


‘iwas not here fpite feen if he did chat of himfelf, 
-|thing ? Now cell me, hath noc the Lor 
[been a good frierd unto thee? Teli me where- | 


{ 


in hath be grieved thee? and tell me in 
what one thing canft thou pleafe the De-' | 


lvil, and do God a difpleafure, but by fin ? 


Yet, O hard heart, chou makeft nothing 


Jof ir. But confider thirdly , in every fin, 
thou doft difthrone God, and fertt thy ,, 3 

- . | Men by | 
ifelf above God: for in every fin this que- | ¢oiing fer 
| tion is put, Whofe will fhall be done, Gods will “up here vill 
or mans? Now man by fin fers his own will own willa- | 
| above the Lords, and fo kicks God ( blefted ) bove Gauls. | 
‘for ever, adored of Millions of Saintsand| =. 
1 Angels ) as filch under his feet, What will | 
| ) 


Pp 


Confider then of Gods wrath , thecer- 


|-aincy of it, the unfupportablenefs of ic ,|the co | 
_ | how chat dying in thy fins, and fecure eftate, 
lic foall fall; for when men cry Peace,Pcace, 
| hen cometh /udden destruction at Anawares : 
| pray therefore ro God co reveal this to thee, 
| chat chine heart may break under it. Secon¢s 
_|ly, confider the Lords mercy and readinels 
{co fave thee, whohath prepared mercy, and 
-jintreats thee to take it, and waiteth every 
{day for thee co that end. as | 


tainty of ir. | 


1 Thef. 5. 
354. 


2Cor.g. | 
19. 


The third Reafon of man ruine, is, thar 
carnal confidence , whereby men feek to fave The bas | 
themfelves, and to {cramble out of their mi- | 
ferable eftate by thet auti d cite 
ce by their owm duties and perfor | ans ruin, | 
. M 4 _maances 
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Mans pers. mances, when the do fell themfelves mife- 


dition is |rable: the Soul doth as thofe, Hofea 5.13. | 
ofhimfelf. | men when they be wounded and troubled, 
WV™ | they never look after 7c/is Chrif?, but go to 
their own waters to heal themfelves; like | 
hunted Harts when the Arrow isin them, | 
Rom 9. 31, 32+ rive | 
Wherein For the opening of this point, J thall thew | 
miens reft-. | YOU thefe two things. ‘ 
ing ip 1. Wherein this refting in Duties ap-} 
| Duties ap- | nears, 7 
pects 2. Why do men reft in chemfelves. 
a“ Firft, this refting in Dyties appears in 
; thefe eleven deprees. 
1. The foul of a poor finner, ifignorant- | 
vs 


ly bred and brought up; refts confidently 
in fuperftitious vanities. Ask a devout Pa- 
| pif? how he hopes to be faved; he will an - 
fwer, By his good works. But enquire fur- 
ther, what are thefe good works ? why , 
for the moft part, fuperititious ones of their 
own inventions, (forthe Crow thinks her 
| own bird faireft)as whipping thenafelves, pil- 
grimage, fafting, mumbling over their Par er- 
nosters, bowing down to Images and Crof- 
fes, Copel P 
fee 2. Now thefe being banithed from the 
Men fand | Church and Kingdome, then men ftand} 
upon their ; Upon their titular profedlion of the true 
ticular pro} Religion, although they be Devils incar- 
feflion {nate incheir lives. Look upand down the 
of Religi. Kingdom; you fhall fee fome roaring, 
Ofte | drinking , dicing , carding, whoring, in 
a | ath Tae} 
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Taverns and’ blinde’ Ale-houfes's «others | - ir 
belching out their oaths, their mouths e- pica ti | 
ver eafting out like #aging feas, filttiy’ fro- hinaele 8 
| chy fpeeches; others, like J/muaels,’{coffing | ~V~ 
at the beft men: yet thefe are ‘confident 

| they fbalibe faved. Why ( fay they ) they 

j are no Papifts, hang‘them, they will die 

| for their Religion, and rather burn’ then 

turn again, by the grace*of God. Thus) 7... , 

| the Jews boafted, they were Abrahamis feed:| 11,” 

| fo our carnal people boat: Am not I a 

good Proteftant ? amnotI baptized ? dol 

| nor live inthe Church? and therefore re- | Mens con- 
| ting here’ hope to be faved. .°T remember ee 
la Judge, ‘when one pleaded once with him pi a 

pay i reater for 
| for his life, that he might’ not be hanged fie des 
be he was a Gentleman; he’ told him | bauchedly 


| 
| 


I 
i 
l 


| chat therefore he Chould have the Gallows | wht the 
Gofpel is 


| made higher for him: fo when thou: plea- preached; 


deft , I am a Chriftian and a good Prote- | 
ftant, (yet thou wilt drink , and {wear, and | 
/ whore, negle@ prayer, and break Gods| 
| Sabbath) and therefore thou hopeft to be) 
j faved ; Itell thee, thy condemnation fhall 
be greater, andthe plagues inHellthe hea-| 3: 
| vier. | |; [If no 

3. Ifmen have no peace here, then they | Pre 

| flie to, and reftin the goodnefs of their in- | from titu- 
| fides: you will have many a man, whom lar pro- 
Tif you follow to his Chamber, you fhall| fe#ton, 

| finde very devout, and they pray heartily | mn i 
‘| for the mercy of God, and forgivenels! .oo4 in- 
| of fins: buc follow them out of their} fides. 
Cham. | 
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| hoot into an Ale. houfe, and there {will 
and {wagger, and be familiar with the fcum 


half drunk too fometimes. Watch them 
‘ton the Lords day, take chem out of the 
- | Church once, and fet afide their bef cloaths, 
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Chambers, watch their difcourfes, you fhalt} 
finde. it frothy and vain, and. now and 
then powdred with fairh and troth, and ob- 
feene fpeeches. Watch them when they are 
croft, youthall feethem as angry as Walfps, 
and. fwell like Turkies , and fo fpit out} 
their venome like Dragons. Watch them 
in their journies, and you fhall fee them 


of the Countrey for. prophanenefs, and 


‘and they are then the fame as at.another 
‘time ; and becaufe they muft not work nor 
‘fportthae. day, they-think they may witha 
‘good confcience fleep the longer on the. 
‘morning. Ask now fuch men bow they 
‘hope to be faved, feeing cheir lives are fo 
bad; they fay, though they make not fuch 
fhews, they know what good prayers they | 
make in private, their. hearts, they fay, are 
good, Itell ye brethren, he that trufteth 
‘to his own heart and his good defires, and | 
fo refteth in them, isafool. Ihave heard 
of a man that woold haunt the Taverns | 
and Theaters, and Whore-houfes at Ley- | 
den all day ; "but he durft not go forth 
| without private prayer in a morning, and 
then would fay at his departure, Alow De- 
| wil do thy worft; and fo ufed his prayers 
(as many do) only as charms and fpels a- 
gaintt 


a ee en fl ae 
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gainft..the poor, weak, cowardly; Devil | 

‘that they .chink. dar es not. hurt. then ,, fo 
Jong as they have.good hearts within them, 
and good. prayers.in their Chambers ; and 
hence they will'go near.to, cail againft the 
Preacher as an harfh, Matter, 1f hedo not 
comfort them with this 5, 7 bat God accepts of 
their goad defires. cc sq: bony edypra ed). 
| 4. Hf their. good. hearts, cannot... quiet 


* 


Mans‘ pes- 
dition is of 
himfelf. 

Ca mS) 


Tf no com- |) 
fort come 
from their 
sood in= 

ides they 
reform, , 

fome grols } 
Fc Se | 


| them, but confcience tells, chem_.they are 
unfound without, and rotten, at core with- 
| in, then men fall upon reformation, chey 
| will leave. cheic whoring ,,,drinking 5; coze 
| ning, gaming, company-keeping,, fwea- 
| ring y and: fuch like, roaring. fins. .and 
| now all, che Country... faith he ts...become 
| a newman, and he himfelf chinks ‘he fhail 
| befaved; 2 Pet. 2. 20. they efcape the pol- 
| futions of the world ,..as fwine. that.,.are 
| eleaped and walhed from outward filch ; 
yet the fwinifh nature remains {till ; like 
| Marines that are going to fome dange- 
i 


| rous place; ignarantly, if they meet with 
| forms, they go not backward, but cait 
| out their goods that endanger their Ship, 
| and fo go forward fill: fo, many a man 
| going towards Hell, is forced co caft out 
his lufts and fins, but he goeth on in the 
fame way ftill for all that. The wildelt 


from fleep long, will growtame: fo con- 


| 


he liveth in, he groweth tame ; be that was 


| 
| 
| beafts (as Stags) if chey be kept waking) 1 


i 

fcience. givinga man no reft for fome fins} =| 
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‘Mans per- 
‘dition.is 


ae 
If no com- 
fort in re- | 
forming’ ~ 
grofs fins, 
they flie 
to humili- 
ation, re= 
pentance, 
CPC. 


ot himéelf, 


| tows, becaufe there‘is more gain at that mar- 


| wrath was kindled from Heaven, they would 
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a wild Gentleman before, remains ‘the fame} 
man fill, only heis made ‘tame now,’ that is, | 
civil and'fmooth in his whole courfe’, and 
hence: they reft in reformation: which re- 
formation is, commonly , butfrom fome| 
troubleféme fin, and it is becaufe they think | 
it’s better following their trade of fin at ano- 
ther market; and hence fome'men will leave 
theit’ drinking’ and “Whoring , and turn cove- | 


ker; fometimes it is becanfe fin hath eft} 
them, as an old man.° 

5. If they can: have no reft here, they 
$et into-another ftarting hole, they goto 
their Hymiliations ,' Repeatings, Tears,’ Sor- 
yews, and Confeffions.. They hear a man 
‘cannot be faved by reforming his fife) un- 
lefs he come to afflict his foul too; he mutt} 
forrow and weep here, or elfe cry out in hell | 
hereafter. Hereupon they betake themfelves 
to their forrows, ‘tears, confeflion of fins ; 
and now the wind isdown, and the cempeft 
ts over, and they make themfelves fafe. 
(Mat. 11.16 They would have repented, that 
is, the Heathen , as Bexza f{peaks, when any 


go to their fackelorh and forrows, and fo 
thought to pacifie Gods anger again, and 
here they refted: foit is with many aman; 
many people have fick fits and qualms of 
confcience, and then they do as Crows, that 
give themfelves a vomit by {wallowing down 


fome ftone when they are fick,and then they 
are 


; The Sincere Convert. 


1 St cana ee 
are well again; fo'when men are: troubled 
| for cheir fins, chey will give themfelvesa 
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Mans per- 
dition is of 
| vomit of prayer, a vomit of confeffion and pa 
| dissadiatinns , Ufa. 58.5. Hence many when Sie, 
they can get no good by this phyfick, by 
| their forrows and tears, caft off all again ; 
for making thefe things their God and their 
| Chrift, they forfake them when they cannot 
fave them, A4Zatt.3.14. More are driven to | More dri- 
Chrift by the fenfe of the burden of an hard, | vento 
| dead; blind, filthy heart, then by the fenfe of ae by 
: | forrows} becaufe a man refts in the one, vi. | eas 
in forrows » mof commonly , but trembles | by for- 
land flies out of himfelf when he feels the | rowfal © 
‘other: thus men’ reft in their repentance , | hearts 
_jand therefore Axfin hath a pretty fpeech | 
| whichfounds harfh, that Repentance damneth 
mire than fin; teaning that thoufands did 
perifh by refting in ic: and hence we fee a- 
mong many people, if they have large affecti- 
ons, theythink they are in good favour; if 
they want them , they think they are caft- 
aways, when they cannot mourn nor be 
affected as once they were, becaufe they reft 
inthem. | 
6. Ifthey have no reft here, then they 
turn moral men, that is, ftri@ in all the duties | Pian 
of the moral law, which isa greater matter | Resa 
than reformation, or humiliation, that is,) ,.. chey 
they grow very juft and fquare in their deal | purn mo- 
‘ings with men, and exceeding ftrict inthe 8 


— 


duties of the firft Table toward, God, as fa/t- 
ing, prayer , hearing, reading, obferving the 
| Sime if: Sab-; 


(ice nies On 


heart, ther | 
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If no come~ 
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| 
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Mans _per- 
dition 1s of 


| Sabbath : and thusthe:Pharifees lived, and 
hence they ‘are called, The firict Sect of the 
Pharsfees. “Take heed you miftake me not, 
I {peak not againtt ftrittnefs, but againft reft- 
ing in it; for except your righteoufne/s ex: 
ceed theirs, you foall not enter into the K ing dom | 
of Heaven. Y ow fhall: finde thefe men flie 
from bafe perfonsand places, like the peft- 
houfes, commend the beft Books, ‘cry down 
the fins of the time , and cry againft civil or 
moral men, ‘(the eye fees not it felf) ‘and cry 
up zealand forwardnefs. Talk with hima- 
bout many moral duties that are to be done 
towards God or man,he will fpeak wel'about 
the excellency and neceflity of it, becaufe 
‘his trade and skill whereby:he hopes to‘get 
‘his living and earn eternal life lieth'there ; 
| Bue {peak about Chrift, and living by faith 
inhim and fromhim, and bottoming the 
| foul upon the promifes , (pieces of Evange- 
lical righteoufnefs) hethat is very *skilful in 
any point of controverfie; is as ignorant al- 
| moft asa beaft, whenheis examined here. 
| Hence, if Minifters preach againft the fins of 
the time, they commend it for a {pecial Ser- 
mon, (aS it haply defervestoo ) but Jeg him 
{peak of any {piritual, inward, foul-working 
points they go away and fay, He wasin their. 
judgment confufed and obfcure,for their part 
they underftood him not. (Beloved) pi@ures 
are pretty things to. look on, and chat’s all 
the gocdnefs of them, fothefe menare (as 
Chritt fooked on and loved the natural 

young } 
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climb and get to the top of the talleft moun- 
tains, they were drowned; fo labour to 
climb never fo high in morality, and the du- 
ties of both Tables, if thou goeft not into| 
Gods Ark, the Lord Jefus Chrift, thou art 7. 
fure to perifh eternally, If nocoms 
7. If they have no reft here in their mora- | ate ard 
fity, they grow hot within, and curnmar- | 1720 
vellous zealous for good caufes and courfes, | Jous for 
and there they flay and warm themfelves at | goud cau- 
their own fire: thus Paul, Phil. 3. 6. was 'ss Rom. 
zealous, and there refted. They will not| 7 *> 
‘live as many do, like Snails in cheir fhels, yp 5 
but rather then they will be damned for want comfort 
of doing , they are content to give away for zeal in 
their eftare, children, any thing almoft to get | g00dcoules 
pardon for the fin of their foul, AZch.6.7.. |‘ “um 
"8. Ifthey find no help from hence, but! nine for 
aye forced to fee and fay, when they have done their fai- 
all, they are unprofitable fervants , and they , lings. 
‘finin all chat which theydo; thenthey reft' _. % 
in that which is like to Evangelical obeds- |¥ "° 


ence, they think to pleafe God by mourn- Peas 


| 


| firing to be better, and promifing for the | for their 
time to come to be fo, and therein reft failings, 
| y-? | they feek 
, Dent. 5.29. et cee 
9. If they feela want of all thefe, then a nate 


they dig within themfelves for power £0 | felves robe 


— — ——s 


Vf td sea 


| re 
i ene eee 


ing for their failings in their good duties, de-| mourning 


leave fin, powerto be more holy and hum- | more holy: 
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“Mans per- | ble, and fo think to work out themfelves, in 
ditionis j time, out of this eftate, and fo they dig for 
‘ofhimMelf. | pearls intheir own dunghils, and will not be 
W'v'™ | beholding to the Zord fefus; tolive on him 
in the want of all; they chink to fer up| 
themfelves out of their own ftock, without | 
fefus Chrift, and fo as the Prophet Hofea | 
{peaks, 14. 3,4. think to fave themfelves, by 
their riding on horfes, ( thatis ) by thes own | 
abilities. , Rt 
t. 10. Ifthey feel no help here,then they go 
If nocome | Unto Chrift for grace and power to leave fin | 
forr in . | and do better, whereby they may fave them- 
themfelves; | feives; and fo they live upon Chrift, that 
they go to | they may live of themfelves; they go rte | 
eae like | Chrift, they get not into Chriff, Pfal. 78.3.4, | 
id | 35. like hirelings chat go for power to do | 
ownends, | their. work, that they may carn their wages. - 
A child of God contents himfelf with, and 
lives upon che Inheritance it felf, che Lord 
in his free mercy hath givenhim. But now | 
we fhall fee many poor Chrifians thar runin 
the very road the Papifts devoutly go to hell 
in: | : 
The con- Firft, the Papift will confefs his mifery | 
felon of | that he is(and all men are)by nature a child, 
Papitsin | of wrath, and under the power of fin and|, 
three pat-' | Satan, 
tichtars. Secondly , they hold Chrift is the only 
Saviour. | 
| Thirdly, that this Salvation is not by any | 
| righteoufnefsin a Chrift, but righteoufnels 
| from a Chrift, only by giving aman power 
| a 
a 


‘lis so. member or branch oe this tree, and | 
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to do, and then dipping mens doings in his Mire Hee 
blood, tie merits their life. Thus the wifeft ae 
and devéreft of them profefs; asI amable to. of himéelf, 
manifeft: juft fo do many € hriftians live Firft, | “WW 
they feel tliemfelves full of fin, and are fom- 

‘times tired and weary of themfelves, for their 

vile hearts, and they find no powertohelp| _ 
them(elves: Secondly, heretipon hearing, 
that only Chrift can favethem , they go un- 
to Chrift to remove thefe fins that tire chem, 
and load them, that he would enable them 
co do better chen formerly. Thirdly, if 
they get thefe fins fubdued and removed,and 
ifthey find power to do better, then they 
hope they fhall be faved : Whereas 
ithou mayft be damned, and go to the De- 
vil ac the laft , although thou doft efcape all 
the pollations of the world, and that nor 
from thy felf and ftrength, bur from os 
knowledge of fefus Chriff , 2 Pit. 2. 

[fay, woto you for ever if you die in thi Chriftiang 
eftate; icis with our Chriftians in this cafe, | de itis 

as it is with the Ivy, which clafps and grow- | Ivy, they 
eth about the Tree, and draws fap fromi the | get ‘ap 


Tree, bucit grows not ith T trom 
& ae Wit tEBe See Chrift, bue 


Ll 


; becaufe itis not ingraffed intothe Tree, fo | grows nbc 


many a foul cometh to Chrift, to fuck juice ! Snewith 
from Chrift to maintain bis own berries, (his | Chrift, bes 


own ftock of grace, ) alafs, he is bac /vy, he hah 
Oar te 


hence he never grows to be one with Chrift. p Why me 
do reft in 


|2. Now the reafons why men ret in their | heir cod 
{ duties, are thefe: duties, 
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Ree eee | Sree becaufe it’s natural toa man out of 
hig ig of | Chrift co do fo. e<4dem and all his po- 
himf(elf, | flerity was to be faved by his dole , De 
LAV | his and live, work and here is thy wages, 
bees win lifeand wearit: Hence all his potteri- 
ral tofay | ty fecks to this day to be faved by doing ; 
\Dothis and | Like father, like fon Now to come 
| live. out of all duties truely to a Chrift, hath not 
a fo much asa coatin samocent, much lefs cor- 
rupted nature; hence men feek to themfelves. 

| Now as it is with a Bankrupt,when his ffock zs 
Spent, and his effate crackt, before he will 

turn Prentice, or Jive upon another, he will 

| turn Pedler of fmall Wares, and fo follow 

his old Trade witha lefs frock: fo men nae 
turally follow their old Trade of Doing, and 

hope co get their living chat way: and 
hence men having no experience of trading 
'with Chrift by faith, live of chemfelves. 

| Sampfon , when all his ftrength was loft, 
Stak 90 to fhake himfelf as at other times : 


a re 


\ 


) 


fo when mens ftrength is loft, and God and 
i grace is loit, yet men will goand try how 
| they can live by (hifts and working for them- 
felves ftill. | 
: Secondly , becaufe men are ignorant of 
Ypnorance | Pefus Chrifé and his righteoufnels; hence 
| of Chrifts |Men cannot go unto him, becaufe they fee 
rightsoul- | him not; hence they thift as well as they 
nels. | can for themfelves by their duties, 70. 4. 14. 
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Men feek to fave themfelves by their own| — 
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| fwimming , when they feeno Cable caft out | 
| to help chem. ; 
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Thirdly, becaufe this is the eafieft way ! 44,05 Pel 
to comfort the heart, and pacifie confet- | gion is ot 
ence, and to pleafe God, as the foul thinks: | himfelf, 
becaufe by this means a man goes no further | a, VS 
, caf. 35 
than himfelf. | Good tu2 
Now in forfaking all duties , a foul goeth | cies the na’ | 
to Heaven quite out of himfelf, andthere he taal way _ 
| muft wait many a year, andthat for alitele , of pleating 
‘|icmay be. Now if fainting man have ¢4- | G24: 
qua vite at his beds head, he will not knock 
jupthe fliop-keeper for it. Men that have 
| a Balfome of their own to heal them;will not 
go to the Phyfitian. - | We ds, 
Fourthly, becaufe by vertue of thefe Reaf. 4. 
dutiesa man may hide his fin, and live qui- ns good 
Patti, Tt) a uties fin 
etly in his fin, yet be accounted an honelt jay be 
man, as the whorein Prov. 7.15,16. hae: keptini 
ving performed her vows, can intice with. 
out fufpicion of men, or check of confci- | 
ence; foche Scribes and Phari/ees were hor- 
ribly covetous , but cheir long prayers co- 
{vered their deformities, AZat. 23: 14. and 
hence mien fec cheir dutiesat a higher rate 
than they are worth, thinking they fhall 
fave chem becaufe they are fo ufeful to them. 
Good duties, like new apparel on a man 
purfued with hue and cry of confcience, keep 
; him from being known. : 
| Take heed of refting in duties; Good], | 
| duties are tiiens money , without which they i We weft 
| 


think chemfelves poor and miferable; but j ;. good 
take heed that you and your money perifh wot | duries, 

togesher, Gal. 5: 3. The paths to hell are but | 
eo eM _two. | 
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‘Mans ei- cwo. The firft is the path of Siz, which is 
ditionis }adirty way. Secondly, the path of Duties, 
ofhiméelf. | which (refted in) is but a clearer way. When 
UV™ | the //raelites were in diftrels,udg.10. 14, the 

Lord bidsthem goto the gods they ferved : 
| fo when thou fhalt lie howling on thy death 
\bed, the Lord will fay, go unto the good 
prayers and performances you have mace, and 
‘the rears you have fhed. Oh they wall be mr- 
ferable comforters atthat day. 
Objedt. objet. But I think thou wilt fay, No true 
Chriftian man hopes to be faved by his good 
.| works and duties, but only bythe mercy of 
God, and merits of Chrift. ee 
Anis. eA4nfw. Itis one thing to truft to be faved 
Difference | by duties , another thing to ref? in duties. 
tween |A man trufts unto them, when he is of 
uufting | ¢his opinion, that only good duties can fave 


an relting | him. Aman refts in duties when he ts of 
aa this opinion , that only Chrift can fave him, 
but in his practife he goeth about to fave 

himfelf.. The wifeft of the Papifts are fo 

at this day, and foare our common Pro- 


teftants. Andthisis,a great fubtilty of the} 


heart, thacis, when a man thinks he can- 
not be faved by his good works and duties, 
but only by Chrift: he then hopeth , be- 
caufe he is of this opinion , that when: he 
hath done all he 2 an unprofitable fervant : 
(which is only an act or work of the judge- 
ment informed aright) that therefore be- 
caufe he is of this opinion, he fhali be faved. | 


MN 


But becaufe itishard for to know when}, 


i 


Mea F- 
sat 


Fe eee ee ee ee a REIT Hid CERES TRI CART ETAN SESE TNPE LE SSE TESA LTTE PN TR LIT IERIE OTE ALE TIENT A 


the Sincere Convert: | 18x | 
| 


ee enna: | 


‘ERI! "eh i eG NO Mai AMEE I nc 
aman refts in duties, and few men find them- |, 
| ; ; ; | Mans per= | 
felves guilty of this fin, which ruins fo many, | dirionis of 
Twill ibew two things. | himfelf, 
J, The figns of a mans refting. in du.) “V~ 
ties. ‘ ae | 
2, The infufficiency of all duties to fave 
‘men; that fo thofe that-be found guilty of. 
this fin, may not go on in it, ) | : 
Firft, for the figns whereby a man may ‘sions of | 


certainly know , when he refts in, bis. du- mens reft- 
ties, which ifhe do, (as few profeffors efpe- | ing in du- 
cially but they do) he perifheth eter-, ‘i | 
nally. etd h- 
Firft, thofe that yet never faw they reft- | ee 
edin them, they that.never found it an hard | 
matter to come out of their duties. Far it’s | 
moft natural for a man to ftickin them , 
becaufe nature fets men upon daisies; hence | 
it’sa hard matter tocome out of refting in| : 
duties: Fortwothings keep a man from | 
Chrift. | 
1. Sine 2.Self. Now asa manis broken | 2. Things | 
‘off from fin, by feeing and feelingit, and ri us 
sroaning under the power of it: {0 is a| Gui 
man broken from bim/elf. For men had ra- , a 
ther doany thing than comeunto Chritt | 


there is fucha deal of fe/f inthem; there- 
fore if thou haft no experience, that atno 
time thou haft refted too much inthy du- 
ties, and then didi groan to be delivered | 
from thefe intanplements, (I mean not | 
from the doing of them, this ts Famslifm 
and profanenefs , but from resting in the 
3 bare ! 
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Mans per» | bare performance of them) chou doft rel 
dition is. | upon thy duties to this day. " 
ofhimfelf. | Thefe reft in duties, that prizethe bare| 
4 {performance of dsties wonderfully; for} — 
Recvis thefe dutiesthat carry thee out of thy felf | 
| of bate unto Chrift, make thee to prize Chrift,} 
perfor- Now tell me, deft thou glory in thy felf? 
mance of |Now Iam fome-body, Iwas ignorant, for- 
duties. getful, hard-hearted , now! underftand and 
| remember better, andcan forrow for my 
fins; if chou doft reft here, thy derics never 
carryed thee further then thy /e//. Doft thou 
| think after that thou hait prayed with fome 
life, now Lhave done very well, andnow| — 
thou doft verily think ( meaning ‘for ‘thy 
duties) the Lord will fave thee, though 
thou never cometo Chriff , and fayeft, as} 
| he in another cafe, Now J hope the Lord will 
| do good tome , feeing Ihave got a Prieft into 
my boufe, fudg. 17. 13. Delt thou inhance 
the price of Duties thus, that thou doft dote 
onthem ? then} do pronounce from God , 
thou doft reftin them; Thefe things (faith 
Paul ) Icounted gain (that is, before his 
converfion to Chrift, he prized them ex- 
ceedingly ) but xow I account them loft: And 
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| Phil, ah 


3 this is che reafon why a child of God com- 
| Good due | monly after all his prayers, tears and con- 
| ties mutt : 
| bee ounteq | feftions, doubts much of Gods love towards 
Hlofs in | 4éz : whereas another man that fallech fhort 

comparifon | of him, never queftions his eftate ; the firft 
fees much rottennefs and vilenefs in his 


| of Chrilt. 
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bof bimfeif; the other ignorant of the vile- 
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| a 


. Mans per» 
nefs of them, prizethrhem, and efteemeth | dition is | 


highly of them , and fetcing his cornat fo of himfelf. 


high a price, he may keep them to himfelf ; ON | 
the Lord never accepteth them nor buyeth 
them at fo high a rate. | | 
Thirdly, thofe that never came to be 
fenfibleof their poverty and utter emprine[s ni ec 
of all good: for fo long as aman hath a pets | bility of 
ny ta his purfe,thatis, feels any good in him- | our own 
felf, he will never comea begging unto fr- | <mptinels. 
fus Chrift, and therefore retts in himfelf, | 
Now didft thou never feel thy felf in this : 


Sign 2. | 


manner poor, viz. I amas ignorant as any | 
beaft , as vile as any Devil ; Oh Lord, 
what a neft and litter of fin and, rebellion | 
jurksin my heare! I once thought at leaf 
my heart and defires were good, but now | 
I feel no fpiricual life. Oh dead heart | 
i aitiomoorelt Avieh atch eundiblind | | 
eft creature that ever lived. If chou doft 

not thus feel chy felf poor, thou never ca- | 

melt owt of thy duties, ; for when the Lord 

bringeth any man co Chrift, he brings him 

empty, that fo he may make him beholding | 
to Chriff for every farthing token. | 

Fourthly, thofe that gain no Evancels- 
cal rightcowfne/s by duries,veft in duries; I fay, | 
Evangelical rightconfvefs, thatis more prt- 
zing of acquaintance with, defire after, | 
loving and delighting in union with the | 
Lord fefus Chrift : for a mortal man may | 
srow in Legal ssbaeeellh ( asthe ftony | 
4. and 


Ifa. 65. 2. 
Sign4. 

A Legal, 
notan E- 
vangelical 
righteoul= | 
nels. ° 
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{ : ‘ 
and thorny ground feed {prang up and in-| 
Maspats creafed much, and came neer unto matu- + 
himeele, [rity J and yet reft in dutics all this while. a 
(Vv ™\ | Por as ‘tis with tradesmen , they ref in| — 


pan 


no gain of their trading : Now fefs Chrift| 
isa Chriftians gain, Phil.1. 21. and hencea 
child of God asks himfelf after Ser:moz , af- 


ter Prayer, after Sacrament, What have I| 
| gained of Chrift have I gor more knowledg of 
Chrift more adr iving of the Lord fe/us ? Now 

: a carnal heare that reffs in his duties , asketh 

' | only what he hath done, asthe Pharifee, 1: 
thank God Iam nor as other men, I faft-twice 

a week, I give alms, and the like; and thinks | 

_ | verily he thall be faved, becaufe he prays, and 


Dbecaufe he bears, and becaufe he rcforms,and 
becaufe he forrows for his fins, thatis, wot 


| becaufe of the gaining of Chrift ina duty, |} 
| but becaufe of his naked performance of | 
the duty: and fo they are like that manj| 
that I have heard of, that thought verily he 


| 
| fhould be rich, becaufe he had got a wal- 


ed 
ae 


ae 


letto beg: fo men, becanfe they perform | 
cuties, think verily they fhall be faved. | 
_ |No fach matter, leta man have a bucket | 

We muft sey 
feel | made of gold; doth he think cto get water 
duites | begaufe he hath.a bucket * No, no, he mutt | 
| down into | Igtic down into the Well, and draw up wa- e 
| Chit} | ter withit: fo muft thou lec down all thy| 


| and draw duties into Chrift, and draw light and life 


| fr : : ; ; t . 
ee from his fulnefs, elfe though thy duties be | | 
Bree golden ‘duties, thou fhale perifh without 
DRS eS Seen C brifp| 


Christ. When a man hath bread in his wal- | Mans perm | 
let, and got water in his bucket,he may beld- | ara) 3 
ly fay, fo long as.thefelatt, I fhali not fa. ree ~ 
mifh; fo mayeft thou fay, when thou hatt | 
found and got Chrift, in che perfoimance 
| ofany duty; Solong as Chrifts life laiteth, 
I fhall live; as long ashe hath any wifdom 
or power, fo long fhall I be directed and en- 
abled in well-doing. | | 
Fifthiy, if thy duties make thee fin more | sign 53” 
boldly , thou doft then reff in duties; for | When ous | 


ghefe duties which carry a man out of him- niet 
| felf unto Christ, ever fetch power againlt | Ga more 
fin; butduties thaca man refts in, arm him | boldly. 


and fence him in his fin, J/aiah 1.14. : 
i 
| 
| 
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| Cart that hath no. wheels to reft on, can 
| hardly be drawn into the dirt, but one 
| that hath wheels, cometh loaded through 
|it; foachikd of Godthat hath no wheels, 
| no duties to ref? upon, cannot willtagly be 
| drawn into fin: but another mas, though 
| he be loaden with fin (even fometimes a- | 
gainft his confcience,) yet haviag duties 
| to bear him up, goeth merrily onia a fis- 
| fal courfe, and makes no bones of fin. 
When we fee a bafe man revile a> great. 
| Prince, and firike him , we fay, Surely, he, 
| durft not do it, unlefs he had fome body 
to bear him out init, that he refis and trufts | 
| unto: fo when we fee men fin againft the | 
| great God, we conceive, certainly , they | 
| | durft not do it, if they had not fome du- | 
| tiesco bear them out init, and to encous | 
rage | 
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‘Mans per~ rage them in cheir way, thac chey truft unto. 
dition is For, cake a profane man, what makes.him | 
| othim(elf. | drink, fear, confen, game, whore? Is there 
| bog fia no God to puntfh ¢ Is there no Hell hot e. 
Jantask | | Mough to torment ? are there no plagues 
God fore | to confound him? yes, why finneth he fo 
givenels | then? Ob! he prayeth to God for forgive- 


: ae nefs, and forroweth and repents in fecret (as 
; mean la- ‘ ; > : igi te 
visfaGtion, | U¢ faith) and chis bears him up in his lewd 
pranks. | 


Take a moral man, he knows he hath his 
failings, and his fins, as the beft have, and } 
is overtaken fometimes as the beft are ; why 
doth he not remove thefe fins then? He 
confeffech them to God every morning | 
when he rifeth ; why ishe not more hum 
bled under his fin then? the reafonis, he 

| conftantly obferveth morning and evening 
| prayer, and then he craves forgivene/s for 
‘his failings, by which courfe he hopes he | 
makes his peace with God; and hence he fin- 
neth without fear , and arifeth out of his 
falls into fin, without forrow. And. thus 
they fee and maintain their fins by cheir dz- 
ties, and therefore reff in duties. 

| Sixthly, thofe chat fee little of their vile 
| sign 6. hearts by avties, reft in their duties ; for if 
When we | man be brought nearer to Chrift, and 
| {ce not our | to the Hight, by duties, he will {pie out more 
jvile hearts | moars, for the more aman Participates of 
teed Chrift, hes health and life, the more he 
feeleth the wilene/s and fickne(s of fin. As | 
| Paul when he reffcd in duries beiore bis con 
| ver- 
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verfion, before that the Law had humbled | 
him, ce was alive, that is, he thought him- 
felfa found man, becaufe his dwties coverec 
‘his fins, like fig-leaves. Therefore ask thine 
own heart, if it be tsoubled fometimes for 
fin, and if afcer thy praying and forrewing 
‘thou doft grow well, and thinkeft thy felf 
fafe, and fecleft not thy felf more vile 2 It 
it beehus, I tell chee , thy duties be ‘but fig 
Jeaves to cover thy nakednefs, and the Lord 
will find thee out, and unmask thee one day, 
and wo to thee If chou doft peri(h here. 
Secondly, therefore beliold the Infx ffici- 
_ency of all duties to fave vs; which will ap-' 
"pear in thefe three things, which I fpeak, that 
you may learn hereafter never to refi in due 
ties. 
Firft , confider thy bef? duties are tainted, 
| poyfoned, and mingled with fome fin, and 
therefore are moft odious in the eyes of an 
| boly God, (nakedly and barely confidered in 
themfelves) for if the beft actions of Gos 


Mans per= 
dition 1s of 
him(elf, 


Ron. 7. 
Paul.when 
he refted 
in duties, 
thought he 
was alive 
when he 
was dead, 


The infuf- | 
ficiency of 
any duty 
to fave a 
many ap- 
pears in 
three 
things. 


I.: 
Out beft 
duties are 
finful, 


| people be filthy, as they come from them , 
1i.6.6. 4 
Mans righ 
reoufnels 
like rags. 


| then to befure , all wicked mens aflions are 
much more filthy and polluted with fin : but 
| the firft ts true, 47 onr righteonjnefs are as fil- 
| thy rags;for as the fountainis,fo is the flream; 
| but the fountain of all good attions, ( that is, 
i che heart,) is mingled partly with fin, partly 
| with grace, therefore every action partici- 
| pates of fome fin, which fins are daggers at 
| Gods heart, even when a man is praying and 
|| begging for his life; therefore there ts no Lope 

Se- 


| tobe faved by duties. 
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“Mans per- | Secondly, fuppofe thou couldeft pere| 
dition is ; form them without fin, yet thou.couldt 
‘ofhimfclf. | nor hold ourin domgfo, J/aiah a0. 6. All| 
sad gas (fic and the glory thereof is but grafs So thy 
‘The glory heit -aGions would foon wither »_ if they 
of imper~ | were not perfect: and if chou canft not pers 
fect actions | fevere in performing all duties perfecély, thou 
| SPor 3S. ‘are for ever undone, though thou fhouldit| 
odo fo fora time, live like an Angel,, {bine 

like a-Sun, and at chy laft gafp have but 
/anidle chought, commit the leaft fin, ehat 
lone rock wili fink thee down even inthe 
| Haven, though never fo richly laden; one| 
fin, like a pen-knife ac the heart, will flab} 
thee; one fin, like a little fire-ftick in the} 
| thatch,. will burn thee, one 24 of trcafox | 
| will hang thee, though thou haft lived ne- 

| Gal.3.10 , ver fo devoutly before, Ezek. 18.24. for. 
it’s a crooked life, when all the parts of the 


line of thy life be not ftraight before Al- 
mighty God, - 7 
ig, Thirdly, fuppofe thou fhouldt pexfevere, | 
| Our good | yet. it’s clear, thou haft finned grievoufly | 
sady, and doft. chou think thine obedze| 
ence for the time to come can fatisfie the| 
| Lord for all thofe rents behiod, for all 


‘or the old rent not paid in twenty years 2} 
ll thy obedience is a new debt, which cannot 
| fatisfie for debts palit: Indeed men may for- 
| give wrong and debts, becaufe they be but | 


; 


ae ee 


finite; but the leaft Mn is an infinite evil , 
: and | 


3 
~ 
y 
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Et 


Se ae eo 
‘and therefore God muff be fatisfied\ for it. | yang pet 
Men may remit debts , and yet remain dition is of 
men: but the Lord having faid , The font | himéelf. 

| 3 7 ps ° . Lyre 
that finneth foalt die , and his truth being G4 cans 
himfelf, he cannot remain God , if -he for- | jot remain 
give. it without favisfattion. Therefore adz- God, and 


fies are but rorten crutches for a foul to reft forgive fin 
| | without fae 


upon. .« tisfaction, 
| But to what end fhould we ufe any duries ? “Objet. 


| cannot a man be faved by his good prayers, To what 
‘nor forrows , nor repentings ° what fhould end are our 
| we pray any more then ? let us caft off aff , duties. ¢ 

| duties, if allare to no purpofe to fave us, 
|as good play for nothing as work for no- 
| ching. Ait 

| Though thy good duties connot fave thee, 
| yet thy bad works will damn thee. Thou 
fart therefore wt to caft off the duties, but 
\ thy refing in thefe duties : thou art notto | pie ou: 
\caft them away , but to caft them down at. relting up- 
‘the feet of Jefus Chrift, as they did their , on chem. 

\ Crowns, Rev 4.10, 11. faying , If there 

\be any good or graces in thefe duties, it’s | 

Ichine, Lord: for tis the Princes favour that | 
jexaltsa man, not his own gifts; they came | aides 
| from bis good plea[ure. ly ae a 
But thou wilt fay, towhat end fhouldl we He Tp 
perform duties, if I cannot be faved by _ perform 
{chem ? | good du- 
1 For thefe three ends, Ho ee 

| 1. To carry thee to the Lord fefes the +. To. 
J onely Saviour, Heb.7. 25. he only is able | bring vs 


| An. 
Good du- 
' ties not to 


, be cat off 


P) 
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| three ends. 


ro Chrift. | 


: 


: 
| 


; 
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Mans per-| is, inthe ufe of means) by hin. Hear a 
ditionis /Sermonto carry theeto Jefus Chrift: Fat 
ofhimlelf. | and pray, and get a full tide of affeétions in 

“| them tocarry thee to the Lord Pe/us Chrift, 
that is, to get more love to him, more acs | 
quaintance with him, more union with | 
him: fo forrow for chy, fins, that thou 
mayeft be more fitted for Chrift, chat thou 
mayeft prize Chrift the more; ufe thy du- 
ties as Noahs Dove did her wings, to carry. 
thee tothe e4rk of the Lord fefus Christ r 
where only there is reft. If the had never 
ufed her wings, fhe had fallen into the wae | 
ters: foif thou fhalt ule xo duties, but cat 
themall off, chou art fure to perifh. Qr 
-asitis with a poor man chat is to go over 
a great water for a treafure on the other 

age | fide, though he cannot fetch the boat, he.| 
means by | Calls for ic; and chough chere be no trea- 
which we | furein the boat, yet he ufeth the boat to 
cometo | carry him over to the treafure: So Chritt is | 
Jelus in Heaven, and thou on earth, he doth 
Bnet cometothee, and thou canft not §0 to 
him ; now call for a boat; chough there} 
isno grace, no good, no falvation, in a 
pithle/s duty, yet ule it to carry thee over te 
the Treafure the Lord Pefus Chrif. When 
thou comeft to hear, fay, Have over Lord 
by this Sermon; when chou comeft to 
pray, fay, Have over Lord by chis prayer to 
a Saviour. But this is che mifery of people, | 
like foolifh lovers, when they are to woc 
for the Lady, they fall in love with her 
Marid- 
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Hand-maid that is only to lead therh to her : | Mans per- 
4 fo men tall in love with, and doce upon cheir aan of 
| ownduties, and reft contented with the na-| (uN 

| ked performance of them, which are only 

| hand-maids to lead the foul unto the Lord 

| Jefus Chrift. ) 

| Secondly, ufe duties as eviderices of ee 

| Gods everlafting love to you, when you be in se od a 
| Chrift; forthe graces and duties of Gods peo- | ties are 
| plezalthough they be not caufes, yet they be | vidences 

| tokens and pledges of falvation to one in | of Gods 

Chrift: they do nor fave a man, but ac- love to us 
company and follow fuch a man as fhal{|* gai 
be faved, Heb. 6.9. Letaman boatt of his 
|| joyes, feelings, gifts, [pirit, grace, if he walks 
{| in the commiifion of any one fin, or the 
omiflion of any one known duty, or in 
| the flovenly illfavoured performance of 
| duties, this man, I fay, can have no affu- 
rance without flattering himfelf, 2 Per. 1: 
89,10. Duties therefore being evidences 
and pledges of falvation,afe them to that end, 
and make much of them therefore; as a 
man that hatha fair Evidence for his Lerd- | 
| fosp, becaufe he did not purchafe his Lord- 
foip, will he therefore caft it away ? No, no, 
| becaufe itisan evidenceto afiure him, that 
itis his own; and {o todefend him againft 
all fach as feek to take it from him, he will 
| carefully preferve the fame: fo becaufe du- 
| | thes do nor fave thee, wilt thou caft away 

| good duties? No, for they are evidences | 
| (if thou art in Chrift ) that the Lerd and | 
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Manis per- 
dition is 
ot himfelf, 
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Ufe 2. 
Good du- 


ties honor | 


God being 


uled. 


The fourth 
| general rea- 
oa of 

mans ruin, 
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|away their dove-tokens, although they are 
fuch things as did noc purchafe or merit the 


love of their Husbands, but becaufe they are | 


tokens of his love, therefore they will keep. 


them fafe. 
Chrift may be honoured by the perfor- 


Chrift fhed his blood that he might purchafe 
unto himlelf a people zealous of good works, 
Tit.2.14. not to fave our fouls by them, 
but to honour him. Ob let not the blood of 
Chrift be fhedin vain! Grace and good dz- 
ties are & Chriftians Crown; itis fin only 
makes a man bafe: Now fhall a King cait 
away his Crown, becaufe he bought nor bis 
Kingdom by it? No, becaufe it ts his Orna 
ment and Glory to wear it when he is madea 
King; fol fayunro thee, itis better that 
Chrift fhould be honoured, than thy foul 
faved; and therefore perform duties, be- 
caufe they honour the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Thus ufe rhy duties, but reft not in dutics ; 
nay go, out of duties, and match thy foul to 
the Lord Jefus: take him for better and for 
BOHE; fo live in him and upon him all thy 
ays. | 

Fourthly, by reafon of mans head: frong 
prefumption, or falfe faith, whereby men 
feek ro fave themfelves by catching hold on 
Cohrift, when they fee an infufficiency i al/ 
duties to help them, ,and themfelyes un- 
worthy 


mercy isthine own. Women will nor caft | 


That God the Father of our Lord fefus | 


mance of thefe duries, therefore ufe them : | 
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——_—_—_——_—_<———— ee | 
worthy, of mercy: for this is the laft and |)... per= 

| 


moft dangerous rock that thefe times are | dition is 
fplit upon. Men make a bridge of their | of himielf. 
| own to carry them to Christ, I mean, they |“ V ™ 
|look not after faith wrought by an omnt- 
-|potent power:, which the eternal Spirtt 
‘lofthe Lord fefus rauft work in them; but 
-\chey content themfelves with a faith of their 
lown forging and framing , and hence they 
‘\think verily , and beleeve:, that Chrift is 
|their feet Saviour, and fo doubt. not but 
-|chey are fafe, when there is no fuch matter, 
but even as dogs they {natch away childrens 
bread, and fhall be fhut out of doors (out 
of Heaven hereafter for ever) for their la- 
| bour. +2 : 
Allmen are of this opinion , Dhae there 
| is 00 falvatien but by the merits of Jefus Chrift; 
jand becaufe they hold faft this opinion , 
therefore they think they hold fatt 7e/ws 
Chriff in the hand of faith, and fo perifh by 


Ephir. 19. 


Men be-= 
leeve no 
falvation 


fo think 


jcatching at their own catch, and hanging 
{on their own fancy and fhadow. Some o- 
| thers catch hold of Chrift before they come 
‘| to feel the. want of faith and ability to be- 
|leeve, and catching hold on him Clike duft 
‘Oonamans coat, whom God will fhake off, 
| or like burs and bryers cleaving to Ones gar. 
‘|ment; which the Lord will trample under 
| foot) -now fay they, they thank God , they 
| have got comfort by this means, and though 
{God killeth them, yet they will truft unto 
{him, AZich, 3. 21. 
It 


they hold 
Chrift in 
the hand 
of faith, 
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Tt isin this refpee a harder matter 0 cone 
vert a manin England, thanin the India,for | 
there they have no fuch fhifts and forts a- 
gainft our Sermons , to fay they beleeve in 
Chrift already; as moft amongft us do: we 
cannot rap off mens fingers from catching 
hold onChrift before they are’ fit for him ; 
like a company of theevesinthe ftreet, you 
(ball feea hundred hands fcrambling fora 
jewel that: is fallenthere , that have leat , 
nay, nothing to do with it. Every man 
faith almoft , I hope Chrift is mine , I pur my 
whole traft and confidence in him, and will not 
be beaten fromthis. What muft a man de- 
fpair? muft not a man truft unto Chrift 2 
| Thus men will hope and truft, though they | 
|have no ground, no graces to prove they 
--} may fay hold and claim unto Chrift. This} 
| hope feared out of his wits,damns thoufands : | 
for Lam perfwaded , if men did fee them-} 
» | lelves Chriftle/s creatures , as well as finful | 
creatures , they would cry out, Lord whar| 
A precious foall I do to be faved | 
faith got at | Ehis faith tsa precious faith, 2 Pet. 1.2. 
jahighrate. | Precious things coft much, and we fet them 
WhileGod | ata high rate; if thy faith be fo, it hath 
ishlent we | cof thee many a Prayer, many a fob, ma- 
may think 
wecut in | DY a@dalttear. But ask moft men how they 
him3but | came by their faithin Chrift ; they fay ve- 
when he jry eafily; when the Lion fleeps, a man 
appears in | may lie and fleep by it; but whenit awa-{ 
his word » kens, woe to that man that doth fo: fol — 


| Mans per- 
dition 1s 


of himfelf. 
a i) 


Eafier 
converting 
‘aman in 
Tndia,then 
iin England 
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it will ee 
ocherwite, | While God is filent and patient, thou mayeft | 
befool ji 
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Cee en ae Sr UEIFIcTE "Git? Cas MNS LE SRCERECLES WAGE BGO Tl Ue a | papier estan 
befool thy felf* with ‘thinking thou dof | yyans° pets 
-leruft unto God ; but wo to thee when the | dition is 
Lord appears in his wrath , as one’ day he) of himfele 
| willy for by vertue of this’ falfe faith, men'| ~V~ 
| fining, take Chrift for a difoclout to wipe, 
-Tthem clean again, and that is all che ufe they)» 
have of this faith. They fin indeed, but they, 
| eruft unto Chrift for his mercy, and fo lie ftill 
lin cheir fins: God will revenge with blood; 
_|and fire, and plagues, this horrible contempt, 
1 from Heaven. | : 
| Hence many of you truft to Chrift, as the | 
| eApricock tree that leans againft the wall, 
| but it’s faft roored in the earth: fo you lean 
| upon Chrift for falvation, but you ate raored 
finthe world, *cored in your pride , rooted in 
{your filehinefs fill. Wo to you if you pe- 
{rithinchis eftate, God will hew yeu down | 
jas fewel for his wrath, what ever mad hope 
| you have to be faved by Chriff. This there- 
| fore I proclaim from the God of Heaven. 
4 1. Youthatnever felt your felvesas una- 
| bletco beleeve, asa dead man to raife him-| 
| felf, you have as yet no faith at all. 
| 2. You that would get faith, firft muft 
| feel your inability to beleeve: and fetch not 
| this flip out of thine own garden ; it muft 
1 come down from Heaven to thy foul, if ever 
{thou pertakeft thereof. 
4 Other things I fhould have fpoken of this 
large fubject, but I am forced here toend 
jabruptly ; the Lord lay not this fin to their 
icharge who have ffopt my mouth, labouring 
| . O23 
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anspers (ee vse held the\ exnth imunrightcoufne[s: And 
Manepe [ted Be the good, God - who tach Bond 
ofhim(elf. |.by-his unworthy fervant thusilong, enabling} 
“Y™ | him to lead you.fo.far, asto thew youthe} 
|-rocks and dangers of your paflage to ano- | 
N ther Worlds iss oi sata bas..ais Ba 
beveet i hestri: co: 
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